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cepted into zoological nomenclature, such as valid names, 
synonyms, homonyms, and nomina inquirendae. 

The word occzipied in this sense has an unfamiliar ring 
and may a t  first glance seem inappropriate. However, 
if one imagines that there is theoretically a niche for 
each possible combination of letters that could form a 
name under the Rules, and that wl~en a name is published 
i t  would occupy its particular nicl~e, the concept of occu-
pation becomes clearer. Note also that the common use 
of the familiar term preocczipied makes i t  easier to under- 
stand the corresponding term occupied. 

I n  the third category names have been described as  
valid or available. They arc available for use, but they 
are not valid in t l ~ c  more common scnsc of that word, as 
being the one acceptable name. The numerous 1%-ays of 
using valid make i t  unsuitable for a sharply defined con- 
cept. We may then apply the term acailahle to all iinnles 
that mere publisl~cil in accordance xvith the requircmclnts 
of the Zules (Icgnlly publisl~cd) and tvl~icl~ have not bccn 
so published previously for sonic other genus of animal 
or for some otl~cr species of the same genus. I f  any of 
them has been so publisl~ed previously, the later name is 
said to be preoccupied 2nd is called a I~omonym, or more 
significantly, a junior I~on~onyrn,and is not arailable. 
Thus all names are available \vl~ieh are now properly in 
use or ~vhicl~ may a t  any future time be properly used. 

Finally the one name under tvl~icl~ tllc spccics or geilnq 
is to be known l ~ a s  also bccn called the calicl or axailable 
name. Available seems more appropriate in tho third 
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category, and valid has the disadvantage of being com-
monly used with several meanings. We suggest that the 
simple and self-expressive term correct be applied in a 
technical sense to the oldest available name for a genus 
or for a species within a genus. If  the oldest available 
name has been set aside by the International Commission 
using its plenary powers, then the next oldest name or 
the one designated by the commission is the correct name. 

The categories may then be defined and named as fol- 
lows, according to these conclusions: Any name that is 
printed and circulated is published; any published name 
that meets the publication requirements of the Zziles is 
occupiecl in zoological nomenclature (if i t  fails to meet 
the requirements i t  is an outlaw name, i.e., unpublished, 
illegally publisl~ed, or a notnen nudunz) ; any occupied 
name that is not preoccupied by an older name of the 
same spelling is available (if i t  is preoccupied i t  is a 
junior lio~nongn~ and is not available) ; t l ~ e  oldest avail- 
able name is t l ~ c  correct name, unless i t  has been specifi- 
cally set asidc by t l ~ c  commission under the plenary pom- 
ers. (The correct name will, of course, vary mith cl~angcs 
in our kno\rlcdgc of subjective synonymy or discovery of 
ultknotn~ facts in t l ~ c  history of the names, sue11 as homon- 
ymy and objectire synonymy. An available name whose 
genus cannot be identified is a noinen dubiunz.) 
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