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to it. We llavc alrcady nanled most of the indiviiluals 
I T ~ I ~llavc testified or sisbnlitted statements in favor of thc 
bill and desctihed some of their cl~aracturietics as sccsl by 
tlrc National Patcnt Council. I n  adclition, accorclisig to 
tlris Council, some 01. all of tliern are also "predatory 
politicians, '' ' 'nlcnibcrs of Crovcrnnlent burcaus, commis- 
sions axid ag~nc ie s  scelring constantly to increase the scope 
of governmental controls of indisstry anil of t l ~ c  lives of 
all citizens, " l ' ru i~her  stanlps, ' nlisguided incinbers 
of Congress ' ' anil "people ~vho arc greatly impressed 
hy preambles and grandiose staterrlents of purpose but 
llave not tllc disposition, and perhaps not tlrc ability, to  
z ~ ~ t i c i p a t ctlie legal and econonlic conscilucnces of the 
legislation.' ' We arc not sure into whiclr of t l~ese cate- 
gories the National l'atcnt Coisncil fits Scnators 'I'honlas 
(Titall), ICilgorc, Falbright, Magnuson, Sinit11 (Ncw 
Jersey),  Cordon, and Saltonstali; who sponsorcil tlrc Son- 
ate bill (S. 247)) or Rcprescntatives P ~ i e s t ,  Mills, Van 
Znndt, Wolverton, IIarris, anil Ccllcr, ~vho introdisced 
I-1111s in tllc House. 

'rhc Council states that tlrc bill is opposcd by (1) " a  
vast majority of the inany thousands of usually inarticu- 
late w ~ a l l e r  manisfactisrers. . . " (2)  " [the 1:rtcj Dr. 
Frank K. Jewett. . . ." ( 3 )  "Various oiststanding sci- 
cntists nlorc closely identifieil with the scientific realiti<>s 
of indisstrg. . . ." (4) "menlhers of Congress fearfisl 
of the power of the proposeci Science I'oisndation to 
invade social, ecunonlic and political rcalms hcretofol'e 
regarded as necessary to rcscrvc to the citizen in pcrpctu- 
ation of tllc principles of incentive cconoiny unilcr toll-

stitutional govcrnincnt. . . ." (5) "Congressmen fearfn! 
of arry centralizcil organization cmpowcrcd . . . ' t o  
foster tlrc iiltcrchangc of scientific information ainong 
scientists in the United States and foreign countries.' 
. . ." ( 6 )  ". . . meinbers of the TIoissc wllo isnilcrstand 
tha t  the establislrincnt of suclr a Foisndation woisld sisb- 
stantially destroy the lligll utility of tlrc National Acad- 

of Sciences-and nlay in fact  !lave tlrat ilestrisction :ts 
one of its purposes. . . .' ' ( 7 )  ". . . rrlenlbcrs of the Housc 
\~r l~ofeel they have reason to fear that  the cstablislrnlent 
of the Founilation woisld resislt in a systcinatic breaking 
down . . . of pishlic resistance to a disastroiss repetitioll 
in Anlelica of the British capitulation . . . to sue11 dc- 
moralizing and econonlically degcncratsng indulgcnccs in 
political hsibery and loot as is present in socialized niedl- 
einc, socialized industry and other symptonls of ccononlic 
cannibalisni and social disintegration in sisch painful evi- 
clence in Britain." (8) "Congressnlen who fear tha t  
. . . the Foisndation coisld be nladc perl~aps a decisive 
influence tow:~rds sisbmission of voters to political bribery 
in thc forrn of tax-sispported l~asidoists ~ n a d c  in tllc name 
of social justice." (9) ". . . mcnlbers of Congrcss who 
I~avc I-)ccosne weary and frigl~tened 1,ccnusc of moisnting 
1)rersures for bunghole type financing. . . ." (10) "Con- 

grcssnlcn wlln . . . isnilerstand that  organizations and in- 
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Snry lilcc tha t  ot thosc seclting to retain, and illcrease tlir 
o f ,  l~arlclouts once begun. . . ." (11) "Congressnlc~i 

1v11o fcar tha t  to place in the hands of one man, called Di- 
rector of tllc. E'oisndation, sisch poner (See 5, 11. R 4846) 
as coisld make cosiinlittees anil otiier agencies of tllc Foun- 
tlation largely advisory windqw dressing, is  not In the 
pishlic intcrcst.' ' (12) ". . . n~cm1)crs of Congress wlro 
fcar that  prwisions for the pooling of patents by tlle 
foi~ni1:~tiost(SLC. 12, JI. 1%.4846) siion woulil enable the 
Foisnciation to build patent pools capable of hlisdgconing 
Ainerican Indisstry into acyulcscencc ill arbitrary mlil 
confiscatory activities of the Foisndation. . . ." 

Wc cvcrc electrified by the i t~terpret~rtion on Hplaced 
R. 4846 and i ts  prcdccessors by the National Patcnt Coun- 
cil and wc cannot hclp but wonder wllctlrer t l ~ c  proprietor 
of t l ~ c  National P a t e r ~ t  Coisrlcil has read any of those bills 
thro~ngli. I n  any cve,~t, wc suggest that  anyone interested 
11lsq21t(10 \vc11 to renil H R. 4846 in tllc liglit of thc Na- 
tional Paterit Coisncil panipl~lct and cosnnlunicate his 
o p i ~ ~ i o nto his Congressnlan. 
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Nucleotide Content of Bacteriophage 
Genetic Units 

Islactivation and recombination cvperir~lcnts (Lisria, 8. 
E. and Dulhecco, R. Ge?zel~cs,1949, 34, 93) wit11 T2 
I-)actcriophage indicate tha t  tlresc arc approximately 25 
essential genetic units analogoiss to genes in tlris virus. 
These are generally assunlei1 to bc nuclcoprotcin in na  
turc, althoisgll i t  has been pointcil oist (Zalrlcr, S. A. 
Essay sishnlitted to tiic Department of Racteriology ancl 
Parasitology, University of Chirago, 1949) tha t  a t  least 
some of tlrcnl may consist of nuclcic acid only, without 
associatcil proteins. Since the bulk of tllc evidence indi- 
cates tha t  a111lost all of the plrosphorus in tllc bacterio- 
phage is  contained in the nuclcsc acid, we may readily 
calculate the nisnlher of rlisclcot~d?~ in the genetsc units. 

Varioiss allalyses of T2 llavc sllown tlrat approximately 
4.5% of t l ~ c  2.5 x 10 'kg inass of the hactcriopltnge is 
phospl~orus. Tins is ciluivalcnt to  some 200,000 phos-
phorus aton~s,  artd, therefore, aboist tlris number of nu-
elcotides is present. I f  wc accept 35 ns tllc nisn~bcr of 
genes, <hen some of the gcncs, a t  least, contain not more 
tlran 8,000 nuclcotidcs. 'I?his cosresponds to a molccular 
nleigl~t, for the siiscleic acid postion of tlrc gcnes, of less 
than tllrcc mill lo^^. 
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