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is encouraging to see that, in spite of many difficulties,
French science has traveled a long way on the road to
full recovery.

Jorpl FoLcH-P1
Harvard Medical School

Experimental Psychology: An Introduction. Leo Postman
and James P. Egan. New York: Harper, 1949. Pp.
xiv+520. (Illustrated.) $4.50.

Instructors who have tried Woodworth’s Experimental
Psychology for undergraduate courses and found the go-
ing tough will welcome this new book by Postman and
Egan. It covers much the same subject matter areas as
Woodworth but is more selective within these areas,
briefer, and delivered at a level well within the under-
graduate grasp.

Chapters are distributed as follows: psychophysical
methods, 1 chapter; the senses and perception, 8; judg-
ment, 1; reaction time and association, 1; learning and
memory, 6; emotional behavior and social behavior, 1
each. In general, the discussion treats method and ex-
perimental results. The elaboration of theory is almost,
but not entirely, lacking. At the close of each chapter
is the outline of one or more laboratory experiments which
illustrate and apply the methods and techniques discussed.

Readers will find the book organized so as to make it
very teachable. Good use has been made of outlining
legends and paragraph headings, illustrations appear in
considerable number, and chapter bibliographies are
broken down by research topic. Problems associated with
the control of stimulus or subject variables are given par-
ticular attention in sections at the close of many of the
chapters. Certain methodological sections should also be
helpful—for example, the one which integrates the con-
cepts of reaction time, judgment time, and latency, and
another which describes the traditional psychophysical
methods as models and models only, which individual ex-
periments may follow to greater or less degree.

As the authors themselves point out in their introdue-
tion, the book does not treat all the areas or problems now
embraced in experimental psychology, but proposes to
offer a representative sample of the methods and results
in experimental psychology. Perhaps the only serious
question which potential users of the book may face is
the question of whether the topies thus selected overlap
too seriously those discussions of the senses, perception,
and learning which the student may have read in a gen-
eral text used in some prior introductory course.

WiLLiaM E. KAPPAUF
Princeton University
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