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Two considorations should bo kept in 1nin4 by those 
who use this work: 

(1)Pedigroo information collected by students for 
courso credit is sometimes faked (usually with reference 
to published sources). The author has seemingly nladc 
such chocks as were possiblo regarding this source of 
error (of. p. 1) .  

( 2 )  The data as proscntcd arc not snff~ciont in thcnl- 
selves to establish tho degree or the mode of inheritance 
for any of tho mcntioned characters. The history of 
genetic knowledgc of tho A130 blood groups is here an 
object lesson on tho limitations of pedigree inspection. 
In  spitc of a rolativo abundance of pedigree data for a 
charactcr sot which shows full penetrance and constant 
expressivity, an incorrect (moaning nlnch less probable) 
mode of inhoritance of the A130 system was accepted 
for more than twcnty years. I n  human genetics, degrco 
and nlodo of inheritance can be considorod well ostab- 
lished only when results are concordant for all of thrco 
types of tests: (a)  podigroc analysis, (b)  gene fre-
qucncy statistical tests, and (c) twin studies. 

Thesc stricturos aro not passed in criticism of Prof. 
Gates. He has donc an admirable job with the available 
information. But his infornlation should be considorod 
a start, and not a finish. Some of the data is of sufioiont 
bulk to permit statistical analysis; for oxamplo, morc 
than fifty cases each aro recorded for color blindness, 
baldness, polydactyly, allcrgy, and ~nusical ability. 

J. N. SPUHLER 
Ohio State University 

Trees: Yearbook of agriculture, 1949. (U. S. Dopt. of 
Agriculture.) Alfrcd Steffcrud. (Ed.) Washington 
(25), D. C. : Supt. of Documents, 1949. Pp. xiv f 944. 
(Illustratod.) $2.00. 
The 1949 yoarboolr of agriculture, Trees, is tho tenth 

of a scrios of referoncc volu~nes prepared by the Dopart- 
wont of Agricultnrc since 1936, when the annual progress 
report and statistical summary content was discontinncd. 
This is the third of the scrios to be editcd by Alfred Stof- 
ferud. Liko the othcrs, i t  represents the cooperative ef- 
fort of a great many individuals, most of whom arc or 
have boon membcrs of tho Dcpart~ncnt of Agriculture, 
with the majority from tho U. S. Forcst Servico. 

The contents consist of 138 scparate short troatisos 
gronpcd togothor under four broad headings, namoly: 
"The Troc,' ' "Trces and Homcs, ' ' "Forcsts and Mon," 
and "Lists and Other Aids." 

"The Tree" includos an excoptionally concise discns- 
sion of tree growth and development, considerable miscel- 
laneous information about notcworthy and historical 
trccs, and a quostion and answer section that the re-
viewer believes rightfully belongs under "Lists and 
Othor Aids. ' ' 

"Trcos and Homcs" considers trocs from the arbori- 
cultural vicwpoint. I t  includos descriptive lists of shade 
and ornamcntal trees for town and country and various 
geographical regions, as woll as pointers on the establish- 
ment and carc of thoso trocs. 

"Forests and Mcn " comprises about two-thirds of the 
yearboolr and dcals rather broadly with the entire gamut 
of forestry activities in the United States. I t  is snbdi- 
vided into several sections that cover the following as-
pccts of forestry: ocology; seeding and planting; ge-
netics; ~nanagonlent and care of private and public 
forests; protection from insccts, diseases, parasites, and 
firc ;wildlife; water relations ; wood utilization; history; 
economics and policy. 

"Lists and Othcr Aids ' ' is essentially an appcndix to 
the main tcxt of the book. .It presents information on 
tree and wood identification, including useful diagnostic 
keys and helpful illustrations, lists of trces for special 
pnrposos, a vacation guide locating and in part  doscrib- 
ing forcst areus administered by the federal govern~ncnt 
and the states, a roforcnce bibliography, and a woods-
man's glossary. 

In  addition to the black and white tcxt illustrations, 
thcrc is a 16-page section of colorod plates "chosen to 
summarize the main points in this book and to awakcn in- 
terest in the pnrposcs and ploasures of trces and forests." 

Prepared by well-qualificd authoritics and carofully 
: ~ n d  objootively writtcn, the book succeeds in its pur-
pose of relating to the gencral public in considerable do- 
tail a very inlportant phase of the worlr of the Dopart- 
ment of Agriculture. At tho same timc, the volume will 
take its place as a readable, reliable, and unusually com- 
plctc compondiurn of trce and forcstry facts for tcachers 
and othcrs who would likc society to make more effective 
nsc of this ronowable organic resourcc. Throughout i ts  
pages thore is a strong undcrtonc of sound conservation 
of natural rcsourccs, a guide to action that we must adopt 
if wo are to givc future gonerations a chance to attain 
a roasonably adcquatc standard of living. The book is 
highly rccommendod. 

ROBERTA. COCKRELL 
University of California, I?erlcele?/ 


