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ever present problem of cross infection of hosts capable 
of parasitization by the same helminthic species. Com-
partmentalization host by host is a marked convenience 
for discussion, but doesn't adequately reflect the way of 
nature. For instance, horses, cattle, sheep, and goats all 
harbor the minute Trichostrongylus axei, which may on 
occasion have its degree of pathogenicity obscured by 
attention centered on the larger helminths. Do these 
hosts ' ' suffer ' ' equally by inf ection with this nematode t 
I f  unequally, is the placing of horses in infested cattle 
or sheep pastures a danger, or means of control% I s  the 
reverse order of pasturing advisable9 

I n  regard to cross infections to man, the indication that 
Taenia saginata (p. 80) may cause human cysticercosis 
as  a blind alley infection with a facility equal to that 
of T. solium (p. 167) is unwarranted, a point especially 
unfortunate as  to cerebral cysticercosis, in which the 
pork tapeworm alone has been implicated. Moreover, the 
statement that for Hymenolepis nana ('rodent and human 
forms are interchangeable" (p. 337) is counter to cur-
rently available evidence. I f  there were no other domestic 
animal reservoir of helminthic infection for man than the 
hog for Trichinella spiralis we would still have a chal-
lenging public health problem, and there is need for cau- 
tion in emphasizing forms of no demonstrable threat. 

Such errors have a tendency to emerge where authors so 
obviously strive toward simplification of statement in a 
complex subject. I t  is easy to overdo simplification and 
the unqualified declarative sentence strikes this reviewer 
as having been rather too freely employed. What is wrong 
with the occasional use of the interrogation point in text- 
books % 

The helminths of domestic animals are going to be with 
us for a long, long time. And, as an experimental area, 
veterinary helminthology offers unsurpassed opportunities 
to explore biological and practical angles of worm-host 
relationships. Not a few of these can contribute to 
central problems in  which the human host has a very 
great interest indeed. Morgan and Hawkins have helped 
specifically to open these areas to further exploration. 

NORMANR. STOLL 
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Personal adjustment in old age. Ruth Shonle Cavan, 
Ernest W. Burgess, Robert J. Havighurst, and Herbert 
Goldhamer. Chicago : Science Research Associates, 
1949. Pp. xiii f 204. $2.95. 

TF.e purposes of this volume are (1) to define and 
analyze the nature, pattern, and problems of individual 
adjustment to aging; (2) to present certain facts about 
old age obtained from census data and a special survey 
by the authors; and (3) to describe two questionnaires 
used for measuring the adjustment of the senescent and 
senile. I t s  contents are of particular interest to physi- 
cians, psychologists, sociologists, and social workers. 
The authors have neither pioneered in a n  entirely new field 
nor have they produced a definitive work, but theirs is 

a valuable contribution to the rapidly growing literature 
on geriatric sociology. 

Problems of adjustment in old age and the techniques 
for developing a valid instrument for their measurement 
are discussed in considerable detail. Two instruments 
devised by the authors, an "Inventory of Activities" and 
an "Index of Attitudes, ' ' although admittedly imperfect, 
are the basis for much of the data in this study. The 
statistical treatment is thorough but a succinct summary 
of results is lacking. The check list for the detection of 
neuroses is of questionable value, since it  lists malip 
symptoms also characteristic of the organic disorders 
frequently found in elderly persons. I n  the discusssio~i 
of adjustment cycles in old age i t  is assumed that during 
middle age the individual has been both personally and 
socially well adjusted. This assumption is, of course, 
entirely unwarranted and ignores the continuity of emo-
tional difficulties from one period of life into the next. 
The "Index of Senility" is open to serious criticism, for 
i t  contains a large number of nonspecific items which 
might be misconstrued. I n  summary, Personal adjust- 
ment in old age is an interesting book, but i t  should 
be read critically rather than taken a t  i ts face value. 

S. T. KIMBLE 
Washington, D.C. 

Mathematical foundations of statistical mechanics. A. I. 
Khinchin. (Trans. from the Russian by G. Gamow.) 
New York (19) : Dover Publs., 1949. Pp. viii + 179. 
$2.95. 

Introduction to statistical mechanics. G. S. Rushbrooke. 
New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1949. Pp. xiii + 334. 
$5.50. 
These two books stress different aspects of statistical 

mechanics, and they are written for two different groups 
of readers. Khinchin's book is written primarily for 
mathematicians, while Rushbrooke's text is intended for 
students of physical chemistry. 

The main interest for a physicist in Khinchin's book 
will probably lie in two points. The more important of 
these is Khinchin's discussion of the ergodic problem. 
The second point is his discussion of the order of magni- 
tude of the terms usually neglected. The importance of 
this can be seen from Schubert's recent criticism of Gen- 
tile's intermediate statistics (2. Naturforschung, 1946, 
1,113). 

I t  is, however, to be doubted whether Ichinchin's book 
will find a wide audience, apart from mathematicians 
wanting to get acquainted with statistical mechanics, or 
physicists wishing to brush up their knowledge of the 
ergodic problem. The boolc is written without a physical 
background and deals only with classical statistic 111e- 
chanics, while i t  might have been hoped that this treatise 
could have supplemented the masterly analysis of the 
Ehrenfests in the Enzyklopaedie der Mathematischen Wis- 
senschaften. However, the typical quantum mechanical 
problems are not discussed a t  all, and the footnote on 
page 51 shows that Khinchin's understanding of these 
problems is limited. A nearly total lack of references 


