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NEWS
and Notes

Alexander Spoehr, curator of
oceanic ethnology, has left for a
year’s anthropological research for
the Chicago Natural History Museum
on Saipan and the Marianas. The
expedition is sponsored by the Na-
tional Research Council, in coopera-
tion with the Navy Department. Dr.
Spoehr will study the cultural change
among the natives of the islands and
conduct excavations in the Mari-
anas to determine how these islands
were originally peopled.

Thomas J. Parmley, professor of
physics at the University of Utah
and consultant at the Radiation Lab-

oratory of the University of Cali-
fornia, has joined the staff of the
x-ray laboratory, Atomiec and Mo-
lecular Physies Division, National
Bureau of Standards. Dr. Parmley
will investigate methods for meas-
urement of the intensity and special
distribution of pulsed x-rays.

Grant Taylor, assistant dean of
the Duke University Medical School,
has been named deputy director of
the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commis-
sion in Japan. Dr. Taylor, who is
agsociate professor of pediatrics and
bacteriology at Duke, has been
granted a two-year leave of absence
for the special assignment.

Roger S. Warner, who recently
resigned as director of engineering
for the Atomic Energy Commission,
has joined the staff of Arthur D.
Little, Inc., research and engineer-
ing organization of Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts.

Henry C. Meadow, coordinator of
industrial research at the Univer-
sity of Rochester, has been ap-
pointed executive secretary to Har-
vard University’s Committee on Re-
search and Development for Medi-
cine and Health. The committee is
charged with the responsibility of
coordinating the appeals for support
of research and advanced training
in all branches of science related to
medicine and health.

Thorkild Jacobsen, director of
the Oriental Institute and dean of
the Division of Social Sciences at
the University of Chicago, left for
Baghdad October 27 with Mrs.
Jacobsen, to join the University of
Chicago-University of Pennsylvania
archaeological expedition in Iraq.
The group will continue excavating
begun 50 years ago in the ruins of
Nippur, 100 miles south of Baghdad.

Thomas J. Kirwin, assistant di-
rector of the James Buchanan Brady
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Foundation for Urology, New York
Hospital, has been appointed profes-
sor of urology at New York Medical
College and director of the Depart-
ment of Urology, Flower and Fifth
Avenue Hospital and Metropolitan
Hospital.

Visitors

H. Heller, professor of pharma-
cology of the University of Bristol,
and Hans Selye, professor of physi-
ology at the University of Montreal,
were guest speakers at the University
of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston,
November 4 and 8 respectively. Pro-
fessor Heller discussed the influence
of renal factors on blood pressure,
and Professor Selye, the alarm reac-
tion.

Recent visitors at the National
Bureau of. Standards were: J. J. W.
den Haan, chief engineer, Philips
Research Laboratories, Eindhoven,
Netherlands; Adrien Jaquerod, di-
rector, Swiss Laboratory of Horo-
logical Research, Neuchatel, Switzer-
land; P. W. Kim, director of Tech-
nique and Supply, Kyongsong Spin-
ning Company, Ltd., Seoul, Korea;
O. H. C. Messner, consulting engi-
neer, Gut Rosenberg, Zurich, Swit-
zerland; Ralph B. Watts, head of
Science Department, Australian Mis-
sionary College, Cooranbong, N.S.W.,
Australia; P. Alexander, manager,
Research Department, Wolsey Ltd.,
Leicester, England; A. T. S. Babb,
senior physical chemist, J. Lyons and
Company, Ltd., London.

Grants and Awards ‘

The 1950 medal of the Industrial
Research Institute will be pre-
sented next April to Frank B.
Jewett, former president of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences and for
many years vice president of Ameri-
can Telephone and Telegraph Com-
pany. The medal is presented an-
nually for ‘‘outstanding accomplish-
ment in leadership or management of
industrial research which contributes
broadly to the development of in-
dustry or the public welfare.’’

Norten C. Melchior, assistant pro-
fessor of biochemistry at the Stritch

School of Medicine, Loyola Univer-
sity, Chicago, has been awarded a
grant-in-aid from the Permanent Sei-
ence Fund of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences for the study of
metal-organic complex compounds.

.The 1949 Nobel prize for medi-
cine was awarded jointly to a Swiss
and a Portuguese for their work
with human and animal brains, the
physics prize went to a Japanese-
born professor at Columbia Univer-
sity, and the chemistry prize to a
Canadian-born professor at the Uni-
versity of California.

Walter Rudolf Hess, 68, director
of Zurich University’s Physiological
Institute, and Antonio Caetano de
Abrew Freire Egas Moniz, 75, pro-
fessor emeritus of neurology in the
Faculty of Medicine of the Univer-
sity of Lisbon, shared the prize
money for physiology and medicine.
Dr. Hess, a specialist in the circula-
tion of the blood and breathing, was
recognized for his experiments on
cats and dogs showing how certain
parts of the brain control the organs
of the body. Dr. Moniz received the
award for his development of the
surgical technique known as pre-
frontal lobotomy, for the treatment
of schizophrenia and paranoia.

Hidekt Yukawa, 42, visiting pro-
fessor of theoretical physics at Co-
lumbia TUniversity since last Sep-
tember, won the physies prize ¢‘for
his prediction of the existence of
the meson (an elusive mass, heavier
than the electron, which theoretically
glues the atomic nueleus together),
based upon his theory of nuclear
forces.”” Dr. Yukawa was only 28
and a recent graduate at the Univer-
sity of Kyoto when he first predicted
the existence of the meson.

William Francis Giauque, 54, pro-
fessor of thermodynamics at the Uni-
versity of California, received the
prize in chemistry ‘‘for his contri-
bution to chemical thermodynamiecs,
especially for his investigations of
the properties of substances at ex-
tremely low temperatures.’’” Through
Dr. Giauque’s methods, temperatures
have been pushed within a few thou-
sandths of a degree Kelvin of abso-
lute zero.

The Nobel prizes, which have been
awarded annually since 1901, will be
presented at a ceremony in Stock-

holm on December 10. The peace
prize will go to Lord Boyd Orr, as
reported in Science October 28. No
prize in literature will be awarded
this year.

The Research Corporation has
awarded a grant to Martin B. Wil-
liamson, assistant professor of bio-
chemistry at the Stritch School of
Medicine, Loyola TUniversity, Chi-
cago, for the study of the chemical
structure of proteins.

Colleges and Universities

The Saint Louis University De-
partment of Biology has inaug-
urated a program of graduate re-
search leading to advanced degrees
in Arctic biology. In addition to
laboratory research, the program will
include field work in Alaska, under
the direction of Charles G. Wilber,
head of the department. A grant
of $9,000 from the U. S. Air Force
will assist the program.

University of Rochester scien-
tists have developed a new motion
picture camera lens made from arti-
ficial sapphire which has several ad-
vantages over optical glass lenses.
Its extreme hardness makes it almost
impossible to seratch, and its high
refractive index, which changes very
little with the color of the light, im-
proves the sharpness and quality of
the images produced.

Meetings and Elections

At their recent meeting at Woods
Hole, Massachusetts, the Atlantic
Fisheries Biologists elected William
R. Martin and Frank D. MeCracken
of the Fisheries Research Board of
Canada, St. Andrews, New Bruns-
wick, as president and secretary-
treasurer respectively.

The American Chemical Society
will hold its 16th annual chemical
engineering symposium in Columbus,
Ohio, December 29 and 30 at the
Ohio State University. The sym-
posium, which will be under the di-
rection of a committee headed by
E. W. Thiele, of the Standard Oil
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Company, will deal with every aspect
of material transfer between a gas
and liquid phase, or between two
liquid phases. J. H. Rushton, of the
[llinois Institute of Technology, is
chairman of the technical program.

An International Colloquium on
Adsorption and Heterogenous
Kinetics, sponsored by the French
National Center of Scientific Re-
search, was held at the University
of Lyon, France, September 12-17.
The meeting was organized by Mar-
cel Prettre, head of the Department
of Industrial Chemistry of the Uni-
versity of Lyon, and was attended
by about eighty scientists from vari-
ous countries including the United
States, Great Britain, Austria, Bel-
gium, Holland, Australia, and
France.

Visiting scientists who presented
papers at the meeting were H. S.
Taylor (Princeton) and P. H. Em-
mett (Mellon Institute); R. M.
Barrer (Aberdeen), S. R. Craxford
(British Fuels Research Labora-
tory), B. M. W. Trapnell (Royal In-
stitute), and A. R. Ubbelohde (Bel-
fast) ; J. Jungers and E. Mertens
(Louvain) ; C. Herbo (Brussels) ; H.
Forestier (Strasbourg); and E.
Cremer (Innsbruck). French sci-
entists participating included M.
Prettre, R. Bernard, C. Courty, M.
Perrin, Y. Eyraud, J. Sanlaville, P.
Besson, S. Teichner, A. Troesch, P.
Cornuault, E. Pernoux, and Y. Tram-
bouze (Lyon); N. Bauer, M. Magat,
M. Haissinsky, J. M. Dunoyer, M.
Mathieu, M. Mering, J. Longuet-
BEscard, J. Escard, and Miss F. Foui-
aat (Paris); A. Michel (Lille); G.
Valensi (Poitiers); and A. Guille-
min, J. Vincent-Genod, J. Givaudon,
BE. Nagelstein, and R. Leygonie
(French Petroleum Institute at
Paris). In addition to those men-
tioned above, a number of visiting
scientists from England, Holland,
Belgium, and France took part in the
discussions. In this group were C.
Kemball, of Cambridge University,
and the well-known catalytic chemist,
L. Andrussow.

The meeting was opened by ad-
dresses of welcome by Prof. Douin,
dean of the Faculty of Science at the
university and by Prof. Prettre. At
the same time M. Magat, who acted

as official interpreter, was introduced
to the ecolloquium. Prof. Magat,
with his fluent command of French,
English, and German and his well-
founded and broad grasp of mod-
ern physical chemistry, contributed
greatly to the success of the confer-
ence by his rapid and ‘accurate trans-
lation of all discussions into French
and English.

An interesting program of some
forty papers that followed was di-
vided into three main groups dealing
with (1) the physical and chemical
adsorption of gases by solids, (2)
the texture and structure of catalyst
surfaces as revealed by x-ray, ad-
sorptive, electron microscopie, and
magnetic techniques, and (3) the
theoretical and experimental study
of heterogenous kineties of gas-solid
and liquid-solid systems. According
to present plans all of the contrib-
uted papers, together with the dis-
cussions, are to be published in a
future issue of one of the French
journals; accordingly, further de-
tails of the program will not be pre-
sented here.

The warm hospitality of the
French hosts made the meeting es-
pecially pleasant for the visiting sei-
entists. At the start of the meeting
they were welcomed by a reception at
the Hotel de Ville by a representa-
tive of M. Herriot, mayor of Lyon,
and former prime minister of France.
Throughout the week a series of
luncheons and dinners gave all of
us a chance to praise the excellent
cuisine for which Lyon is noted and
at the same time afforded an oppor-
tunity to discuss informally many
matters of mutual interest.

Pauvr H. EMMETT

An International Colloquium on
Macromolecules was held Septem-
ber 1-5 in Amsterdam, Holland. The
meeting, organized by Hermans,
Koenigsberger, Overbeek, and Stav-
erman had been very well prepared
(all participants received a complete
set of preprints about three weeks
before its start) and gave an ex-
cellent cross section through recent
progress in polymer kineties and in
the statistical treatment of macro-
molecules in solution. A number of
papers on polycondensation, radical,
cationic and anionic catalyzed addi-

tion polymerizations (by Champetier,
Evans, Magat, and Melville) demon-
strated that the kinetics of the for-
mation of macromolecules under very
widely varying conditions is begin-
ning to be understood in a quanti-
tative way. The trend now seems to
be to apply the present results to
arrive also at a quantitative control
of copolymerization and to find ways
and means to synthesize macro-
molecules of still higher molecular
weights.

Particular interest was shown in
several papers, by Eirich, Hermans,
and Putzeys, on the statistical treat-
ment of coiled macromolecules in
solution and on the scattering of
light by them. A series of contri-
butions by Katchalsky, Kiinzle, and
Overbeek was devoted to polyelec-
trolytes, with special emphasis on the
significance of this branch of poly-
mer science for the chemistry of pro-
teins.

The level of all presentations was
remarkably high; there was plenty
of time for discussion and excellent
use was made of it. On several fun-
damental points there was definite
disagreement between the leading
contributors, which resulted in ani-
mated discussions and arguments.
The spirit and the stimulating effect
of this colloquium were reminiscent
of High Polymer Week at the Gordon
Conference in Colby College. A vol-
ume containing all presentations and
discussion remarks is scheduled to

appear in about three or four
months.

H. Marx

Conference on the Gene. A con-

ference for examination of current
developments and trends in studies
of the gene was held at Shelter Is-
land from May 30 to June 2 under
the sponsorship of the National
Academy of Sciences. The group of
20 participants ineluded well-estab-
lished geneticists and younger work-
ers in the field. Free and informal
discussion characterized the meet-
ings, and provided an atmosphere
conducive to critical examination of
various aspects of the gene problem.
The topies discussed included the
mechanism of reverse mutation, the
nature of allelism, the gene-enzyme
relationship, the evidence for recom-
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bination in bacteria and bacterio-
phages, the role of the cytoplasm in
heredity, and the chemical nature of
chromosomal materials. There was
general agreement among partiei-
pants that these meetings in a quiet
and congenial atmosphere provided
opportunities such as are rarely en-
countered in large, formal meetings,
for ecritical evaluation and integra-
tion of genetic studies on a variety
of organisms. In the opinion of the
participants, the conference exerted
a directional influence that will be re-
flected in future studies of gene
structure and function.

BERWIND P. KAUFMAN

A symposium in plasma proteins
was held at the University of Illinois
College of Medicine September 23—
24, under the sponsorship of the
Robert Gould Research Foundation
of Cincinnati. Eighteen papers were
presented by investigators engaged
in research in this field in one after-
noon and two morning sessions.
Junior associates of the speakers
were present as guests of the Robert
Gould Research Foundation. At
the evening session a motion picture
was shown by E. V. McCollum, and
an address given by Hugues Gounelle
of Paris, on some of the unexpeected
observations during years of un-
derfeeding in France.

Although the subject of the sym-
posium was plasma proteins, the con-
sideration of the subject was pur-
posely so broad that the program
included papers dealing with funda-
mental aspects of protein metabolism
which might not ordinarily be con-
sidered as falling within the impli-
cations of such a title. The pro-
gram was built around the principal
topies of formation, dietary rela-
tionships, fractionation of plasma
proteins, immunologic relationship,
relation to the liver, hypoprotein-
emia, tracer isotope studies in rela-
tion to the plasma proteins, endo-
erine relationships, and amino acid
competitors. Sidney C. Madden
spoke on plasma protein formation
in disease states and Irving M. Lon-
don on studies of rates of turnover
of plasma protein in man. Frae-
tionation and some of the interac-
tions of the plasma protein were pre-
sented by J. L. Oncley, and a

disecussion of the binding properties
of serum proteins for small molecules
by S. H. Armstrong, Jr. Tracer and
isotope studies included papers by
David Shemin on aspects on the bio-
synthesis of amino acid and proteins,
and by Paul C. Zamecnik and Ivan
D. Frantz, Jr. on the use of C*-
labeled amino acid in the study of
peptide bond synthesis. The effect
of dietary proteins on synthesis and
relations between diet protein stores
and plasma protein were presented
by Bacon F. Chow and James B.
Allison. Hypoproteinemia, particu-
larly in relation to protein starva-
tion in man and its clinical relation-
ships, was discussed by Robert El-
man and experimental studies of
protein deficiency and temperature in
relation to the formation of edema
by M. Hegsted. Studies of the fate
of intravenously injected plasma al-
bumin were described by Fuller Al-
bright and its metabolism in normal
and undernourished individuals by
Charles S. Davidson. Clinieal

" studies of the relation of proteins to

nutritional edema were presented by
Dr. Gounelle. Certain immunologi-
cal aspects of the plasma proteins
were presented by Paul R. Cannon
and Michael Heidelberger, and the

effect of adrenal cortex on plasma’

protein formation and utilization and
the physiological properties of amino
acid antagonists were given by Abra-
ham White and Karl Dittman respec-
tively. Discussion followed each ses-
sion. The papers will be made avail-
able later as a monograph.

JouN B. YOUMANS

A thriving scarlet ibis colony
has been discovered in Venezuela by
Paul A. Zahl, New York ornitholo-
gist, who, under the sponsorship of
the National Geographic Society, has
been searching Venezuela’s inland
river system for the bird’s breeding
ground (see Science, Sept. 16, p.
289). The rookery lies some 125
miles west of San Fernando and
covers an area about half a mile
long and a quarter-mile wide, on a
nearly inaccessible flood plain.
‘‘From a distance,’’ Dr. Zahl stated,
‘¢its foliage looks as though it were
laden densely with blood-red fruit.”’
He estimates the number of adult
searlet ibis at about 5,000.

Recently Received—

List of Publications, U. S. Forest
Products Laboratory, January 1—
June 30, 1949. Madison 5, Wis-
consin.

Some Lower Huronian Stromatolites
of Northern Michigan. Eugene
S. Richardson, Jr. Fieldiana—Ge-
ology, Vol. 10, No. 8. Chicago
Natural History Museum.

Medical Mission to Poland and Fin-
land, July 1-August 27, 1948.
Abridged report, submitted by
Erwin Kohn. TUnitarian Service
Committee, Inc., 9 Park Street,
Boston 8.

Committee on Public Health Rela-
tions: A Summary Report of Ac-
tivities for the Year 1948. New
York Academy of Medicine, 2 E.
103 Street, New York 29.

Wissenschaft und Weltbild. Janu-
ary 1949.  (Issued quarterly.)
Verlag Herold, Vienna.

Second Notice on
AAAS Meeting

There are still plenty of New
York hotel rooms for the week
of the Association’s meeting,
December 26-31, but early indi-
cations of a shortage of single
rooms were justified. Miss Syl-
via T. Peltonen, Manager, Hous-
ing Bureau, New York Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, 500
Park Avenue, New York 22, who
is in charge of room assign-
ments, reported that she had
made reservations for the fol-
lowing number of persons, as of
November 7:

Statler 691
New Yorker 120
MeAlpin 412
Governor Clinton 192
Martinique 195

The Martinique is now com-
pletely booked; the Statler has
no more single rooms. Take ad-
vantage of double rooms and
make your reservations in par-
ties of two or more if possible.
If all Penn Zone hotels should
fill up there are excellent hotels
nearby, with the same price
range.




