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physies. All frequently used systems of units are intro-
duced with careful explanations, in the hope that the stu-
dent will be able to work with British and metric gravi-
tational units and British, egs, and mks absolute units.

VIVIAN A. JOHNSON
Purdue University
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This book is the successor to the authoritative and sue-
cessful Historical geology, first published by Charles
Schuchert in 1915, revised by Schuchert in 1924, and
authored jointly by Schuchert and Dunbar in 1933 and
1941. Each edition has been considered the authoritative
text on the stratigraphy and paleontology of North
America, and was preeminent in the paleogeography of
North America, in which subject Charles Schuchert was
the world’s foremost authority for over thirty years.
Invaluable as the paleogeographic maps were, it is rather,
odd that their importance in size and precision deelined
through the four editions.

Dunbar’s Historical geology follows the plan, the sub-
stance, and most of the illustrations of the previous

editions. An attempt has been made to popularize the
text by more general treatment of stratigraphic and bio-
logic facts, by omitting all but one of the stratigraphic
correlation tables, and by including many large illustra-
tions which cover from a quarter to half a page. The
paleogeoglaphm maps, which in previous editions were the
duthors’ mam original eontribution to historical geology,
have been reduced in effectiveness by purposely obscuring
the boundaries of the continent and the limits of the seas
by cloud effects, in order to emphasize the lack of knowl-
edge about ancient seas and lands. The chapter on the
origin of the earth might well have been reduced in
length, for all of the hypotheses discussed are confusing
and lack conviction, and are skipped as worthless by
many instructors.

‘Whereas the book has been made more attractive by
the emphasm on lllustratlons, and more readable by be-
ing less technigal, it has lost a good deal of value as
a text and a book of reference by omission of correla-
tion tables, and by the obsecuring of the paleogeographic
maps. Nevertheless, it is likely to continue to be one of
the leading textbooks in historical -geology.
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Indiana Universily
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