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physics. All frequently used systems of units are intro- editions. An attempt has been made to pop~rlarize the 
duced with careful explanations, in the hope that the stu- text by more general treatment of stratigraphic and bio- 
dent will be able to work with British and metric gravi- logic facts, by omitting all but one of the stratigraphic 
tational units and British, cgs, and mks absolute units. correlation tables, and by including many large illustra- 

VIVIANA. JOHNSONtions which cover from a quarter to halt a page. The 

Historical geo'ogy. Carl 0. Dunbnr. New York: John 
Wiley ; London: Chapman &- I-Iall, 1949. Pp. xii t 567. 
(Illustrated.) $5.00. 

This book is the successor to the autlloritative and suc- 
cessful Historical geology, first published by Charles 
Hchuchert in 1915, revised by Schuchert in 1924, and 
authored jointly by Schuchert ant1 Dunbar in 1933 and 
1941. Each edition has been considered the authoritative 
toxt on the stratigraphy and paleontology of North 
America, and was preeininent in the paleogeography of 
North America, in which subject Charles dchuchert was 
t11e world 's foremost authority for over thirty years. 
Invaluable as the paleogcographic inups were, i t  is rather. 
odd that their importance in size and precision declined 
through the four editions. 

nunbar's Historical geology follows the plan, the sub- 
stance, and most of the illostr:~tions of the prcviol~s 
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paleogeograpl~ic maps, which in previous editions were the 
authors' main original contribution to historiral geology, 
have been reduced in effectiveness by purposely obscuring 
tho boundaries of the continent and the limits of the seas 
by cloud effects, in order to emphasize thc lack of knowl- 
edge about ancient seas and lands. The cbaytcr on the 
oligin of the earth might well h:tvc beell reduced in 
length, for all of the hypotheses discussed arc confusing 
and lack conviction, and are skipped as v\ortliless by 
many instructors. 

Whereas the boolr has been maclc. I I I O I ~:rttractive by 
the emphasis on illustrations, and ruorc rt.:rduble by be- 
i ig less technical, i t  has lost a good d r ~ 1  of value as 
a text and a book of reference hy omiqsion of eorrela-
tion tables, and by the obscuring of the paleogeographic 
maps. Nevertheless, i t  is likely to continue to be one of 
the leading textbooks in histosic:d geology. 
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