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morale of those who are not winning tlreir w:ty into the 
promised land of milk and honcy. Such utopian mate- 
rialism is directly responsible for  the currcnt war psy-
clrology, for  we are etcrlially looking for  a scapegoat-
always the othcr fellow is this dog in thc mangcr-when 
n c  couple pcrsolial rcsponsihility with the fact  that  tlic 
proniiscd land is not in sight. 

From a truly irnpcrsonal, scicntific anglc, wc'd do well 
to think through these Malthusian problems, starting 
from the obscrvatioli of Boulding (Sci. Mon., 1949, 68, 
239) on the fallacies of composition and aggregation 
which obscure the fact  tha t  "the real world . . . cannot 
IIC ulidcrstood by any gelieralizatioir from individual el-
pcrience." Note how this agrccs wit11 tllc contention of 
1,eslic Wliitc (J. Wash. Acad. Sc., 1947, 37, 181-210; also 

The thirtieth annual meeting of the Pacific Division, 
AAAS, \vas held in Vancouver, Canada, June  13-1 6, with 
537 registered members and gncsts in attcndancc. This, 
tlic first Canadian mccting of the l'acific Division, was 
hcld on the c;lrrrpus of the University of Rritisli Coluinbi;t, 
and inasmuch as  i t  came hetwecli tcrms, i t  was possihlc to  
lrousc the delcga.tes in the living accommodations lioririally 
availahlc to studcnts. 

Carnpus cafeterias and the Faculty Club providcd ex-
cellent meals, and larger gatherings such as the general 
reception and the biologists' dinner were competently 
1i:tndled in Brock Memorial Hall. The University Exten- 
sion looked af ter  registration and assignment of rooms, 
dispensed information, provided projection equipment 
>!&ere and when needed, and took care of other miscel- 
laneous problems as  they turned up. All of this made 
for a compact, well-integrated meeting, and pointed to  
rnt~clr foresight and excellent organization by the local 
committee. 

Sceiiery is, perhaps, only :In incidental adjunct of a 
scientific nreeting. But it would be improper irot to  
~rie~ttionthat the Tiniversity of British Columbia occupies 
a location of breath-taking bcauty, a ~rolnont,ory loolting 
out across many square milcs of seascape-Burrard Inlet 
and IIowe Sound-to a backdrop of high, snow-covered 
mou~ltains. The visitors were not too preoccupied with 
scientific matters to  take note of this. 

E'orest ecologists h:td a chalice to study forests. Sea-
shore biologists went on a field tr ip a t  low tide. For  
fisl~eries, biologists, and oceanographers, the Canadiau 
Gover~iment made two boats available, one to deinonstrate 
new oceanographic equipinent and methods, the other to  
demonstrate trawling. 

There were three general evening sessions. At  the 
first of these L. S. Cressman, of the University of Oregon, 
as retiring president of the Pacific Division, gave an  
address on L 'Ear ly  Man in the Pacific Nortllwest,." D. S. 
R:~>vson, of the University of Saskatchrwan, spolte a t  thc 

Sci. Mon., 1948, 66, 235) tha t  thc in(Iivi(Iua1 is the crc:c- 
ture, not tlic creator, of his culturc; wl~icb leads us to  the 
conclusion tha t  "there is now only olic basic importance 
in the world . . . on which thc vcry existence of thc race 
depends" (in the intcrcst of the scicntific spirit wc must 
now reverse thc Chisholiil e r  cnthedva staterrrent)-"thc 
irnportalice of a n  tun-]emotional rclatiolisliip between t l ~ c  
pcoplc of tlic world," bascd upon a justice tha t  is  blind- 
folded to  persons and is using only an  insensate mccha-
nism. Tlie last word has not been said on Adam Smith's 
"unsecn hand," not cvcn by IIayek in his masterful dis- 
cussion of how thc rnoncy-pricc system controls "Tlie Usc 
of Knowledge in Society" (Amer. Ec. Rev., Sept. 1945). 
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sccon(I 011 "Scientific Fish liarvcsting in Great Slavc 
Lakc." At  tlic third, William J. Robbins, dircctor of 
thr  hTc\t York Botztnieal Garden, discussed "Growth, 
Norn~:rl and Abnoimal. ' ' 

The Divisional Symposium, licld Monday ;~ftcmoon, 
Junc  I::, had for i ts  geileial subject, "Anthropology allti 
its Appl~cations to Society." David Prcncli, of Xeed 
College, discussed ' ' Antliropological ICcscarch 111 tlrc W:rr 
Rr1oc:rtion Aiitlrority "; 13. G. Uarlictt spokc oil "Soci:tl 
Reseal ch for  Ad~ninistrative Tises "; and R. I?. Spencer, 
of the University of Minnesota, took for  his topic " Im 
migrant Culture and Acculturation. " 

Another general symposium was arlanged by the Pacific 
Science Roard of the National Research Council on thc 
general sub~ect ,  "ltesearch l'lans fo r  the Pacific Area, 
with Special Reference to the Seventh P?cific Science 
Congress." The speakers axid their topics were: k:. W. 
Gifford, University of California, "Anthropological l'rob 
lenrs in Fi j i  "; Pierre Ilanserean, University of Montreal, 
"Research l'lans Developed a t  the Seventh Pacific Sci 
ence Congress, Relating to  Natural  Ilistory and the Pro- 
tection of Nature "; John 1'. Tully, Pacific Biological 
Station, ATanaimo, B. C., "Plans and Needs for  Oceano- 
graphic Research as  Discussed a t  the Seventh Pacific Sci- 
ence Congress"; R. C. Miller, director, California Acad 
emy of Sciences, "Some Problems of Population, Food 
and Available Kesources in the l'acific Area." 

The wide range of interests represented in this con-
vention are well indicated by the symposia arranged by 
vai.ious societies on such topics :rs the following: "The 
Role of Chemistry in Pacific Northwest Industry," 
"Minor Element Nutrition in Western Soils, ' ' 'Why 
Plants Grow Where They Do, " '<New Methods of IIigh 
Speed Oceanographic Research," "Factors Influencing 
the Success of Reproduction in Anadromous and Shore 
Spawning Fishes," "Some Aspects of Fi re  in Natural  
Comrrinnities, " "What Has  Ecology Contributed to  the 
M:lnagement of Natural Resources of the West?" 
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A circumstan~e much appreciated both by the Pacific 
1)ivision and by the host institution was the prescnee 
throughout the meeting of the national presidcnt of the 
AAAS, E. C. Rtakrnan, and thc administrative sceretary, 
Howard A. Meyerhoff. Through confercnccs, informal 
addresses, and meetings with the Council and the lCxecu- 
tive Conrmittec of the Pacific Division, thcy coiitributed 
greatly to the success of the meeting and to thc per- 
n~:rnent values to be derived frorn it. 

'l'he following societies, rnceting in conjunction with 
thc Pacific Division, hcld progianis for the reading of 
scientific papels: American Chemical Society (Pacific 111-
t~rsectional Divi~ion) ,  hrnerican Meteorological Society, 
hnreriean Nature Study Socicty (Western Section), 
Amcrican Phytopathological Society (Pacific Division), 
izmerican Society for  Horticultural Science (Westcm 
Section), Am,.liean Socicty of Tchthyologists and Herpc- 
tologists (Wcsteln Division), American Society of Lirn-

nology and Oceanography, A~nerican Society of Plant 
Physiologists (Western Section), Association of Pacific 
Coast Beographers, Botanical Society of Arncrica (Pacific 
Scetion), Cooper Ornithological Club (Northern Division 
:nid Sorrthern I)ivision), Ecological Soeicty of America 
(Wratrnr Yection), IIerpetologists' Idcague, Pacific North- 
nest  Cird and 1f:xmmal Society, Pacific Scicncr Hoard of 
the National Rescarch Council, Society for Experimental 
Z>iology and Mcdieinc (Pacific Coast Hranch), Soeicty of 
Aineric:rn Bnctcriolofiists (Southern C!alifornia Rranch), 
Wcsteln Socirty of Natuialists, and Wcstern Society of 
Soil Rcience. 

'I'he Kiiti.:l~ Colunlbia Academy of Sciencc, an  affiliated 
society of the AAAS, gave up i ts  ailnual rnccting for  
1949 in order to participate more fully in the Vancou~er  
mectiiig of the Pacific Division. 

ROBERT C. MILI;ER 
,I.'c.ci c,trrr 11, Pacific D~vision, AAA S 
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