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I n  arriviirg a t  his final selection, tlrc corrrpilcr, on tlrc 
basis of his own teaching cspericnce, first drew 11p a list 
of 48 titles, which he sr~brilittecl to :L group of 14 psy-
clroiogists for critlcis~n and suggestiolrs o n  scrio~is omis- 
srorrs. Tire firr:ll list of (il clroices rcprcscrrts 111s attempt 
a t  a bnlal~cc betmeerr the wealth of material and tlre space 
avallai~le in one rolurne. I :e frankly adrnits tlrnt " . . . 
marly ~inportarrt co11t1 rl~utloti:; to psychology could not be 
irrclrldccl." Alcliongi~ so~rre \ \ I10  te:1c11 ~~sychology will 
doubtless discovc~ rcjilettable orr~issiolls, they \\ill, on thc 
other lrancl, probably fincl hcre nruclr if not most of what 

eral discussion of the role of j)sjclrologic;~l ncccls tlntl 
niotivation in tlie fl.:rllreworii of :~clion.  
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of wl.itten during t!!cthey ~voiild wish to have conr~eniently avnilable to t l ~ c ~ r  This I~ooli on the biology sex, 

clenlcntary students. H~storical  classics in scielltific 
literature beconrc increasingly rare a i ~ d  origirlal texts 
suffcl f r o ~ r ~  exposure to tllc wear arrtl tear of rcacling by 
1nl.g~classes. It is inrportant tha t  worthy classics should 
be reprinted in access;l)le form ancl thc cr)~:ipiler ancl 
pnblisircr have niatle a, rexl contribution tonr:trcl this end. 
Tlre voluirre has a good indrx for  ntunrs, but unCorturrntely 
has none for psyclrological topics. I t  has hci.11 planned 
Eore  for supplementary use in course tenchirig than for  
iniliv~ci~r:~l ul) tire I!acligroi~rrti of special study in ~vork i~ ig  
lielils ant1 subsects in r~syehology. A bibliogmphy of tcxts 
ancl articlcs on tllc history of psychologg. migilt appro-
lniately have bcoir inclotlcil; ho~uever, general stuclerrts 
of this niodcrrr sciontifie sulijcct will benefit from tlrc wcll- 
nrrangcd con~pilation. 
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Auf,grrbe Bey P s y c h o l o ~ i e :  Eise  Gescbichte ihrer  Probleme. 
(T!ic Task of Psycl~olcgy: A History of its l'roblcnls.) 
1':lul v. Schillcr. Vicnira, Austria: Sprii~ger-Tcrlag, 
1918. F'pr. 233.  $4.00. 

This 11ook is all enlarged :uril revised tr;ursl:rtion of a 
J iu~~gs r i a i roriginal publis?lcd in 1940 by the Ilnngariail 
Acaclc~lly of Sciences. I t  endeavors to reestablish the 
unity of psychology I!y pointing out its 2listor:c:tl ccnter- 
ing a l~ou t  thc concept of action (ITai?t7l!~ng), ~vitli its 
prime emphasis oir overt bclr:~vior and atljustrnclrt to air- 
~iiotnireilt lather than 011 the intrcsp+cti\e asp& of 
lrunian responses. The lattcl as1)er.t is seen as  sn1:orcli-
nate to the former, sonlen41at in tlre lrrariricr of the Arne, l -
can frcl~ctionalists and of F:ulrlcr. Ancient :tilt1 mctlie5al 
n~riters, such as  Pl:rto, Aristotle, Augustine, and 'rlionras 
receive more than tlrcir usual share of attention, ant1 I$ith 
thcrn the philosophical issues tied in with the history of 
psychology. Tlic 0rigin:clity of the author is  a t  i ts  lrcst 
in these chapters. 

;\lucli of the presentation of modern Amciican writers, 
primarily such ( 'molar l~ehaviorists" as  Tol~llall ant1 
L;lsiiley, is obviously niearit to he infornlative or1 a rela-
tively clcmrnfary level aircl :cdaptcd to the needs of the 
author's llurignrian students-\\,hose only pmctical~le 
access to the type of forc;gri literature iritolxed may well 
harc been this I~ook. After a iliseussion of psychoanalysis, 
behaviolism, Gestalt psgcl~ologr and some of tlrc o l d ~ r  
~~syehologicalsystcms, the author collclildes ~ c i t h  a gen-

u~ltler very clificnlt corrditiolrs, is  one of tlrc rnost rc,- 
marliable biological worlis tha t  lravc coille out in it-alg. 
during t l~ese yc:rrs. T)r. lia.cloa, professor of I)iology a t  
the Thriversity of Sicna, has ~\wrlictl for Inany years in 
these prol!lerr~s aucl has contributed sonic furicl;uucnt~.I 
rcsc:rrclrcs to the problenr of sex biology. I l c  lias done 
:r.lr c~sceilent j o l ~  in prcscnting here in a clear ancl 8imple 
way prolrlems that  arc son~ctilr~cs1na11c very cornplcx. 
One of the l~ook's rnost outstanding fea1,urc~s is its >\rc:lli,h 
of infoi.rnntion; the rc:lder fi~rcla Irere all Lire iriost i r r -
terestirrg data. on scx biology i l l  l>innts :rild :rrlimals, 
always ilrterprctccl i)g. the use of ~noclrrn genetics. Prob-
lenls of gerrei;cs of scs, cytogelletics, physiology of re-
production, phenotypic and genotypic sex clctcrinirratioi~, 
c l~c~nis t ryof scx horrnoircs in vertebrates, cx~ierIurcn'ca! 
scx r~vers ;~I ,and scx evolution arc all discnsseil. 

To cxar~ine  the snlijects tliscnssod in tire cho.ptcr on 
genetic tieternlinutiorr of sex, for  exan~plc, there a r c  
sectious or1 geirctic cletcrirri~ration of diplonts, crossiiig of 
a 2leteroaygot.e with n rece>:sivc horr~ozygote, nnmcric:rI 
ratio of sex, sex in identical trvins, sex cllrornosorncs, in- 
heritance of c!raractcrs linlicd to  sex (irian, Ihosop7li:rc, 
c;it, lIfela?irLl.i,~c?ia, cbiclicn, bott,erflies), equi1ii)riunr of scx 
griles, gc~nctic distribution in the ganrctophytes of the  
a.l)loclil~lonts, determir1:ttion of sex with zygotic recloe-
tion, scx in hermaphrodites, :nrd sterilit,. in p la l~ts  :~nd 
anirn:tls, All the other nine c11:lpters of t l ~ c  I~oolc pro- 
vide just as thorouglr trcatnrcnt of tlrcir snlj.jeets. 

Another interesting feature of tlre boolr is i ts  repo1.t- 
ing of rc,senrch on sex biology done in Europe during 
the n-:rr years nrirl ~ i o t  yet well known in tlie Ul~ited 
Statcs-for exnnrplc, the ~ ~ o r l i s  Il:~rtm:lrn~ and of lljs 
school in Gcrr~iany, on the pliysiolcgy of reproductiori in 
tho ec.hinodcrnis, ant1 fintlirigs in the same field a t  the 
Zoological Station of Nal)lcs during the war years. 

I n  spite of the vast amount of rriatcri;il, the real pro:^-
lcrn is never lost in dct;ri;s, 1,ut a1~v:cys emerges clear 
and vivitl. 

St the eiltl of each chapter tlrerc arc references to rc- 
view articles and other collateral material, besides the 
referericcs to original literature for those who wish 1.0 
go morc deeply into a particular subjcct. 

Tlris hook may be well recommendeil hot,h to biologists 
who want to Beep 'inforiiied of nc\v pro!;le~us arid t o  
students who want to  become acqni~intcd with this part  
of inoderri biology. 
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