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Contributions to  the anthropology of the Soviet Union. 

(Publ. 3947.) Henry Field. (Compiler.) Washing-
ton; D. C.: Smithsonian institution, 1948. Pp. vii t 
244. (Illustrated.) $2.00. 

This volume, which is a compilation of recent Soviet 
da ta  pertaining to the archaeology and physical anthro- 
pology of the USSR, is  certainly the most comprehensive 
and an~bitious of Dr. Field's long and very impressive list 
of valuable publications dealing with the study of man 
in the lands administered by the Russians. Dr. Field 
acquired the bulk of his material in Moscow and Lcnin- 
grad during June  and July, 1945, when he was a delegate 
to the Jubilee Session celebrating the 220th anniversary 
of the founding of the Academy of Sciences of the 
USSR by Peter the Great. These ~neetings, known as  the 
All-Union Conference on Archaeology, were attended by a 
total of 156 delegates. I n  chapter I, Dr. E'ield has ably 
summarized the scope and significance of the most im-
portant papers presented a t  this conference. Collectively, 
these revcal tha t  Soviet scientists are now prepared to 
admit without reservation the fac t  tha t  archaeological 
investigations in the USSR during the past twenty-five 
years have contributed a wealth of new and important 
material bearing on the problen~ of the origin of the Slavs 
ant1 the development of humanity from Palaeolithic times 
to the Middle Ages. 

V. V. Runak, who prepared chapter IS, has included 
brief accounts of the fossil human remains found a t  
Tcshili-Tash, Southern Bulthara, and Iciili-lcoba, Crimea, 
a s  well as some general comments regarding current re-
search on skeletal material from various sections of the 
USSR, racial studies in Siberia and the Caucasus, and 
investigations of a joint anthroyological-merlical nature 
on growth changes in the human borly. Chapters IS1 and 
I V  are devoted entirely to archaeology, the former being 
a translation of a paper by P. P. Eiimenlio and N. A. 
Beregovaia published in 1941 on "Palaeolithic Sites in 
tlre USSR." It presents a comprehensive summary of 
some 304 Palaeolithic localities in ICuropean Russia and 
Siberia based on the data available during 1938; how- 
ever, all bibliographic references have been deleted from 
tElp translation. Under the heading "Miscellanea Arch-
aeologia," the title of chapter IV, Dr. Field has as-
sembled a series of items of archaeological interest from 
the Ukraine, Crimea, Blacli Sea coast, Caucasus, Armenia, 
Ilon region, Volga region, Urals, Russian Turliestan, and 
Siberia. I n  ninny instances thesc supplemeirt notes were 
]-)reoiously published by the :~iithor on the same gcneral 
subject. 

More than one-half of the book (total:  131 pages) con-
sists of a sories of studies based 011 the results obtained 
by Soviet p11ys;cal anthropologists, together with oh-rva-  
tions recorded by Dr. Field himself in the Soviet Union 
during Septemller and October, 1934. The most im-
portant of these studies, nhich ;we gi'ol~pcd under the 

general heading ' ' Miscellanea Anthropologia (chapter 
V),  concern the peoples of the Western Pamirs, the 
Mountain Tnjiks, the peoples of Uzbekistan, the Kazakhs, 
the Turliomans, and the Turkish peoples of the USSR. 
Other sections of this chapter are devoted to a description 
of the so-called Tardenoisian skeleton from Fatma Koba, 
Crimea, a summary of the pnlneo-anthropolog;yropology of the 
Lower Volga area (third millcnium B. C. to the third 
century A. D.), the results of various craniological studies, 
including 14th and 15th century Tartars, I<:~lul~yks, 
Ulchi, Yaliuts, Orochis, and Aleuts, as well as short dis- 
cussions on the origin of the Mongols and Eskimos, and 
blood groups in the Caucasus and of the Turkomans. 
The extraordinary range and wealth of material presented 
here testifies to Dr. FieldJs broad understanding of racial 
problems, particularly those bearing on Asia. All Ameri- 
can anthropologists nil1 await with interest the forth-
coming publication of his Contrzb?~tions to the a n t h ~ o -  
pology o f  the Carrcasus. I n  the meantme, the Smithsonian 
Institution is to  be congmtnlated for  bringing out the 
present volume, and commended for the excellence of the 
format employed. This is a booli which no student of 
either Old World prehistoric archaeology or physical 
anthropology can afford to be without. 

IIALLAM1,. MOVIUS,JK. 
Peabody Mti.seu?n of Avchaeology and Ethnology, 
Harvard Unzwe~sity 

Readings is the history of psychology. Wayne Dermis. 
(Ed.) New Pork  : Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1948. 
Pp. xi t 587. $4.75. 

This is  the first such volume of selected readings, all 
presented in the English language, to appear since 1912. 
It is timely in tha t  psychology has changed much in the 
last forty years. The compiler has chosen 61 classics 
tha t  are based mostly on investigation and esperimenta- 
tion. Articles are reprinted in full ;  monographs and 
books are rcprescnted by excerpts. The arrangement is 
chi onolopical by date of pi~blication, and full bib-
liographical data are given. Some readings are as short 
as one or two pages; none escecds eighteen. 

Therc are two readings from Aristotle; all the others 
date from the 17th century or later;  half are more recent 
than Wundt's founding of experin~ental psyehologg in 
1879. Thirty are 19th ccntury and eighteen 20th ceirtury 
contributions, the latest by C. I,. Hull in 1930. T n o  to 
four selections are  made from the worlrs of some of the 
outstanding figures in the history of psychology-for 
example, Thomas Young, E. I[. Weber, JIelmholtz, Galton, 
Cattcll, Tlrornclilce, I<olller, Lnshley, and Rinet ancl Simon. 
Such emphasis seems appropriate in assembling scientific 
material from a total of 46 coi~tributors to the more 
iiumediate backgruiinil of n1odc1.n psychology as  usually 
Inlight in Aruerican colleges ancl i~niversities. 
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I n  arriviirg a t  his final selection, tlrc corrrpilcr, on tlrc 
basis of his own teaching cspericnce, first drew 11p a list 
of 48 titles, which he sr~brilittecl to :L group of 14 psy-
clroiogists for critlcis~n and suggestiolrs o n  scrio~is omis- 
srorrs. Tire firr:ll list of (il clroices rcprcscrrts 111s attempt 
a t  a bnlal~cc betmeerr the wealth of material and tlre space 
avallai~le in one rolurne. I :e frankly adrnits tlrnt " . . . 
marly ~inportarrt co11t1 rl~utloti:; to psychology could not be 
irrclrldccl." Alcliongi~ so~rre \ \ I10  te:1c11 ~~sychology will 
doubtless discovc~ rcjilettable orr~issiolls, they \\ill, on thc 
other lrancl, probably fincl hcre nruclr if not most of what 

eral discussion of the role of j)sjclrologic;~l ncccls tlntl 
niotivation in tlie fl.:rllreworii of :~clion.  

EGONGIZUNS\YIK 
7l~zi1~ersi /?j  Cal ifo~.rbiaa1 Rci.i,.e!c!jof 

Storin nnturrtle del  sesso. 1~:1i?:1111ielc T ~ u , i n ,It:ily:i?:ldo:r. 
Giulio [.:innndi, 1018. Pi).560. ( 1l lnstr,:~te~l.)2100 
lire. 

of wl.itten during t!!cthey ~voiild wish to have conr~eniently avnilable to t l ~ c ~ r  This I~ooli on the biology sex, 

clenlcntary students. H~storical  classics in scielltific 
literature beconrc increasingly rare a i ~ d  origirlal texts 
suffcl f r o ~ r ~  exposure to tllc wear arrtl tear of rcacling by 
1nl.g~classes. It is inrportant tha t  worthy classics should 
be reprinted in access;l)le form ancl thc cr)~:ipiler ancl 
pnblisircr have niatle a, rexl contribution tonr:trcl this end. 
Tlre voluirre has a good indrx for  ntunrs, but unCorturrntely 
has none for psyclrological topics. I t  has hci.11 planned 
Eore  for supplementary use in course tenchirig than for  
iniliv~ci~r:~l ul) tire I!acligroi~rrti of special study in ~vork i~ ig  
lielils ant1 subsects in r~syehology. A bibliogmphy of tcxts 
ancl articlcs on tllc history of psychologg. migilt appro-
lniately have bcoir inclotlcil; ho~uever, general stuclerrts 
of this niodcrrr sciontifie sulijcct will benefit from tlrc wcll- 
nrrangcd con~pilation. 

IV .  1%.MII,ES 
Tale lJ?lruersit?/ 

Auf,grrbe Bey P s y c h o l o ~ i e :  Eise  Gescbichte ihrer  Probleme. 
(T!ic Task of Psycl~olcgy: A History of its l'roblcnls.) 
1':lul v. Schillcr. Vicnira, Austria: Sprii~ger-Tcrlag, 
1918. F'pr. 233.  $4.00. 

This 11ook is all enlarged :uril revised tr;ursl:rtion of a 
J iu~~gs r i a i roriginal publis?lcd in 1940 by the Ilnngariail 
Acaclc~lly of Sciences. I t  endeavors to reestablish the 
unity of psychology I!y pointing out its 2listor:c:tl ccnter- 
ing a l~ou t  thc concept of action (ITai?t7l!~ng), ~vitli its 
prime emphasis oir overt bclr:~vior and atljustrnclrt to air- 
~iiotnireilt lather than 011 the intrcsp+cti\e asp& of 
lrunian responses. The lattcl as1)er.t is seen as  sn1:orcli-
nate to the former, sonlen41at in tlre lrrariricr of the Arne, l -
can frcl~ctionalists and of F:ulrlcr. Ancient :tilt1 mctlie5al 
n~riters, such as  Pl:rto, Aristotle, Augustine, and 'rlionras 
receive more than tlrcir usual share of attention, ant1 I$ith 
thcrn the philosophical issues tied in with the history of 
psychology. Tlic 0rigin:clity of the author is  a t  i ts  lrcst 
in these chapters. 

;\lucli of the presentation of modern Amciican writers, 
primarily such ( 'molar l~ehaviorists" as  Tol~llall ant1 
L;lsiiley, is obviously niearit to he infornlative or1 a rela-
tively clcmrnfary level aircl :cdaptcd to the needs of the 
author's llurignrian students-\\,hose only pmctical~le 
access to the type of forc;gri literature iritolxed may well 
harc been this I~ook. After a iliseussion of psychoanalysis, 
behaviolism, Gestalt psgcl~ologr and some of tlrc o l d ~ r  
~~syehologicalsystcms, the author collclildes ~ c i t h  a gen-

u~ltler very clificnlt corrditiolrs, is  one of tlrc rnost rc,- 
marliable biological worlis tha t  lravc coille out in it-alg. 
during t l~ese yc:rrs. T)r. lia.cloa, professor of I)iology a t  
the Thriversity of Sicna, has ~\wrlictl for Inany years in 
these prol!lerr~s aucl has contributed sonic furicl;uucnt~.I 
rcsc:rrclrcs to the problenr of sex biology. I l c  lias done 
:r.lr c~sceilent j o l ~  in prcscnting here in a clear ancl 8imple 
way prolrlems that  arc son~ctilr~cs1na11c very cornplcx. 
One of the l~ook's rnost outstanding fea1,urc~s is its >\rc:lli,h 
of infoi.rnntion; the rc:lder fi~rcla Irere all Lire iriost i r r -
terestirrg data. on scx biology i l l  l>innts :rild :rrlimals, 
always ilrterprctccl i)g. the use of ~noclrrn genetics. Prob-
lenls of gerrei;cs of scs, cytogelletics, physiology of re-
production, phenotypic and genotypic sex clctcrinirratioi~, 
c l~c~nis t ryof scx horrnoircs in vertebrates, cx~ierIurcn'ca! 
scx r~vers ;~I ,and scx evolution arc all discnsseil. 

To cxar~ine  the snlijects tliscnssod in tire cho.ptcr on 
genetic tieternlinutiorr of sex, for  exan~plc, there a r c  
sectious or1 geirctic cletcrirri~ration of diplonts, crossiiig of 
a 2leteroaygot.e with n rece>:sivc horr~ozygote, nnmcric:rI 
ratio of sex, sex in identical trvins, sex cllrornosorncs, in- 
heritance of c!raractcrs linlicd to  sex (irian, Ihosop7li:rc, 
c;it, lIfela?irLl.i,~c?ia, cbiclicn, bott,erflies), equi1ii)riunr of scx 
griles, gc~nctic distribution in the ganrctophytes of the  
a.l)loclil~lonts, determir1:ttion of sex with zygotic recloe-
tion, scx in hermaphrodites, :nrd sterilit,. in p la l~ts  :~nd 
anirn:tls, All the other nine c11:lpters of t l ~ c  I~oolc pro- 
vide just as thorouglr trcatnrcnt of tlrcir snlj.jeets. 

Another interesting feature of tlre boolr is i ts  repo1.t- 
ing of rc,senrch on sex biology done in Europe during 
the n-:rr years nrirl ~ i o t  yet well known in tlie Ul~ited 
Statcs-for exnnrplc, the ~ ~ o r l i s  Il:~rtm:lrn~ and of lljs 
school in Gcrr~iany, on the pliysiolcgy of reproductiori in 
tho ec.hinodcrnis, ant1 fintlirigs in the same field a t  the 
Zoological Station of Nal)lcs during the war years. 

I n  spite of the vast amount of rriatcri;il, the real pro:^-
lcrn is never lost in dct;ri;s, 1,ut a1~v:cys emerges clear 
and vivitl. 

St the eiltl of each chapter tlrerc arc references to rc- 
view articles and other collateral material, besides the 
referericcs to original literature for those who wish 1.0 
go morc deeply into a particular subjcct. 

Tlris hook may be well recommendeil hot,h to biologists 
who want to Beep 'inforiiied of nc\v pro!;le~us arid t o  
students who want to  become acqni~intcd with this part  
of inoderri biology. 

GINA CAS~J'ELNUOTTO 
Via Bon,conrpagni 16 
Eonie, Italy/ 


