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NEWS 

and Notes 


Richard H. Young, dean of the 
College of Medicine of the Univer- 
sity of Utah, has been made dean of 
tlie Medical School of Northwestern 
University. Dr. Young succeeds J. 
Roscoe Miller, who has been ap-
pointed president of the university. 

Stanley D. Wilson, who has just 
completed twenty years as  dean of 
tlie College of Science a t  Yenching 
University, is  retiring this month 
and will return to  tlre United States 
during the summer. Dr. Wilson ar-  
rived in China in 1917 to organize 
instruction in chemistry a t  tlie Pre- 
medical School of Peiping Union 
Medical College (Rockefeller Foun- 
dation), and later became professor 
of organic chemistry a t  the College 
of Science of Yencliing University. 

William A. Hinton has been ap- 
pointed clinical professor of bacteri- 
o1og.y and immunology a t  the IIar-  
vurd Medical School. Dr. Hiliton is  
director of the 1,aboratory Depart- 
ment of the Boston Dispensary, chief 
of the Wasserman Laboratory of the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health, and special consultant to  the 
U. S. Public Health Service. 

C. J. Goodnight, of the Depart- 
ment of Biological Sciences, l'urdue 
University, with his wife and a group 
of graduate students, left  June  23 
for  Guatemala and southern Mexico 
to conduct ecological studies on the 
mammals, birds, reptiles, and ani-
mal parasites of tropical mountain 
communities. The expedition, fi-
nanced by a grant from the Purdue 
Research Foundation, will be Dr. 
and Mrs. Goodnight's fourtlt research 
project in these regions. T l~cy  will 
continue their worlc on tropical spe- 
cies of Phalangida in relation to  tlie 
problem of continental drift. 

Carl Voegtlin, former director of 
cancer research and retired chief of 

the National Cancer Institute of the 
U. S. Public Health Service, has 
been elected honorary member of the 
Swiss Academy of the Medical 
Sciences. 

Roger Revelle, director of ocean-
ographic research during the Bikini 
tests and resurvey, has been named 
associate director of the University 
of California Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography. 

Isabelle H. Perry has resigned a s  
director of the Department of On-
cology of the Women's Medical Col- 
lege, Philadelphia, to  accept a posi-
tion as  executive secretary of the 
Subcommittee on Oncology of the 
Committee on lJatliology for  the Na- 
tional Research Council. 

Roy G. Hermann has been ap-
pointed head of tlie Biochemistry 
Section of tlie Research Labora-
tories of the Wm. S. Merrell Com-
pany, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Visitors to U. S. 

Himansu Kurnar Mitra, head 
of the Eefractories Engineering 1)e- 
partrnent of Tata  Iron and Steel 
Company in India, visited l'itts-
burgh +Tune 21-26 as  part  of a two- 
rnonth tour of U. s. steel and refrac- 
tories plants. H e  came here to  a t -  
tend the meetings of the Rotary In -  
ternational in New York City, to 
which he was the representative from 
India,  and the Rotary Governors' 
International Assembly a t  Lake Pla- 
cid. On his return trip, Dr. Mitra 
will spend several weelcs in England. 

Visitors a t  the National Bureau 
of Standards during the week of 
June  27-July 1 included: A. J. A. 
Roux, principal research officer, 
South African Council for  Scientific 
and Industrial Research; M.Esco-
lano, director, Instituto Tecnico de 
l a  Construcci6n y del Cemento, Ma- 
drid, Spain; Realf Ottesen, civil 
engineer, Norwegian Motor Engine 
Manufacturers Research Laboratory, 
Trondheim, Norway; Anand N. 
Harkauli, irrigation engineer with 
Irrigation Department, United l'rov- 
inces, India ;  and Gordon W. Col- 
lett, chief chemist, Wanderlioh, Ltd., 
of Sydney, Australia. 

Grants and Awards 

Five Bausch and Lomb Science 
Scholarships, valued a t  $1,500 each, 
have been awarded a t  the University 
of Rochester. Seven other finalists 
in the nationwide competition stood 
so high tha t  they have been awarded 
comparable scholarships by tlie uni- 
versity. A total of 61 students, in- 
cluding this year's recipients, have 
been granted major scholarships a t  
the university as  a result of tlie an- 
nual Bauscli and Lomb Science 
Scholarship contests during tlre last  
six years. The awards are made on 
a competitive basis to  students 
tlirougliout the United States. 

The Commonwealth Fund has 
awarded 20 fellowships for  1949-50, 
aniong them 12  to the following 
scientists: Richard E. D.Bishop, as- 
sistant lecturer in applied mechanics, 
South Eas t  London Technical Col-
lege, to study mechanical engineer-
ing (dynamics and vibrations) a t  
Stanford University; John Glover, 
assistant lecturer in biochemistry, 
I~iverpool, t o  study the techniques of 
radioactive and stable isotopes a s  
tracer elements for  the investiga-
tion of biochemical processes, a t  tlie 
Edward Mallinclcrodt Institute of 
Radiology, St .  Louis; A. Michael 
Michel.son, research student, Cam-
bridge, to study the broader as-
pects of nucleic acids and nucleo-
tides a t  the California Institute of 
Technology ; John C. S. Puterson, 
senior registrar, Department of Medi- 
cine, Post-Graduate Medical School 
of London, to study the chemical 
pathology of extracellular fluid in 
the presence of anemia, a t  tlie School 
of Medicine and Dentistry, Univer-
sity of Rochester; Audre?~ June  Pin-  
sent, research student, I~ i s t e r  Insti- 
tute, University of London, to  study 
the functions of trace elements i n  
the metabolism of microorganisms, 
a t  Stanford University's Hopkins 
Marine Station, Pacific Grove, Cali- 
fornia;  Williunh I. Pumphreg, re-
search leader, Department of Indus- 
trial Metallurgy, University of Eir-  
rnjngham, to study the application 
of metallurgical principles to  in-
dustry ; Clat~deA. Rogers, assistant 
lecturer in mathematics, University 
College, London, to study the geom- 



etry of numbers and combinational 
topology a t  the Institute for  Ad-
vanced Study, Princeton; George J. 
Ron~anes, lecturer, Department of 
Anatomy, University of Edinburgh, 
to  study the structure of the nervous 
system, especially tlie ventral horn 
cells, a t  tlie College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Columbia. University ; 
George Smith, extradispensary sur-
geon, Western Infirmary, and dem-
onstrator in n~latomy, University of 
Glasgow, to study cardiovascular 
surgery and congenital disorders a t  
the Johns Iiopkins Hospital, and a t  
the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, Columbia University; Len C. 
[L'a~jlor, research student a t  the Ox- 
ford Institute of Experimental l'sy- 
chology and t l ~ e  Department of Edu- 
cation, Oxford University, to study 
adolescent educational psychology ; 
Darcy Walker, research fellow, Phys- 
ics Department, University of Birm- 
ingham, to study experimental tech- 
niques in nuclear physics a t  Cornell 
University; and Peter J. Wheutley, 
demonstrator and lecturer in chem- 
istry, University of Oxford, to  study 
thc infrared spectra of rapidly burn- 
ing suhstanccs, a t  the University of 
Minnesota. 

The National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis has allocated al- 
most $2,000,000 of Marc11 of Dimes 
funds for  new projects in virus re-
search, profcssional education and 
training in poliomyelitis, and study 
of after-care of the disease. 

The grants for virus research 
were made to New Yorlc University- 
Bellevue Medical Ccnter, University 
of Minnesota, Michigan Ycpartmcnt 
of Health Laboratories, University 
of Michigan, Bowman Gray Scliool 
of Medicine of Walce Forest College, 
University of Washington, University 
of California a t  Berkeley, Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, Johns Hopkins 
University, Yale University, Chicago 
Board of Health, University of Ten- 
nessee, and University of Cincinnati. 
National Foundation heaclquartcrs 
will aclminister an  appropriation of 
$20,000 to determine the role of 
flies in the transmission of human 
polio. 

Recipients of appropriations fo r  
professional education are American 
Public H e d t h  Association, Natiowal 
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Organization of Public Health Nurs- 
ing, American Physical Therapy As- 
sociation, Committee on Careers in 
Nursing, D. T. Watson School of 
Physical Therapy, Northwestern Uni- 
versity Medical School, University of 
Southern California, Meharry Medi- 
cal College, and Washington Univer- 
sity School of Medicine. 

Eight medical schools and 110s-
pitals received funds for  the stucly 
of after-care. They are Children's 
Ilospital, Boston; University of Illi- 
nois; Northwestern University; Uni- 
versity of California; University of 
Minnesota; Brown University; Uni-
versity of Vermont; and Corrlell 
University. 

Fellowships 

The National Research Council 
announces the availability of a fund 
of $25,000 from tlie estate of Charles 
It. Blalcely for support of research 
in the field of lymphatic leukemia. 
Application forms for grants-in-aid 
from this fund and further informa- 
tion may be obtained fro111 the chair- 
man, Division of Medical Sciences, 
NRC, 2101 Constitutioii Avenur, 
N.W., Washington 25, D. C. 

The American Cyanamid Corn- 
pany announces tlie renewal of 15  
scholarships for tlie academic year 
1949-50, cliiefly in the ficlds of 
chemistry and chcmical engineering. 
These scholarships provide $1,500, 
and are awarded to graduate stn-
dents in their last  year of predoc-
toral study. Recipients of postdoc-
toral scholarships receive $3,000. 

Scholarships have been established 
a t  Brown University, Massachusetts 
Tnstitute of Technology, Columbia 
University, Princeton University, 
University of Virginia, Pennsylvania 
Statc Collegc, Cornell University, 
Univcrsity of Illinois, University of 
Notre Dame, University of Michi-
gan, Univcrsity of Wisconsin, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, University of 
Colorado, aiicl Purclue University. 

The National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis announces the 
following scholarships and fellow-
ships available i n  physical medicine, 
public hedtli, medical social worlr, 
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and physical therapy, under recently 
approved appropriations totaling 
$495,000: $100,000 has been allo-
cated for  clinical fellowships in 
physical medicine for  periods of one 
to three years of study, open to 
physicians who wish to prepare for  
eligibility for  certificatien by the 
American Board of Physical Medi-
cine; $50,000 for fellowships to  
physicians for one year of postgrad- 
uate study leading to the degree of 
l\ilaster of Public Health ; $225,000 
for physical therapy scholarsliips in 
approved schools for nien and women 
in need of financial aid to corrlplete 
training; $100,000 for medical social 
~vorlc scholarships ; $20,@00 for  fel- 
lowships of two to four weelcs' dura- 
tion for the study of poliomyelitis 
patients a t  courses to be given a t  
Children's Hospital in Boston, City 
I-Iospital in Cleveland, University of 
Colorado Medical Center in Denver, 
and Stanford University Scliool of 
Medicine in San Francisco. All 
scholarships are on a competit~ve 
basis. Further information and 
application blanlcs may be obtained 
from the Division of Professional 
JCducation, National Foulidation for  
Infantile Paralysis, 120 Uroadn~aj , 
New Yorlc 5, New Yorlc. 

Colleges and Utliversities 
The Medical College of the Uni- 

versity of Vermont has establislied 
a Cardiovascular Unit in i ts  Bisllop 
DcGoesbriand I-Iospital. W. Raab, 
professor of experimental medicine 
a t  the univcrsity, will be director 
and attending physician. Dr. Raah, 
a former assistant of K. F. Wcncke-
back, cardiologist a t  the University 
of Vienna, has been conducting 
cardiovascular research a t  Burling-
ton since 1939. 

The Midwest Inter-Library Cen- 
ter, incorporated last March under 
the auspices of ten Midclle Western 
universities, will be located on the 
University of Chicago campus. The 
center, a nonprofit corporation, !vas 
established with a $750,000 grant  
from the Carnegie Corporation ancl 
a $250,000 grant from thc Rockc-
feller Corporation. It is  a libraries' 
library and will furnish central hous- 
ing and servicing for coopcrntivc dc-
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posit and use of research materials 
by the participating universities 
which are:  University of Chicago, 
University of Illinois, Illinois Insti- 
tute of Technology, Indiana Univer- 
sity, State University of Iowa, Uni- 
versity of Kansas, Michigan State 
College, University of Minnesota, 
Northwestern University, and Purdue 
University. More than a million 
voluirles will be stored in the six-
story building. The site provicles 
sufficient space for  a second unit to 
be built in the future. 

Industrial Laboratories 

New laboratory f ncilities for  chem- 
ical and physical research by the 
Kellex Corporation for  the U. S. 
Atomic Energy Commission in i ts  
nuclear reactor development program 
are now in operation a t  the Jersey 
City plant of the M. W. Kellogg 
Company, the parent company. The 
laboratory will be headecl by W. A. 
Bain, director of chemical research. 

A el e 11 o s i n e-5-phosphoric acid 
(AMP),  the adenine nucleoticle us-
ually called muscle adenylic acid, is  
now available from Schwarz Lab- 
oratories, Inc. Macle by a proccss 
that  does not require the use of ani- 
mal tissues, this basic constituent of 
such vital coenzymes as  A T P  ancl 
coenzyme I has been used clinically 
in the treatment of cardiac affec-
tions, some types of rheuirlatic 
conditions, and malnutrition. 

Meetings and Elections 

Plant and animal nutrition in 
relation to soil and climatic fac- 
tors will be the theme of the first 
of the series of British Common-
wealth specialist conferences on agri- 
culture, recom~rlended by the 1946 
Official Scientific Conference in Jjon- 
don. The conference will be held 
in Australia in August. Visitors 
from thc U. S., Canada, India, South 
Africa, and New Zealand will par- 
ticipate. 

A colloquium on macromolecules 
will be conducted on September 2, 
3, and 5 by the Macromolecules Sec- 
tion of the International Union of 

Chemistry, as par t  of i t s  Septembcr 
5-11 conference. Subjects uncler 
discussion will inclucle the kine-
matics of polyirlerization and macro- 
molecules in solution. The collo-
quium was initiated by H. F. Mark, 
of the Polytechnic Institute' of 
Brooklyn, a i d  has as i ts  executive 
committee I-I. R. Icruyt, chairman; 
J. J. Hermans, R. Ilouwinli, C. Kon- 
ingsberger, L. J. Oostcrhoff, J. Th. 
G. Overbeek, ancl A. J. Staverman, 
all of the Netherlands. Further in- 
forination may be obtaineel by writ- 
ing to the Executive Committee, P. 0. 
Box 71, Jjeiden, Holland. 

Plans are being made for  the 
Fifth International Congress of 
Microbiology to be held August 17- 
24, 1950, in Rio de Janeiro. The ex- 
ccutive coirlmittee inclucles Henrique 
Aragao, president; H. C. de Souza- 
Araujo, first vice president, Genesio 
Pacheco, second vice president ; 
Olyrnpio da  Fonseca, executive sec-
retary; Joaquiirl Travassos, secre-
tary;  Cassio Mirancla, treasurer. 

The program is built around sec-
tions on general and industrial micro- 
biology, medical bacteriology, viruses, 
Rickettsia1 diseases, mycology, proto- 
zoology, bacterial diseases of plants, 
microbiology of water and soil, and 
immunity ancl resistance. 

President Dutra of Brazil has au- 
thorized a special round-trip Bra-
zilia,n boat for  the transportation of 
European irlembers and delegates to  
the congress, and hotel accommoda- 
tions will be arranged for  them by 
the committee: 

The National Shellfisheries As- 
sociation, a t  its annual meeting 
June  7-9, elected the following offi-
cers : president, James Nelson Gow-
anloch, Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries ; vice presi-
dent, James B. Engle, U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service; secretary, A. 
F. Chestnut, University of North 
Carolina Institute of Fisheries Re-
search; and treasurer, David H. 
Wallace, Maryland Departnient of 
Tidewater Fisheries. The meeting 
was held jointly with the Oyster In- 
stitute of North America and the 
Oyster Growers and Dealers Asso 
ciation of North America. 

An international conference on 
the optical properties of thin films 
was held in Marseille, April 19-23. 
This was one of a series of scientific 
gatherings sponsored by the French 
Centre National cle Recherche Scien- 
tifique. Among the representatives 
were A. Vasicek from Czechoslo-
vakia; P. Jacquinot, M. Perrot, ancl 
P. Rouard from France; K. Green-
land, 0. S. I-Ieavens, H. Kuhn, and 
S. Tolansky froirl Englancl; P. Van 
Alphen and B. Blaisse from Holland ; 
M. Ballerini from Italy;  M. Schaetti 
from Switzerlancl; B. Billings, J. 
Strong, N. Scott, ancl A. Turner from 
the United States. The conference 
was organizecl by P. Rousrcl, direc- 
tor of the Physical Tlaboratory of the 
Facult6 des Sciences in Marseille. 

This conference was a manifesta-
tion of thc current interests in thin 
film optics. These interests were 
kindled by the evaporation of metal- 
lic reflecting coats by Ritchl and 
Ornstcin, by low inclex reflection-
reducing and high index reflection-
enhancing films, and by combinations 
of all these to produce color films, 
filters, and interferometers. 

The conference itself was out-
standing in tha t  each paper pre-
sented material completely diflerent 
from the others. This was particu- 
larly remarlrable since the  publica- 
tions of several of the members \%rere 
i n  journals not accessible to  the 
others. The conference was divided 
into several sections. The first was 
devoted to  the cliscussion of the 
theoretical analysis of the optical be- 
havior of thin films. Several in-
genious techniques were presented 
for  the matheinatical treatment of 
films of varying index of refraction. 
One treatment was based on the 
electrical impedance analogue, an-
other used a matrix technique in 
which the equations were set up  for 
nlany layers, which were then al-
lowed to becoirle infinitesimal i n  
thickness. These treatmcnts would 
seem to foreshadow the irlore fre-
quent appearance of such films in 
the laboratories of experimental 
physicists. 

I n  the next section most of the 
papers were on the optical propertics 
of thin films. Two pieces of re-
search reported were new to most of 
the American group. One was the 



demonstration by Professor Rouard 
of Marseille which showed tha t  the 
reflection of light going from glass 
to air can be eliminated by a metal 
film. I n  this demonstration light 
was rcflcctcd froirl a wedge of glass 
which was coated on the back by a 
wcclge of metal. Thc metal surface 
was imaged on the screen and showed 
a blaclc band a t  the thiclcness a t  
which reflection was eliniinatcd. Be-
cause of dispersion in certain metals 
the blaclr band was replaced by a 
colored fringe. Another piece of new 
research was the preparation of a 
film of iron oxide which seemed to  
coml~ine the mechanical features of 
TiO, film with the desirable optical 
features of Sb,S,. I n  this same 
group of papers werc a series of 
tallrs on narrow band filters. One 
five-layer filter had both narrower 
pass bands and higher peak trans-
mission than the older type of silver- 
dielectric-silver interference filter. 

The final part  of the conference 
was given over to the applications 
of thin films. Although thc opti-
cal propcrtics of thin films may be 
a narrow field, this last section 
sllowcd clearly that  i t  is  important 
in many I~ranches of seicnce. Dis-
cussions ranged from the aluminiz- 
ing of 1:~rg.e telescope mirrors to use 
of interferoiueters in series for  the 
detection of faint  satellites in spec- 
tra.  

.In this section we Tverc especially 
excited by Professor Tolansky's pro- 
vocative experiences with interfer-
ence plates using "Fahry-Perot ' ' re-
flectivities with "Newton's " spac-
ings. Usirrg his procedures, dist:mces 
to  I0 A or less can be measurecl. 
Marry unsettled questions were posed 
by him-for example, he reported un- 
explained jagged fringes when a thin 
curved piece of rnica is  interposed 
between his plates. 

The hosts of the conference or-
ganized excuvsions and diversions 
which adroitly combined the abun-
ilant history and scenery with the 
scientific activity which is  available 
around Marseille, to produce a last- 
ing impression in  the memories of 
the conferees. All conferees, after  
a few hours, were fraternizing as  
if they had been collal~orators in the 
same laboratory. 

JOHN and B~tucr: BII.T,INGS STRONG 
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Deaths 

Earle L. Overholser, 60, head of 
the Departirlent of Horticulture a t  
Virginia Polytechnic Institute, died 
on April 18. Dr. Overholser was a n  
authority on tree fruits. 

Francisco Sierra Soto, Coloirlbian 
plant scientist trained in the U. S., 
was assassinated June  19 near his 
farm on the lower Labrija River in 
the State of Antioyuia. Dr. Soto 
was engaged in a rcsearch and de- 
velopment project conducted coopera- 
tively by the U. S. and Colombia to  
encourage modern rubber plantations 
in Co1oml)ia. 

Ivan L. Nixon, 65, vice prcsi-
dent in charge of the Scientific In-  
strument Division of Bausch and 
Lomb Optical Company, died June  
25. EIc was a membcr of the com- 
pany's board of directors and a di-
rector of i ts  Canadian company. 

John C. Gifford, 79, professor of 
tropical forestry a t  the University of 
Miami, died June  25 a t  the Jaclrson 
Meirlorial IIospital in Miami. Dr. 
Gifford was founder and first editor 
of the American Poreslry  Magazine. 

Harry Manley Goodwin, 79, dean 
emeritus of the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology Graduate School, 
died June  26 a t  his summer horne a t  
Squam Lxlce, New Hampshire. Dr. 
Goodwin's extel~sive research in  phys- 
ics and electrocheirlistry included 
electrocheirlical studies of the voltaic 
cell and the electrical properties of 
inorganic salts a t  high temperatures. 

After a lapse of five years, owing 
to the war, the Theobald Smith 
Award in Medical Sciences, estab-
lished in 1936 by El i  Lilly and Com- 
pany, will again be given a t  the 
Annual Meeting of the AAAS. Fel-
lows of the Aeqociation shoulcl sub- 
mit nanles of proposed recipients to  
1)v. Gordon K. Moe, secretary of 
Section N,  Medical School, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, with full inforrnn- 
tion (in triplicate) concerning per- 
sonality, training, and research work 
of candidates. Nominations must 
be received before Seplember 1.7. 
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The award will be $1,000 and a 
bronzc medal, given for l demon-
strated research in  the field of the 
medical sciences, taking into consicl- 
eration independence of thought and 
originality. " An additional amount 
of $150 is available toward travel- 
ing expenses. The recipient must 
be less than 35 years of agc on 
January 1 of the year in which the 
award is to be made, and a citizen 
of the United States. 

Pas t  recipients are Roblcy D. 
Evans, professor of physics, Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge; Charles F. Cocle, De-
partment of Astronomy and Astro- 
physics, Yerkes Observatory, Wil-
liams Gay, Wisconsin; Albert K. 
Sabin, professor of pcdiatrics, Chil- 
dren's llospital Research Founda-
tion, Cincinnati, Ohio; Herald R. 
Cox, director of virus research, 
Lcclerlc Laboratories, Inc., Pearl 
River, New York; and Sidney C. 
Mnclden, professor and head of De-
partirlent of Pathology, Emory Uni- 
versity School of Medicine, Atlanta. 

The Alabama Science Talent 
Search for  General Gorgas Scholar- 
ships, conductecl by the Alabama 
Academy of Science in cooperation 
with Science Service, has awarded 
scholarships a t  the University of 
Alabama, Tuskegee Institute, Ala-
bama Polytechnic Institute, Birming- 
ham-Southern College, and Howard 
College. Winners receive four years' 
tuition and fees from the various 
colleges and cash awards ranging 
froirl $500 to $1,500, given by the 
Alabama State Chamber of Com-
merce, in cooperation with business 
and industry. 

The National Registry of Rare 
Chemicals, 35 West 33rd Street, Chi- 
cago 16, Illinois, has submitted the 
following list of wanted chemicals : 
Muscone, 1,l-diacetylethylene, colo-
phene, vicine, isoascorbic palmitate, 
phosphoniuirl chloride, perfluorohep- 
tane, trans-hexahydrophthalic acicl, 
6-tocopherol, isatoic anhydride, iso-
citric acid, isoaconitic acicl, 2-hy-
droxybenzothiazole, 2-nitrosophenol, 
adenine thiomethylpentoside, 2,2-
difluoroheptane, uric acid riboside, 
ketosuccinic acid, keracyanin, and 
muscarine. 


