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Comments and Comm~nications 

Color Standards for Biologists 

There is a movement on foot to prepare a modern 
color chart, adequately standardized, and comprehensive 
enough to meet the requirements of all biologists, horti- 
culturists, and technical agriculturists. 

The subject was discussed last autumn by a group of 
biologists a t  the University of Toronto, who asked the 
National Research Council of Canada to set up a special 
committee to find out what Canadian biologists thought 
about color standards. The committee met on December 
15, 1948, and drafted a questionnaire, which was later 
sent out to approximately 200 biologists and workers in 
related fields, mostly in Canada, but also a few in the 
United States, England, and France. One hundred and 
forty-one replies were received, a proportion which, in 
itself denionstrates a lively interest in the subject. 

The answers showed that Ridgway is the chart most 
familiar to the biologists and most used by them, fol-
lowed by the Royal Horticultural Society's charts, and 
the Munsell Book of Color, in that order. The committee 
was not a t  all surprised a t  this result. 

The question whether the worker would use a standard 
chart if i t  were available was answered in the negative 
by only 14 workers, mostly in the fields where color is not 
a major problem. As to the desirable form for such a 
publication, there was naturally a great diversity of opin- 
ion, reflecting the special interests of those who replied. 
A very large range of colors would undoubtedly be 
required, and in the interests of economy some loose-leaf 
or similar method of presentation would be essential, so 
that each worker might purchase only the range of colors 
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useful in his specialty. A format suitable for field use 
was generally desired. There was almost unanimous 
agreement that each color must have a name, and so i t  
appears that the numerical specification of color, familiar 
to physicists, is not yet acceptable to biological workers. 
The committee found i t  interesting to speculate on what 
the present state of descriptive biology might be, if the 
I.C.I. colorimetric system had been available to Linnaeus. 

The final question referred to the permanence of color 
charts. Of those who answered, 35 were sure that their 
charts were changing significantly with the passage of 
time, 17 thought that they were not, and 8 were doubtful. 

Discussing all these replies, the committee felt tire 
results of this small survey show$ clearly that many 
biologists are interested in a color standard prepared 
especially for their use. One excellent reason for the 
preparation of such a standard was suggested in one of 
the replies, which referred to the Planf Patents Act and 
the desirability of having some standard color reference 
for legal purposes. 

A report on this questionnaire was presented to the 
Inter-Society Color Council a t  i ts New York meeting 
on March 9. The matter was referred to. the Problems 
Committee of the I.S.C.C. for further study. Several 
members expressed the hope that some national organiza- 
tion of biologists would apply for membership in the 
I.S.C.C. and take an active interest in the project. 
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