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Book Reviews 

The chemistry and tech~zology of eazymes. Ilenry Tauber. 

New York: John Wiley; London: Chapman 65 TIall, 
1949. Pp. viii t 550. (Illustrated.) $7.50. 

Tliis volume is an  espansion of the author's book 
Enzyme tech?zology, published in 1943. The contents 
are divided into two p:trts: P a r t  I, The Chemistry of 
Enzymes; P a r t  11, The Tecliiiology of Enzymes. The 
addition of the fundameiital material in Pa r t  I h:~s in- 
creased 1nateri:rlly the value of the book, and the inclu- 
sion of a ~iuinber of the processes developed during the 
war has streiigtlicned P a r t  11. An occasiorral error such 
as Streptococcus for  Slaphyloooccus aureus, wliilc irr i tat-  
iiig to  bacteriologists, in no manner detracts from the 
value of the work. 

M ~ L C O L R ~H. SOULE 
Universrty of Mickigau 

Elementary statistical aaalysis. S. S. TVilks. Princeton, 
N. J.: Princeton Univ. Press, 1948. Pp.  xi f284. 
$2.50. 

Tliis boolr is  intended to be used as  a text in a one-
semes!cr introductory course in statistics. TVliile a lrno\rl- 
edge of calculus is assumed, i t  is  used only rarely: a n  ac- 
quaintance with elementary algebra n-ill suffice for  ilie 
reading of all but a few sectiolls of tlie book, and these 
could be omitted without serious loss. I t  is  clearly and 
lucidly written, anil numerous examples are provided in 
tlie text to illustrate the principles brought out. The aim 
has been to  make a few basic concepts entirely clear, 
rather tlian to  cover a wide field. 

The viewpoint is  adopted which regards statistical 
analysis as  a mctliodological tool of scientific research, 
rather tlian the traditional idea, still too common in ele- 
mentary texts, tha t  i t s  main object is  merely to  give a 

summary description of a set of data. Thus, the role of 
probability is emphasized; and much attention is  given 
to  the problem of sampling, \vhicli is tliat of making in- 
ferences from a sample concerili~ig the cliaracteristics of 
the population from \vhicli i t  mas drawn. I t  is refreshing 
to  find tliat, by the iiitroduction of confiileiiee limits, tlie 
autlior lias brought into liis treatment of tliis subject a 
definiteness too often lacking in beginning textbooks. 

TIIOJIASN. E. GREVIT,T,E 
Federal Security Agenc9 
I'ublio Ilealtlr. Service 

Introdz~ctio~zto physics. (2nd. ed.) Tlarley Ilowe. New 
York-London : McGraw-IIill, 1948. Pp. xii f 599. 
(Illustrated.) $4.50. 

Tliis nontechnical boolc on physics is  inteiided for  stu- 
dents in the liberal arts, premedical courses, anil agri- 
culture. It embraces the usual classical subdivisions of 
tlic subject. Three chapters devoted to topics associated 
wit1 modern pliysics are introduced 1)efore the finnl 
section oil optics. 

The autlior states in the preface tha t  a lzno~vledge of 
elementary algebra anil plane geometry is  sumcient 
inatliematical background for  an understanding of the 
text. Tliis level is  consistently maintnined. There are 
few equations tha t  cannot be understood from the prin- 
ciples elucidated liere. 

Soine users of the boolc will want to supplement i t  
~vitli additional classroom material. Tliis is  particularly 
true of the section on rotational motion, ~vhicli seems 
to  be uiiilecessarily brief. 

All in all, the boolr is a good one. It should prove 
an  understandable and appropriate t e s t  for  use in a 
course designed to fill the needs of the studelit who wants 
a fuiidainental course in physics to  supplemelit his major 
study. 

WALTERM. NIELSRN 
Duke University 

NEWS 

and Notes 


Raymond E. Masters, of the 
Westinghouse Corporation's Eas t  
Pittsburgh medical staff, has been 
appointed medical director of the 
corporation's recently formed 
Atomic Power Division a t  Bettis 
Field, near Pittsburgh. 

Sam Granick, of the Roclrefeller 
Institute for  Medical Research, will 
deliver tlie eighth Harvey Lecture of 
the current series a t  the New York 

Academy of Medicine or1 May 19. 
His  subject will be "Heme and 
Chlorophyll. " 

Norbert Wiener, professor of 
mathematics, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, xvill speak on "Cy-
bernetics" a t  the Howard University 
College of Medicine, TVasliil~gton, 
D. C., May 12, a t  8:30 p.m. The oc- 
casion is  tlie second annual Howard 
University Sigrrra X i  lecture. 

Visitors to U. S. 

Gijsta Elfving, of the University 
of Helsingfors, Sweden, has been ap- 
pointed visiting professor of mathe- 
matical statistics for the academic 
years 1949-51 a t  Coriiell University. 

Corneille Heymans, professor of 
pharmacology of the Uiiiversity of 
Glient, Belgium, is  visiting professor 
of pharmacology a t  l3mory Univer- 
sity School of Medicine, Georgia, 
during the spring quarter. 

Robert Broom, South African 
paleontologist, recently visited the 
University of California at.Berkeley, 
where he lectured on the significance 
of man-apes in human ancestry. 

E. Haegglund and H. W. Giertz, 
of the Cellulose Industriens Central 
Laboratorium, Stockholm, Sweden, 
will address Dhe Symposium of Wood 
Chemistry, Polytechnic Institute of 
Brooklyn, New York, on May 7. 


