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N E W S  

and Notes 


National Science Foundation. 
011March 31, Al~r i l1, April 4, and 
.\pril 5 the Su\~committec on Public 
Health, Science, and Conimc~cc of 
the IIouse Corni~iittcc on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce held hear-
ings on tllc several bills designed to 
create a Natio~ial Scicncc Fountia- 
tion. Scvcn of the ten members of 
Mr. Priest's Subeom~nittec were on 
l la~id when tllc licari~igs opencd, and 
both Mr. Crostcr, chairman of tllc 
Colnlnittce on Interstate and For-
eign Commerce, and Mr. Wolverton, 
who was chairman in the 80th Con- 
gress, sat  through the entire.sessioli 
alld participated actively in the 
proceedings. 

Mr. Priebt rcviclved the history 
a~i t l  status of the legislation before 
intioducing Dctlev Bronli, who de-
reloped the need for a l.'oundatitiii 
to  guide publicly supported basic 

we arch. lirpresentatives of the 
Engineers Joint  Council and tlrc 
Amcrican Cancer Society also slrokc 
in f a lo r  of tlie legislation, follow-
ing a sullirliary of the current Brit- 
ish system of public ant1 private 
sul~port  of research by Sir  Robert 
Watson Watt. 

Friday's  hearings opencd wit11 
the testimony of George E. Foll , 
advisor to  the Committee on l'at-
ents and Rcscarch of the National 
Asstleiation of Manufacturc.rs. Mr. 
Folli said t1i:lt the NAM favors tlic 
creation of a. National Science 
Poundation but he cxprcsscd a nuni- 
I~c r  of objections to  specific fea-
tures of the present bills. Tlle 
seven speakers who followed Mr. 
Follr spoke illucll nlore hricfly. 
Congressman James E. Van Zandt 
and Dean Hawy P. Hamnlond, of 
the Pcl~nsglvania Statc College 1Sn-
gincering school, testified in sup-
port of the bills. Chancellor R. G. 
Gustarson, spcaliing in behalf' of 
the Association of Land-Grant Col 

datory geographic tlistributiou of 
research funds but said tha t  he per- 
sonally believeti tha t  provisions of 
the present bills, if carried out in 
good faith, would saf cguard that  
l~rinciple. Boris A. Bakhmcteff, of 
illc khgincers Joint  Council, ap-
p r o ~ c d  of both 1-I.R. 1 2  and S. 247 
I ~ n t  felt  the Scnatc bill wa.s niore 
Hesible and practical. Da.cl IVolfle, 
secretary of the Inter-Society Coni-
ri~it,tee for  a National Scic~lec 
L orlndatton, a i d  Hugh Wolfe, of 
tllc Federa.tion of American Scion-
tists, suggcstcd several specific 
clr:ingcs recommended by the groups 
they rc~prcsc~ited. M. H.  Trytteii, 
director of tlie Office of Scicntific 
Personnel of the NRC, prrscuted 
statistics showing the need for tllc 
scholarships and fello-\vships which 
the Ponndation would provide. 

Congressman Celler, author of 
1-I.R. 359, was the opening wit~rcss 
on April 4. IIc was followed bg 
Karl  T .  Compton, who endorsed the 
bills under considera.tion in the 
iianie of the National Military 1':s- 
tablishmcnt a.nd i ts  Research and 
Developme~lt Board. Tllc patcut 
provisions of the bills were attacked 
by IIa.rold J .  Kinncy, a Minnesot:: 
patent attorney, and endorsed by 
Lawrence C. Iiingsland, Commis-
sioner of the U. S. Patent Office. 
Sidney Jiirkpatricli, representing the 
Associated Bns in~ss  Papers, ex-
pressed fear tha t  the Foundatio~i's 
:iuthority to disseminate research 
findings rnight result in gorcrii-
mcnt competition with scientific and 
trade publications. 

Ex-Congressman Lanham tcsti-
fied on April 5. The hearings nrrrc 
then adjourned l~ii t i l  April 26,  
whrn two hours' time \\-ill I,c :11-
lowed to  testimony by reprcsenta-
tivrs of the Anleriean Patant  Cou~i- 
cil. DAET,WOLFT~E 

Theodore von Karman, :ldrisor 
on aerodyna.mics to the Ca.liforl~in 
Tnstitute of Technology and the U. S. 
Air Force, is 1ea.ving this month for 
scientific conferences in Europr. 
Dr. von Karman recently rcsigrrcd 
as director of Caltech's Guggenhcim 

the Air Force and his own research 
ant1 consulting worli, but is continu- 
ing as  advisor of the laboratories. 

Charles T. Brues, professor cnicri- 
tus of entomology, IIarvard Uui\er-
sity, will spend the next nine lnontl~s 
doing biological research a t  Sillir~lan 
University, i n  the soutlicrn Pllilip-
pines, under tlie auspices of the 111-

ternational Educational Pountintion. 
Mrs. Brues, who is accompanying 
him, will nialie motion pictures of 
tllc plant and aninfal life of the 
regibn, under the sponsorship of the 
Fulbright Programs Branch of tlic 
U. S. Department of State. 

Visitors to U. S. 
Recent visitors from Britain in-

clude: Sir Henry Tizard, chainlian 
of the Defense Resc:~rch Policy Com- 
mittee, Ministry of Defense, who 
came for the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology mid-century celcbra-
t io~is; S. Zuckerman, University of 
Rinningllam, and R. L. Smith-Rose, 
director of Radio Rcscarch, Depart- 
ment of Scicntific and Industrial Ile- 
search, now visiting radio researe11 
establishments in the U. S. and 
Canada. These men may be reached 
tllrough the British Common~realth 
Scicntific Office, 1785 Massachusetts 
Avcnuc, N.W., Washington, D. C. 

Edy Velander, nianaging director 
of the Swedish Royal Academy of 
Engineering Sciences, will arrive in 
this country, aljout the middle of 
April. Hc plans to  attend the IJnitcd 
Nations Scicntific Conference on the. 
Conservation and Utilization of Re-
souiccs, in June, as  a delegate frorii 
Snedcn, :~nd  will also speak a t  :I 

tlinner meeting of the New Yorlc 
Section of the Institute of lrood 
Technology on April 20. 

Grants and Awards 
Eileen R. Cunninghnni, 1il)rarian 

of Vandcrbilt University School of 
Medicine, will I'c the first recipient of 
the Marcia C. Noyes Award of the 
Medical Library Association, to be 
presented a t  the Association's an-
nual meeting, April 11, in Galveston, 
Texas. 

lclges :rnd TJniversities and tlrc Na La.bora.tory of Aeronautics a i d  chair- The 1948 Lamme Medal of the 
tional As~ociation of Statc TTnirer- n1a.n of the J e t  Propulsion T,abora- American Institute of Electrical 
sitics, nrged the principle of Illan- tory Boa.rd, to devote Inore time to  Engineers has been awarded to V. 
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I<. Zworykin, vicc picsident and 
technical consultant RCA Labora-
tories Division, Radio Corporation of 
America, Princeton, New Jersey, for 
his contribution to the concept and 
design of electronic apparatus basic 
to  modern television. The medal 
will be presented to Dr. Zworyltin a t  
the Sumrner General Meeting of the 
Institute to be hcld in Swampscott, 
Massacliusetts, June  20-24. 

Colleges and Universities 
The Premedical Society of the 

Univcrsity of New Hampshire, Dur- 
ham, was recently installed as  the 
New Hampshire Alpha chaptcr of 
Alpha Epsilon Delta. Harold A. 
Iddles and Albert F. Daggett, de-
partment of chen~istry, were initiated 
as lio~rorary members, along with 32 
premedical students. George Moore, 
tlepartmcnt of zoology, will serve as 
faculty advisor. 

Sigma Xi will install i ts  102nd 
chaptcr a t  Ternple TJnivcrsity, Phila- 
delphia, on April 28. Installing 
officers will be Carl D. Anderson, 
national president of the Society, 
Nobel Laureate, and professor of 
physics a t  California Institutc of 
Technology, and George A. Baitsell, 
executive secretary of the Society, 
and professor of biology a t  Yale 
1Jnivcrsity. The honorary degree 
LT>.D. will be awarded to Williarn 11. 
T:~liaferro, University of Chicago, 
ant1 to Dr. Anderson, who will also 
dcliver the installation address, 
' 'New Particles of Matter. ' ' 

Western Reserve University's 
Departnicnt of Physiology is  offering 
a new 12-nionth training course in 
the disciplines of cardiovascular re-
search, supported by the Anierican 
Hear t  Association and the National 
I leart  Institute, U. S. Public Health 
Service. I f  tlic enrollnient \varmnts, 
the course ~vil l  begin July  1 ; other-
\vise i t  will begin September 1. Fur-
ther inforniation rnay be obtained 
from C. J. Wiggers, Western Uni-
x-ersity Medical School, Cleveland 6, 
Ohio. 

The Four College Research Con- 
ference on Growth and Differentia- 
tion, whose membership is  drawn 
frorn the faculties of Amherst, Mt. 
Holyoke, Sniith, and the University 
of Massachusetts, recently held i ts  
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first meeting a t  Aalherst. The or-
ganization, lirnitcd to active research 
workers whose projects arc being 
supported by outside foundations 
such as the Anierican Cancer Society, 
the Atomic Energy Conimission, and 
the National Institutes of Health, 
oEers an  opportunity for intinlate 
discussion of current research find- 
i ~ i g s  on growth and differentiation. 

The Zoology Department of the 
University of Massachusetts is con- 
ducting an  integrated interscience 
seminar on the Organization aiid 
Structure of Protoplasm. Discus-
sions arc presented by graduate stu- 
dents, members of the zoology, chcnl- 
istry, and bacteriology departments, 
and 1)y speakers from other unirer- 
sities, including E .  W. Dcnipscy, of 
Elnrvard, Jy t t e  Muus, of Mt. Hol-
yolrc, E.  J. Bocll, of Yale, and F.0 .  
Sclmlitt, of the Massacliusctts Tnsti- 
ta te  of Technology. 

Meetings and Elections 
The Academy of World Eco-

nomics announccs t1i:rt its 27th 
annual forum sessions will be held 
the evenings of April 12 and 13 a t  
the Brookings Institution, Wasll-
ington, D. C. The current sessions 
on "American Foreign Econonlic 
Policy" will be held in conjunction 
with the National Social Scicncc 
Honor Society, P i  Ganirna Mu, and 
with the Washington chapter of the 
American Political Scicncc Associa- 
tion. The proceedings of the sessions 
mill be published in the July  issue of 
the quarterly journal Social Science. 

The Foundation of Applied Re- 
search will hold a national con-
ference on ova transplantation or1 
April 14 in San Antonio, Tca:rs. 
Phases in egg transfer and slipei. 
ovulation techniques will be dis-
cussed by biologists, calbryologists, 
and geneticists, and a report on the 
Poundation's seven years of es-
perirnentation in ova transplanta-
tion, designed to enable scrub cattle 
to give birth to registered, high 
quality animals, will be ni:rdc. 

The Southeastern Section of the 
Botanical Society of America will 
hold its spring meeting April 14-16 
in conjunction \vith the Association 
of Southeastern Biologists, the 
Southern Appalachian Botanical 

Club, and the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Branch of the Society of American 
Bacteriologists a t  the Univcrsity of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. A Central 
States Section of the Botanical So- 
cicty of America has recently been 
organized and has elected the fol-
lowing officers : Paul Wcatherwax, 
Indiana University, president; Ed-
gar Anderson, b1issouri Botanical 
Garden, vicc president; and Oswald 
Tippo, University of Illinois, secre-
tary-treasurer. This new section 
will hold i ts  summer meeting jointly 
with the Northwestern Section in 
late August a t  the University of 
Michigan aiid the Cranbrook Insti-
tute of Science. 

The Association for Computing 
Machinery will hold a three-day 
meeting, April 18-20 a t  the Oalr 
Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies, 
Oali Ridge, Tennessee. This will bc 
the third national meeting of the 
association. A ' ' 604 ' multiplier, 
recently developed by the Interna-
tional Business Machines Corpora-
tion, will be den~onstrated. 

Cciitrc National dc la Recherche 
Scicntifique announccs tha t  a Sym-
posium on Thin Films will be hcld 
in Marseille, I+'mnce, April 18-23. 
American scientists invited are : 
John Strong, Departnient of Phys 
ics, Johns Holjkins University; A. 
F. Turner, Scientific Bureau, Bausch 
and Lomb Optical Company, Roch 
ester, New Yorli; Rrucc B. Billings, 
Director of Research, Baird Asso-
ciates, Inc., Canibridge, blassachu 
setts; and Noel W. Scott, Radia-
tion Branch, Engineer Research and 
Ilcveloprncnt Laboratories, For t  Hcl- 
voir, Virginia. 

The National Academy of Sci-
ences will hold its annual meeting 
April 25, 26, and 27, a t  2101 Con- 
stitution Avenue, Washington, D. C. 
A public lecture will be given April 
25, a t  8:00 P.M., by Sir Harold 
Spencer Jones, Astronomer Royal, 
Royal Greenwich Observatory, Eng  
land. His topic will be "The 
Measlirement of the S1111's Dis-
tance. ' 

The Kansas Academy of Science 
will hold its 81st ailnlial meeting a t  
Kansas City College, Manhattan, 
Kansas, April 28-30. Cooperating 
societies are the Kansas Entorno-



logical Society, the Kansas Psycho- 
logical Association, and the Kansas 
chapters of the American Associa-
tion of University Professors. 

The Society for Applied Spec- 
troscopy will hold a symposium on 
"Theory and Application of Spec-
troscopy" May 21, a t  Brooklyn 
Polytechnic Institute, Broolrlyn, 
New York. 

The Fourth Annual AAAS-
George Westinghouse Science 
Writing competition for an  award 
of $1,000 to the writer of the out-
standing newspaper story on science 
during the year 1949 has been an-
nounced. Another $1,000 will go to 
the writer of the outstanding rnaga- 
zine story of the year. Both awards, 
made possible by a grant from the 
Westingholise Educational Founda-
tion, are administered by the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 

The rules governing the newspaper 
conipetition require each entrant to 
submit three separate articles pub- 
lished during the contest year (in 
newspapers published in the conti-
nental United States and dated be- 
tween August 1, 1948, and Septeniber 
30, 1949), and to designate one of the 
three as the entry upon which he 
wishes to be judged. All three rnay 
have been published by the sarne 
newspaper or carried by the sarne 
press association. 

The magazine entries must have 
been printed in  an  American non-
technical magazine of general cir-
culation and dated between August 
1948 and September 1949, inclusive. 
Pliblications printing or distributing 
the winning newspaper and maga-
zine articles will receive scrolls a t  
the December meeting of the AAAS, 
when the winners of the 1949 awards 
will be announced. Although articles 
appearing in AAAS journals are 
alltomatically ineligible, readers of 
Science are invited to nominate suit- 
able entries. All entries must be 
posted before midnight, October 8. 

Entry blanks with detailed rules 
for the 1949 AAAS-George Westing- 
house Science Writing Awards rnay 
be secured from the Managing Corn- 
mittee, Howard A. Meyerhoff, cha i r4  
man, 151 5 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D. C. 
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Winners of the 1948 awards of 
$1,000 were Franlr Carey, science 
writer in the Washington Rureali of 
the Associated Press, for his series 
of four articles on chloromycetin, 
and Florence Moog, of Washington 
University, St. Louis, for her article 
' (The  Biology of Old Age," pub-
lished by the Scientific American. 

Herbarium specimens of about 
1,000 species have been collected on 
the Burma-India border during the 
past year by F. Kingdon-Ward on 
an expedition initiated by the New 
Yorlr Botanical Garden. The pur-
pose of the expedition, begun early in 
1948, is to obtain plant material, es- 
pecially ornamental species, that will 
be suitable for culture in the U. S. 
To date, seeds of 260 plants have 
been received, none known to be cul- 
tivated in  this country. The seeds 
have been distributed among the 
joint sponsors of the expedition-the 
New York Botanical Garden, the 
Huntington Botanical Garden of San 
Marino, California, Edward R. Stern 
of New Orleans, and Suydarn Cutting 
of New York-and additional lots 
have been presented to growers in 
regions of the U. S. where they are 
expected to thrive. 

The National Bureau of Stand-
ards' radio station WWVH, recently 
established on the island of Mani, 
Territory of Hawaii, is now broad-
casting on an experimental basis 
continlious time and frequency 
standards on 5, 10, and 15 mega- 
cycles. The new station offers the 
Pacific area four usefl~l technical 
services-standard radio frequen-
cies, time announcements, standard 
time intervals, and standard musi-
cal pitch. WWVH" program of 
broadcasts is essentially the sarne as 
that of the Bureau 's' Seltsville, 
Maryland station WWV and i t  is 
expected that the new station may 
be received a t  many locations not 
served by WWV in the Pacific area. 
The ultiniate aim of the Interna-
tional Telecommlinications Union is 
to provide continliolis world-wide 
coverage by means of suitably lo-
cated stations all operating on the 
same frequencies without interfer-
ing with the widely used services 
from WWV. 
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University of Wisconsin scien-
tists recently completed experiments 
which indicate that agene, the 
bleaching agent used in flour, i s  not 
a cause of human epilepsy, as has 
been thought. Collaborators on the 
experiment were C. A. Elvehjern, 
department of biochemistry, College 
of Agriculture; G. W. Newell and 
S. N. Gershoff, industrial fellows in 
biochemistry, T. C. Erickson, nenro-
surgery, arid W. E. Gilson, medical 
electronics, School of Medicine. Ac-
cording to a report in the Februarp 
Jonrnal of laboratory and clinical 
Medicine, a control group of 19 
persons, five of them epileptics, 
showed no ill effects after being fed 
a diet containing high concentra-
tions of agene. The tests covered 
periods up to 210 days. 

The National Society of In-
ventors, Inc., has established a 
Washington, D. C. chapter head-
quarters. Those interested in tech- 
nological and engineering research 
and development niay obtain further 
inforniation from Lewis H. Ren-
shaw, chairman, or John H. Haas, 
secretary-treasurer, 930 F Street, N. 
W., Washington, D. C. 

The new national reactor testing 
station will be established on the 
Snake River plains of Idaho, the 
U. S. Atomic Energy Conirnission 
announces. Negotiations are under 
way with the Navy for the transfer 
to the Conirnission of the Naval 
Proving Grounds a t  Arco, which are 
included on the proposed site. The 
total area of the grounds will be 
about 400,000 acres, con~parable in 
size to that of the Hanford plu-
tonium production center on the Co- 
lumbia River in Washington. All 
but about 20,000 acres are govern-
rnent owned land. 

Make Plans for-
Southern Society for Philosophy 

and Psychology, April 14-16, Biloxi, 
Mississippi. 

American Association of Pathol- 
ogists and Bacteriologists, annual 
meeting, April 15-16, Boston, Mas-
sachusetts. 

American Geophysical Union, 
30th annual meeting, April 20-22, 
Washington, D. C. 


