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I n  the course of a study of chromosomes with the elec- 
tron irlicroscopo i t  became advisable to have in the labo- 
ratory stock cultures of the so-called fungus gnat, genus 
Sciara. Certain fcatures of tlie salivary gland of the 
larva of this insect made i ts  culture desirable for  this 
work. The following rnethod of culture developed in our 
laboratory seerned to be somewhat more satisfactory than 
tha t  ~rhich had previously been described ( I ) .  I n  the 
earlier rnethod the food supply was largely powdered 
dry yeast and powdered dry mushrooms, whereas in this 
rnethod it is a living fungus. 

The first step in the procedure is  to initiate the growth 
of the fungus culture. The customary half-pint rnillr 
bottles were fillecl to a depth of about l+" with Sabour- 
aud's media. After autoclaving, the media was slanted 
before cooling to provide more surface for the fungal 
growth which served as  food for  the developing larvae. 
The agar surface was then streaked with the fungus ma- 
terial. Pure  cultures2 of the genera Haplosporangia, 
Allescheria, and Chaetoconidia were used. All of thern 
provided a satisfactory nutrition for the ScSara cultures, 
but somewhat better success was obtained with the 
Chaeloconidia. 

The fungus was allowed to grow several days before 
the Sciara flies were introduced. By the time the larvae 
appeared, usually about 7 days after the flies were intro- 
duced, the fungus had formed a luxuriant mat over the 
media surface. Apparently rnost of the feeding is done 
in the larval stage, for  the larvae feed voraciously on thc 
fungus, which then begins to disappear. The growtl~ of 
the fungus is adequate to provide food throughout the 
larval stage. The life cycle of the Sciara flies occupies 
about a month, the egg stage taking 5-6 days; larva, 
l P l 5  days; pupa, 3-4 days; adult, 5-8 days. A new 
fungus culture is  necessary for  each new generation of 
flies, and therefore the fungus culture must also be main- 
tained in stock on the Sabouraud media. 

The Sciara cultures can be kept in the laboratory a t  
ordinary room temperatures provided the temperature 
does not rise alrove about 29" C, since i t  is known that  a 
higher temperature is  lethal if maintained for  more than 
a short time (1). Thc larval stage is  particularly sensi- 

1Thc technical ;~ssislance of Mr. Sam 11. Stone is gralr- 
fully acknowlccli'r(1 

2 Thc initlal rungus culltires wcrc Rindly provided by Prol 

tive to heat, and if i t  is convenient, the cultures shouitl 
be lrept in a n  incubator a t  22"-24" C. 

The advantages which this method seerns to offer over 
the previous one are: (1) a greater biological constancy 
in the nature of the food supply, (2) elimination of tlre 
necessity of repeated periodic feedings during the larval 
stage and (3)  greater ease i n  maintaining a n  aderlnate 
moisture supply. 
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It was shown by the author long ago ( I )  tha t  a plot 
of the densities of many liquids vs. temper:iture givcs :I 

curve tha t  is  not smooth, but exhibits inflcrtion points, 
or kinks, a t  some intervals. This can be shown to  bc 
true for any liquid for ~vllich there exist accurate cx-
perimental data. Gut water seerned an  exception since 
tlie temperature-density curve is  perfectly srnooth ac-
cording to  figures given in tables used a t  the present 
time. 

These lrinlrs are often ignored, one reason being tha t  
they are not predictable on the basis of current theories. 
Another is tha t  the previous experimentalists were not 
aware of thern a i d  performed the rneasurelnents of densi- 
ties a t  regular intervals of temperature. Rut  the lrinlrs, 
or places of deviation frorn the srnooth path, frequentlj 
fal l  between the observed points, and thus rernain un-
noticed. Some may attribute these effects to  coilditions 
which cause experimental errors of more or less syste- 
rnatic character. This view, in the light of the present 
data, seems absurd. 

It would not be easy to  repeat the work of Ramst.? 
and Sydney Young (3) fo r  this requires coinplicated a p  
paratus and takes much time. But  there is an easy 
method of demonstrating these phenomena a t  rnoderate 
temperatures ( 2 ) .  The density of propyl alcohol, whicb 
had been purified by the procedure of Sidney Young, 
mas determined in a pycnoineter a t  various temperatures 
between 20" and 80° C. The curve so obtained showed 
a kinlr in the same place a s  it had appeared in  the data 
of Sidney Young. Other liquids also show kinks in this 
region of temperature, e.g. benzene a t  45" C. The tem- 
perature was carefully regulated during these cxperi-

0.A. Plunkett, Division or Botany, Unlvcrsity of Calito~ni:~, ments, and, by weighing a 25-cc pycnomcter, the density 
Los Anac'lc~s. can be determined to  five decimal places. But  this is not 


