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except for the index of authors. The fact that there is 
no subject index greatly decreases the value. of the book. 
It is hoped that this is only volume 1 and that the next 
will include a complete cross reference of the material. 
As it stands, one must start on page 1 and read every 
title to find those related to a special interest. Even so 
the book will sgve some time for the researcher. 

It is al? surprising to find the Zoological Record 
missing from the list of references consulted. A quick 
check of i t s  cross reference of venoms in  the Amphibia 
and Reptilia section shows that only about 50% of the 
titles listed there are also in this book; e.g. in 1939, of 
27 titles in the Zoological Record, only 14 were also 
listed in this book. The same is true of 1944 and 1945. 
I n  1946 only 3 of the 18 titles related to venoms in 
the Zoological Record appear in this volume. The last 
may be due to publication delays, of course. Possibly too 
much dependence has been placed upon abstracting 

journals rather than on direct checks of the journals 
concerned. This is shown by the presence of some and 
absence of other articles which have appeared in  Copeia. 
For example, neither Cowles' article on venom in Hyp-
siglena (Copeia, 1941, 1, 4) nor Allen and Maier's note 
on extracting and processing of snake venom (Copeia, 
1941, 4, 248) is listed, although the senior author of the 
second paper gave assistance to the authors in  the book's 
preparation! These omissions, though unfortunate, are a 
normal occurrence in  this kind of book and would be 
cheerfully disregarded if a subject index were available. 
The lack of the latter, however, makes this volume of 
doubtful value in a zoologist's library. The book will be 
useful primarily to those who only wish to know the field 
of venom well enough to be acquainted with the work done 
by various authors and the time when such worB was done. 
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