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Methods of psychology. T. G. Andrews. (Ed.) New
York: John Wiley; London: Chapman and Hall 1948.
Pp. xiv+716. (Illustrated.) $5.00.

Many instructors have long desired a systematic text
to facilitate greater emphasis on methodology in the
training of undergraduate psychology students. This
book, which deals with methodology in many areas of
psychology, was written by specialists in each area. The
editor recognizes certain limitations in terms of omis-
sions, both in the material presented and in areas not
represented, such as industrial psychology.

After an introductory chapter on variables, eontrols,
experimental design and the like, methodology in ‘each
of several areas is presented. Consideration is given to
various aspects of learning, psychophysics, perception in
various sense modalities, affection, motor functions, per-
sonality, social behavior, child development and others.

The things an instructor might like to find in the dis-
cussion of any one area, such as studying human think-
ing, might well include the following: sample problems,
experimental designs for the problems, outlines of meth-
ods with apparatus including diagrams and controls, ref-
erences to more complete details in pubh’shed reports,
methods of treating data with sample tabular arrange-
ments and graphs, and some guidance for critical inter-
pretation of results. No chapter of this book may com-
pletely satisfy all the requirements laid down by the
critical reader. Some are very well done but others are
poor in terms of adequate treatment of methods in the
area. For instance, the reviewer considers the discussions
of ‘¢Psychophysical Methods,’’ ‘‘Studying Propriocep-
tion,’’ ¢ Motivation, Feeling and Emotion,’’ and ‘‘Study-
ing Neuropsychology and Bodily Functions’’ to be among
the better chapters. ¢‘Studying Vision,’’ on the other

hand, is poor and some of the other sections are only -

mediocre. The first chapter, on introduction to psycho-
logical methodology, could have been more complete in
details and illustrations.

There are two major deficiencies in the organization
of this treatise: the apparent expectation that the meagre
information on experimental design and controls in the
first seetion will transfer to the study of subsequent
chapters, and the attempt in most chapters to ecover too
much territory, which obviously has led too frequently to
skimpy treatment of experimental design, methods, ap-

paratus, and controls. In terms of teaching methodology,"

the book might have been more helpful to the-student if
each chapter had included brief statements of types of
problems and methods with references to sources where
complete descriptions may be found. Then there should
have been a discussion of one typical experiment includ-
ing a statement of the problem, method and apparatus
with experimental design, controls, organization of results

and conclusions. With the present organization of the
book, it is doubtful if the student will learn the require-
ments for planning and carrying out experimental work
in more than a few of the areas.

This text, which has several excellent chapters, repre-
sents a step in the proper direction. Criticism of the
materials presented undoubtedly will eventually lead to
a revision with a better organization. In the meantime
the book should find general use in experimental and
methodology courses.

MiLes A. TINKER
University of Minnesota

Principles of mathematical physics. (2nd ed.) William
V. Houston. New York-London: MecGraw-Hill, 1948.
Pp. xii+363. $5.00.

The first edition of Houston’s book was known to
teachers of theoretical physics for the clarity of its
presentation and the judicious selection of material
included. The second edition preserves these advan-
tages. It is still a textbook usable in an intensive se-
mester or a leisurely year’s course, although it has been
expanded and rearranged. The problems continue to be
a major feature of the text and these are not routine but
form a complement to the material chosen for detailed,
treatment. Especially useful, and rarely found in books
of this type, is a chapter on the theory of vibrating
systems.

It might be said that the work is incomplete and lacks
coherence. If the size of the book was set in advance,
however, the author has utilized the space for the most
worthwhile material.

HENRY MARGENAU
Yale University ’

Studies of upper-air conditions in low latitudes. Part I:
On the formation of West Atlantic hurricanes (Riehl) ;
Part I1: Relations between high- and low-latitude cir-
culations (Cressman). Herbert Riehl and George P.
Cressman. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1948.
Pp. vi+103. (Ilustrated.) $2.00.

Military requirements during World War II and certain
unsolved problems of the general circulation in the earth’s
atmosphere have been a stimulus to a considerable amount
of research in tropical meteorology during the past
several years. Successful research in this field of meteor-
ology requires an unusually high degree of skill in analy-
sis and interpretation because of the vastness of the
geographical region under consideration, the paucity of
the available data, and the complexity of the phenomena
under study. The authors have been prominently asso-
ciated with recent research in this field, and their report,
though plainly not a comprehensive summary of knowl-




