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%ate or semigovernlnental societies or Organized by its Natural Sciences Di- a t  the Conference will ratify their 
organizations from many parts of the vision, this symposium dealt with 6 sigiiatures within the specified time, 
world and 9 international organiza- subjects of special interest: Legisla- and that additional appropriate organ- 
tions with a conimon interest in con-
scrvation or nature protection. The 
attendance a t  the meeting not only 
manifested a wide interest in the sub- 
ject but was also a tribute to the 
prepalations for the meeting macle by 

the Swiss League for the Protection 
of Nature, over a long period of time, 

tion and Action by Governments to izations will apply for early admis-
Preserve Nature, The Scientific Man- sion. The private society dues arc  
agement of Wild Life, Big Game Con- establislled a t  200 Swiss francs (about 
servation in Africa, Concepts- of Na-
tional Parks and Conservation Areas, 
Fauna Conventions and International 

Legislation, and Relationship of the 
UNSCUOR to the Proposed UNESCO 

$40) year. 
~h~ first elected officers of the 

union are: president, D ~ .charles J~~~ 

~~~~~~d (switzerland); vice-presi-
dents, M,.. aaroldJ. Coolidgo 

(U.S.A.), Mr. Henry G. Maurice 
(United Kingdom), and Prof. Roger
Weim (France); members, Dr. Boze 
Benzon ICPB, Dr. Nils 
Dalllbeek (Sweden), Prof. Walery
Goetel (Poland), Dr. J. K. van der 

Ilaagen (Netherlands), Prof. 11.Ilum-
bert (France), Prof. V. Van Straelen 

(Belgium), Dr. Vellard (Peru), Prof. 
Renzo Videsott (Italy), Mr. William 
Vogt (U.S.A.), and Dr. Josh Yepes 
(Argentina) ; secretary general, hIr. 
Jean-Paul Harroy (Belgium). 

All inquiries should be addressed t o  

the seeretary-general at the office 
the Union, 21 Rue Montoyer, Brussels, 

and particulally to its secretary-gen- Conference. 
eral, Mr. J. Buttikofer. The prepara- 
tions for the Conference were also a 
tribute to the Organizing Committee of 
the French Govcrnment under the chair- 
manship of Dr. Achille Urbain and 
with the assistance of UNESCO. 

The plenary session was opened by 
a gracious welcome on behalf of the 
French Government and the city of 
Fontainebleau, followed by a speech 
by the director-general of UNESCO, 

The meetings were held in the mag- 
nificent Palace a t  Fontainebleau, and 
there were excursions to the Forest 
and beautiful nearby chateaux, as well 
as receptions and entertainments char- 
acteristic of warm French hospitality. 

There was also a presentation of 
ovari rich" by a famous troupe of 

actors from Paris, and a state banquet 
was arrallged by the hosts as the cli- 
max to Conference. Tllis was 

Dr. Julian IIuxley, who expressed the greatly enjoyed by everyone. The Con- 
hope that the new Union would be 
established on a broad base. 

3jr. ~ h .  J. ~ ~president~ of tile~ 

Swiss League, was elected president of 
the Conference, and after four days 
of meetings devoted to  drawing up a 
constitution, tile Union was founded 
and held its first General Session a t  

ference was followed by a week of 
field excursions to important nature 
areas ~sucll as~ the d , orforests, parlcs, 

reserves in Parts of France. 
Perhaps the most important Ameri- Bclgium'-R. ". " 

can contribution, aside from trying to 
establish the kind of a Union that can 
ho~~eful lyexpect wide support from 

Correction: In  the article on "Nat- 
ural Rcsources Problems in Japan, '' 
by Lt. Col. Hubert G. Schenck (Sci-

eace, October 8, pp. 367-372), the last 
sentence of paragraph 2, page 369, 
slrould read : "Production has been 
increased from tlre 1945 level of 4,000,- 
000,000-5,000,000,000 pounds to niore 

than 7,000,000,000 pounds which is 
about as much as the present fishing
area can support." I n  tlre article the 

+,~hich all who provisionally signed the nations, private societies, and inter-
for  governments or so-

&ties were invited to participate. 
The U. S. delegation, follo\c~ing official 
instructions, did not sign even provi- 
sionally on behalf of our Government, 
llut tlley did so for the 15 private 
organizations that they represented. 

The new Union elected its officers 
and ti^^ ~ ~ ~ ~establislred 

national organizations everywlrere, was 
the writing into tlre constitution of the 
Union of a very much broader defini- 
tion of Nature Protection, and a 
greater emphasis on conservation edu- 
cation than was contemplated in the 
widely circulated Brunnen provisional 
draft. Tire U. s. version included 
preamble opening with tlre following pounds were given ind , 

budget, appointed standing commit- definition of "The I'rotection of Na- 
tees, drew up a program of work, ap- ture" wlrich was constantly mentioned 

liolls of 

Make for-
I n  last weelc's issue (p. 642) we 

erroneously reported that the Myco-
logical Society of America, the Bo-
tanical society of ~ ~ Inc., ~ ~ 

pointed its secretary-gener~, de-

termined that the seat of the Union, 
upon invitation of the Belgian Govern- 
ment, would be in Brussels. The Union 
also elected Mr. P. G. Van Tienhoven, 
of Holland, its first honorary member 
and paid special tribute to the work of 
Mr. .r. Buttilrofer in connection wit11 
tlre preparation of the Conference and 
the beautiful and useful magazine, Pro 
Natura, of which he is founder and 
editor. 

During several days of the meeting 
a valuable technical symposiunl, with 
Prof. Roger EIeinl as clrairnlan, was 
hcld under the ausltices of UNESCO. 

in quotation marlrs throughout the 

entire docunlent: 
"rhereus the term ' f  

Nature' may be defi"'ed as the preser-
vation o f  the entire world biotrc 
m u n r t ~  or man's natural e~urronmeat and tile ~~~~i~~~ society of plant 
whrch illeludes t7be earth's renewabze Physiologists were scheduled to hold 
natural ?%Sources which it is meetings in December of this year. 
posed 0% which rests the fouada- The  "'eat annual meetrngs o f  these 
t ion of human civilization." societies are scheduled t o  be held i n  

There is reason to hope that the 18 1049 connectiolL wzt7Ltile AAAS 
governments that provisionally signed in xcw 0 CitY. 7~ ~ we~ re-

constitution, as  well as many nxore, grct that this error occurred. 
will soon ratify this document, that 
the 123 private or semigovernment Gerontological Society, January 
societies and organizations represented 8-9, Hotel Commodore, New York City. 
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