
policy priorities, security, scientific manpower, and pub- 
lications. The final part tells of the demobilization of 
OSRD and contains a concluding chapter on "Retrospect 
and Prospect." Here, the author points out a fact 
apparently still not grasped by all who should under- 
stand it-namely, that OSRD was a temporary organiza- 
tion set up to do an emergency job. This it  did superbly. 
I f  there is one lesson among many pointed out by this 
book, it is that we need a new type of organization to do 
in peace as well as in war all the tasks so splendidly done 
by OSRD and many additional jobs as well. 

As this is written, the National Science Foundation 
Bill still languishes in Congress. The supporters of this 
legislation will find much food for thought in Dr. Stew- 
art's important book. 
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Introduction to  genetics and cytogeizettcs. Herbert Parkes 
Riley. New York: John Wiley; London: Chapman & 
Hall, 1948. Pp. xii t 596. (Illustrated.) $5.00. 

We have been asked a t  times to recommend a book on 
heredity for the average reader with little knowledge of 
biology. This book by Dr. Riley seems to us perhaps the 
best we have seen for this purpose. I t  is designed as an 
introductory text for students in genetics or for the 
average reader who wishes to know something of the laws 
of heredity and serves these two purposes admirably. 

The approach used by Dr. Riley is the logical one rather 
than a more or less historical development of genetics. 
The first part of the book is devoted to the physical basis 
of heredity, and since this phase of the work is covered 
adequately and written simply, the beginning student 
should understand it. 

The following 8 chapters are devoted to segregations, 
linkagg crossing over, multiple alleles, and distribution 
of genes. The chapter on probability is concise and gives 
the essentials necessary to an understanding of the laws 
of genetics without going into a statistical treatise. 

The third section of the book is concerned with the na- 
ture of gene action, while the last part deals with chro- 
mosomal irregularities. Both of these sections seem 
adequate for the beginning student. There is considerable 
material on human inheritance, including a chapter on 
the blood groups. 

This book, which is on the whole excellent, is well il-
lustrated, and many of the illustrations are new. There 
are, however, a few minor corrections that might be made 
if there are to be extra printings. On page 358 there is 
a reference to Table 19 (p. 350), where it is stated there 
are columns headed "x, a, and v." Actually, in Table 19 
the columns are headed "Mean, S.D., and C.V." These 
terms mean the same thing, but the former usage is the 
current one. Also, on page 327 there is an illustration 
showing two ears of corn segregating for the color fac- 
tors C and I. Actually, C and I are allelic, and the 
factor is A or R not C. 
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