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Bergey's manual o f  determinative bacteriology. (6th ed.) 
Robert 8. Breed, E. G. D. Murray, A. Parker Hitchens, 
et d. Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins, 1948. Pp. 
xvi + 1529. $15.00. 

Bergey's Manual has for many years represented the 
efforts of American bacteriologists to catalogue, in  an 
orderly and systematic scheme of classification, the highly 
varied and variable living organisms whioh are the ob- 
jects of their study. Never (contrary to the belief of 
many) sanctioned as representing the official terminology 
of the Society of American Bacteriologists, i t  has, never- 
theless, enjoyed the support of that organization. 

This, the 6th edition of the well-known manual, has 
been long in preparation and, according to the editors, 
represents more than the usual amount of time and effort. 
The active collaboration of specialists representing many 
diverse fields has added considerable authority to the 
taxonomic dicta presented. A change to double-column 
format and an increase in the number of pages have 
allowed a tremendous amount of information to be con- 
tained within one volume. No longer merely a taxonomic 
key, in the newer sections of the book especially, i t  rep- 
resents a compilation of facts quite encyclopedic in scope. 

Conspicuous among the illnovations in this edition is 
the inclusion of the viruses and rickettsiae, presented as 
supplements to the class Schizomyoetes or fission fungi. 
While properly these are not designated as members of 
that botanic division, their appearance reflects the dif6- 
culty of the professional bacteriologist adequately to 
define the subjects of his studies; a dilemma whioh has 
provoked the appearance of the science of "microbiol-
ogy" to recognize the diverse biological characteristics 
of these organisms. I t  is of some interest that this is 
still a manual of "bacteriology "l . 

Although to the medical '(virologist" such terms as 
Formido inezorabilis for the virus of rabies and Phagus 
lacerans for one of the streptococcus bacteriophages may 
seem strange, inappropriate, and somewhat difficult of 
assimilation, and even if one were to debate the appro- 
priateness of inclusion of these forms in a classification 
of bacteria (fungi P ) ,  the masterly treatment of the 
information concerning them which is gathered here 
evokes profound respect for those who condensed i t  and 
affords a reliable source of knowledge to the student and 
specialist alike. Previous taxonomio schemes for the 
rickettsiae have been presented; the present one, with its 
integration of other intracellular parasites, the Bar-
tonella, and the "higher" viruses of psittacosis and 
related types, clearly indicates the similarities of this 
fascinating borderland of disease agents. 

Another new and interesting addition is the source 
and habitat index which aids in stimulating, especially 
in the student, a ready appreciation of the markedly di- 
verse activities and interrelationships of microorganisms. 
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AS is to be expected, many taxonomic redistributions 
are found in this edition; in most instances sufficient 
explanation is given for the changes to further the teach- 
ing functions of the manual. Throughout, but more con- 
spicuous in some parts than others, the attendant discus- 
sion of historical background, orthographic problems, 
and classical derivations flavors the text and makes it in-
teresting reading as well as a systematist's key. 

The collaborators and editors have prepared a volume 
whioh must be investigated by all who claim to be bac- 
teriologists; and while i t  is primarily for them as special-
ists, i t  can be used with profit by all who have even a 
passing interest in microorganisms. 

WILLIAM
S. PRESTON 
University of Michigan. 

Organizing scientific researcb for war: tbe administrative 
history of tbe Ofice of Sciemtific Researcb and Develop- 
ment. Irvin Stewart. Boston: Atlantic-Little, Brown, 
1948. pp. 358. $5.00. 

This is another volume in the series entitled "Science 
in World War 11" whioh constitutes the history of the 
Office of Scientific Research and Development. The author 
is former deputy director of OSRD and now president of 
West Virginia University. The first volume in this series, 
Scientists against time, by James Phinney Baxter, pro- 
vides an over-all picture of the role played by science in 
the greatest and most terrible of all wars. Suoceeding 
volumes, already issued or forthcoming, discuss, in more 
detail, special subjects such as New Weapons for Air 
Warfare, Combat Scientists, Applied Physics, and Ad- 
vances in Military Medicine. 

Dr. Stewart's book, however, does not recount the 
advances made in a special subject field. Rather, he has 
had the task of telling the administrative history of the 
Office of Scientific Research and Development. 

Admittedly, this subject does not have the interest and 
exciting appeal which some of the other topics, already 
presented, carry. Nevertheless, this history of how the 
OSRD was organized and how it functioned, through 
reams of paper and miles of red tape, is despite its lack of 
glamour, one of the epics of the past war, and Dr. Stewart 
is to be commended for the excellence of his work. 

The book is divided into four parts, each of which is 
subdivided into chapters. I n  Part  1,entitled "Harness- 
ing Science," the author traces the origins of OSRD from 
its beginning in the NDRC through the establishment of 
the various committees, panels, divisions, and the Chair- 
man's Office. Part 2 takes up the question of liaison 
groups and how contact was established and maintained 
with the various branches of the armed services and with 
allied governments. Part  3 includes the various operating 
procedures, in whioh Dr. Stewart discusses such vital 
matters as contracts for research, fiscal affairs, patent 


