Centennial Celebration, AAAS—A Preview

Edmund W. Sinnott, President

ING of the American Association for the Ad-

vancement of Science for 1948, which is to be
held in Washington next September, has been devel-
oped in recent months by the Centennial Policy Com-
mittee of the Association and is now nearly complete.
This meeting will be unique in three respects:

First, it will celebrate the Centennial Anniversary
of the Association. The year 1848 will be remem-
bered for many events, but not the least of these was
the first meeting, of what was to grow into the great
organization we know today. At this meeting, held at
Philadelphia in the fall of that year and lasting from
September 20 to 25, about 60 papers and communica-
tions were read. The Association then had 461 mem-
bers, which included all the leading American seien-
tists of the time. It is fitting that, as the Associa-
tion enters its second century, we should mark this
birthday with a meeting which will be particularly
memorable.

Second, it will be held in September. Many years
have passed since the annual meeting was convened at
any time other than the Christmas holidays, and it
will be interesting to see how successful this experi-
ment proves to be. The advantages of a Christmas
meeting are numerous, but it also has certain diffi-
culties, and many of our members have often sug-
gested that we try some other date. The period be-
tween Labor Day and the opening of most colleges
seems to be a particularly favorable one and has been
chosen for the Centennial. It is particularly appro-
priate for such a meeting to be held in the Nation’s

THE PROGRAM FOR THE ANNUAL MEET-

capital, and September has the added advantage that .

only at this time can a large gathering be accommo-
dated in Washington.

Third, and most important, the character of the
meeting will be different from any other in the Asso-
ciation’s history. During these four days there will
be none of the usual programs, with hundreds of seci-
entific papers presented in the sections and the affili-
ated societies, such as have distinguished our annual
gatherings in the past, but we shall hold instead a new
type of program consisting of two major parts—a
series of symposia and another of addresses—both by
speakers especially invited to present them.

Symposia have often been held at our meetings
and seem to be a particularly appropriate sort of pro-
gram for the Association to sponsor. In these days
of intense specialization, when scientists must take
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part in the activities of a large number of societies,
each devoted to the development of a single field of
inquiry and research, there is a growing danger that
men of science will lose sight of the progress being
made in other fields than their own and thus fail to
achieve that breadth of outlook which is essential for
sound scientific work. In the last century this was
relatively easy to gain, since science was organized
more simply and possessed a much smaller body of
knowledge. Today, symposia are often presented by
groups of men in the same general field, but there
are far too few opportunities for scientists in quite
different fields to come together and diseuss a common
problem. In the meetings of our Association it is
no longer possible to accommodate all the host of sei-
entific men in America, who necessarily must gather

~ at other times and places for much of the interchange
‘of ideas which is so necessary for progress.

Our
meetings, however, do offer ideal opportunities for the
sort of symposial programs which I have mentioned
and which, in the few cases where they have been
tried, have already proven very stimulating. It may
be that we shall want to devote more and more of our
annual gatherings to such programs and that this will
prove to be one of the major servieces which the Asso-
ciation in its second century can render to the ad-
vancement of science.

For this Centennial Meeting, at least, the program
will in large part consist of such symposia. Fifteen
of these are being organized and will be held on the
mornings of Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
September 14, 15, and 16, five concurrently on each
day. To each symposium three distinguished scien-
tists, chosen from different fields, will contribute a
paper. Since the subject will be approached from
these diverse viewpoints, ecare will be taken to co-
ordinate the three papers in such a way that they may
present an integrated treatment of the topic. At the
conclusion of each symposium there will be discussion
and comment by several scientists chosen for their
familiarity with the topie.

Among the wealth of interesting and important seci-
entific problems it has been most difficult to select a
limited number for treatment in this way, and many
members of the Association will doubtless wish that
the Committee had made other choices. The 15 which
have been decided upon, however, are all of high sig-
nificance, and their discussion by the group of scien-
tific men who have undertaken this task should prove
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a memorable event.

There is no space here to men-
tion more than a few of them. The important prob-
lem of the world’s sources of energy, for example, will
be discussed by authorities in the fields of atomic
energy, photosynthetic energy, and petroleum. Few
problems in biology are now being so actively studied
as that which involves the relation of genes and cyto-
plasm in inheritance and development, and this will be
discussed by investigators who approach it from the
point of view of genetics, of biochemistry, and of
cytoplasmic analysis. The question of food and nu-
trition will be considered by authorities in world agri-
culture, in the science of nutrition, and in the psy-
chology of food habits. The great problem of human
educability will be approached by an educator, a psy-
chologist, and an authority on child development. The
upper atmosphere will be discussed by an astrophysi-
cist, a ‘meteorologist, and a student of cosmic rays.
The many manifestations of waves and rhythms in na-
ture will be dealt with by a student of supersonies,
by one of “brain waves,” and by a seismologist. The
15 symposia and the men who are to take part in
them will be presented briefly in successive issues of
Science during the coming weeks.

On the evenings of these three days there will also
be given a series of addresses, four concurrently on
each evening, by 12 distinguished scientists. These
lectures will present significant scientific problems and
will particularly stress the contribution made to their
solution by men from many nations, thus making evi-
dent the international character of science itself. In-
deed, the theme of the Centennial, manifest in the sym-
posia but particularly emphasized in these addresses,
will be “One World of Science.” In a day when there
are so many disruptive influences at work in the
world, surely one great service of science to mankind
is to show that cooperation among men of many na-
tions, a goal so necessary and so earnestly desired, has
actually been taking place between scientists for many
years and is still actively practiced. This emphasis on
world unity and friendly cooperation between scien-
tists everywhere should be one of the most fruitful
contributions of the Centennial of our Association.

The choice of topies for these lectures and of the
men to give them was also most difficult. They cover
a wide area and will be described more fully later.

“Population Problems,” “The World of Isotopes,”
“Bird Migration,” “Human Frontiers,” and “Giant

. Machjnes for Research” are a few of the fields which

eminent men of science will discuss. These contri-
butions should be notable ones.

The Centennial Celebration will be opened on Mon-
day evening, September 13, when it is hoped that
President Truman will welcome the members of the
Association and their friends at a great gathering.
The retiring president of the Association, Professor
Harlow Shapley, will deliver his address at this time
and will strike the Centennial keynote as he speaks
on “One World of Astronomy.” \

These four days will not all be spent in listening to
programs. The many scientific agencies of the Fed-
eral Government and the universities in and around
Washington will hold “open house” for visitors
throughout the week. Every afternoon and all of
Friday have been left free from formal engagements
so that members of the Association and other visitors
can take advantage of this unusual opportunity to
meet scientists of note, to visit their laboratories, gar-
dens, and museums, and to become more familiar with
the greater center of scientific activity which our na-
tional capital now is. The leisurely pace of this Cen-
tennial week, in such contrast to the crowded and
hectic days of our usual annual meetings, will give
to our members and friends ample chance to meet and
talk with their colleagues and thus to give and receive
the intellectual stimulation which is the product of
personal conference and the basic reason for all sci-
entific gatherings.

In addition to the Association’s meetings during
Centennial week, there will be a considerable series of
scientifie programs held under the auspices of the sec-
tions and the affiliated societies in or near Washington
and either before or after the general meeting.

The Centennial Meeting of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science will be a great
one, both as to numbers in attendance and as to char-
acter and significance. Details of program, arrange-
ments, and accommodations will be published in due
course. It is hoped that everyone who ecan do so will
take advantage of this opportunity to participate in
one of the most notable events in the history of Amer-
ican science.
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