
example, on page 813, appears the statement: "It (the reindeer) 
is a great aid to prospectors and miners in the search for min- 
erals in which Alaska and northern Canada seem to be promis- 
ing." The casual reader is left with the impression that the 
prospectors are using reindeer as super-bloodhounds for track- 
ing down new mineral localities. 

The chief criticism of Industrial and commercial geography 
concerns a fact that lies beyond the control of the authors, 
namely, consideration of the prewar period as the norm. Be- 
cause of the dynamic nature of geography, i t  is doubtful 
whether conditioas can revert entirely to their prewar state. 

I t  is regrettable that the pictures are so poorly reproduced. 
The graphs and maps are numerous and generally illuminating. 
The information on some of the maps,is so microscopic that i t  
is undecipherable. The method of numbering illustrations by 
pages is highly commended, since this saves both the reader's 
time and temper. 

This book should prove effective as a text, because of its 
wealth of information and its readability, and valuable as a 
reference to students of economics, sociology, and government 
as well as to geographers. 

ELIZABETHW. OLMSTED 
Smith College, Northamptolz, Massachusetts 

Lo potho~ogik des oiseaux. G. Lesbouyries. Paris: Vigot 
FrBres, 1941. Pp. 868. (Illustrated.) 1,000 fr. 
The author of this work is a professor of veterinary medi- 

cine, and the title is likely to prove misleading to ornithologists 
seeking information on diseases of wild birds. Nevertheless, the 
book should receive notice outside its strict field because of its 
extremely detailed treatment of a broad range of infectious 
maladies, some of which are associated with manifestations in 
nature. 

Dr. Lesbouyries calls attention to the fact that investigation 
of avian disease has been responsible for a number of important 
advances in the history of medicine. He then discusses, in order, 
malnutritions, tumors, infections (virus, bacterial, protozoan, 
fungus), malformations, glandular affections, endo- and ecto- 
parasites, etc. Each disease which has received a name is 
minutely described in terms of symptoms and cellular pathol- 
ogy, and its history, treatment, and prophylaxis are adequately 
discussed, a t  least in so far as they relate to barnyard fowl. 
Mention of other birds is scanty, and references to parrots, 
crows, penguins, quail, falcons, eagles, owls, doves, magpies, 
larks, and finches seem to be drawn entirely, from literature 
rather than from firsthand clinical esperience. 

Despite its wealth of information for those who wish to 
search it  out, nonmedical ornithologists will deeply regret the 
lack of a table of contents, an index, and a bibliography. 
Authors and the dates of their publications are kited in pro- 
fusion, but the absence of a formal bibliography is excused on 
the ground that i t  would "submerge the text" of the huge 
volume. 

The reader seeks in vain for accounts of spectacular pandem- 
ics among wild populations, such as the Peruvian guano fowl, 
the fulmars of the North Atlantic, and the wild ducks of the 
western United States, all of which have become the subjects 
of a considerable scientific literature. 

ROBERT CUSHMAN MURPHY 
American Museum of Natural History, New Ycrk City 

Scientific Book Register 
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