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of the paper, and the code number. I t  would also be 
advisable to put the code number on any abstracts made 
of the reprints. However, doing this may add a.bit  of 
extra work, since abstracts are often made from the 
original article before a reprint is obtained and cata-
logued. Although I have not found it  necessary, i t  is 
suggested that if any group becomes overburdened with 
reprints, the titles be listed numerically on a sheet in- 
serted at  the beginning of the group. If the group 
becomes still bigger, a subject card index file could be 
set up as suggested by Richardson. 

Instead of envelopes for holding the reprints I have 
been using pamphlet boxes, 7 inches wide x 10 inches 
h ighx3t  inches deep. When necessary, reprints are 
trimmed to 7 inches x 94 inches, or those too large to be 
trimmed are folded. Trimming or folding has not been 
found a serious handicap, since only about one-fourth 
are too large for this size of box. Spacer cards with 
index tabs giving the subject and code number separate 
the different groups of reprints. I f  the boxes are kept 
a t  a minimum of three-quarters full, there is little more 
waste space than that represented by the thickness of 
envelopes, especially when the envelopes may hold in 

many cases no more than a single reprint. If envelopes 
were used for filing by subject, there would be, a t  least 
in most fields, far  fewer needed than in filing by author. 

When a box becomes full, the rear group of reprints 
is transferred to the next box, and a similar shift is 
made in successive boxes. I n  a rapidly growing collection 
new boxes should be inserted at  intervals. The effort in 
making such a rearrangement from time to time is mini- 
mal. A card on the outside of each box gives the code 
number and subject of each group in the box. The card 
is slipped into a shallow pocket made by pasting a cut 
envelope on the outside of the box. The code numbers 
and subjects are visible above the edge of the pocket. 

In  setting up the system some thought should be given 
both to the classes of subject matter and to the group 
titles. As I have employed the system, nearly every 
class has some unused group code numbers which are 
available for future expansion. With the use of sub-
groups expansion of the filing system is virtually' un- 
limited. 

R. H. K. FOSTER 
Department of Pharmacology 
St. Louis University School of Medicine 

Book Reviews 

Acetanilid: a critical bibliographic review. Martin Gross. 

New Haven: Hillhouse Press, 1946. Pp. 155. $3.00. 
This review of acetanilid is the first of a series of 

monographs from the Institute for the Study of Anal-
gesic and Sedative Drugs. I t  is introduced by H. W. 
Haggard, director of the Laboratory of Applied Physiol- 
ogy, Yale University, and will be followed by other 
volumes under the same editorship dealing with salicy- 
lates, phenacetin, bromides, and antipyrine. Not only 
are these intended to furnish for investigators a critical 
review of the whole literature, but they also collect and 
evaluate the previous and encourage additional research. 

The present work is an excellent survey of the problems 
which have been studied by biochemists, pharmacologists, 
and clinicians since acetanilid (antifebrin) was intro-
duced in 1886 by Cahn and Hepp as the first modern 
antipyretic. The material is discussed in several meticu- 
lously elaborated chapters. The most important are: 
('The Fate of Acetanilid in the Body," "Therapeutic 
Use," "Pharmacology and Toxicology With So-called 
Cases of Acetanilid-Poisoning, " and ' ' The Question of 
Addiction or Habituation." Pharmacologists and clini- 
cians will find in all these chapters that, despite 60 years 
of experimental and practical research, a wide field is 
still open for new investigations to confirm and augment 
older studies and to ascertain new facts about the anti- 
pyretic, analgesic, and toxic action of this drug, so fun- 
damental to our knowledge of all antipyretics subse-
quently discovered. I t s  excellent and critical contents are 
supported by an extensive bibliography of 763 references. 

All scientists interested in the progress of experi-
mental or clinical therapy will find stimulating material 
for study in this outstanding volume, which is highly 
recommended. 

ERNESTP. PICK 
Laboratories of the Mount Sinai Hospital, New York City 

The dynamics of human adjustment. Percival M. Sym-
onds. New York: D. Appleton-Century, 1946. Pp. 
xiv +666. $5.00. 
This book gives evidence of the increasing interest in 

dynamic psychology, which the author defines as "con- 
cerned with the ways in which an individual satisfies his 
inner drives from the physical and social world in which 
he lives." The scope and level of the volume show that 
it  is intended primarily as a textbook for advanced stu- 
dents who are for professional work in clinical 
psychology. 

The six opening chapters deal with general principles 
of dynamic psychology.. The thesis of these chapters is 
that the frustration of human drives leads to aggression, 
that aggression meets with punishment, that punishment 
is the source of anxiety, and that anxiety, in turn, is the 
basis of substitutive and neurotic behavior. The seventh 
chapter, on defenses against anxiety, is a transition to 
the core of the book, which discusses a t  length each of 
the mechanisms of adjustment, including fixation, re-
gression, repression, displacement, introjection, projec- 
tion, identification, sublimation, reaction and reversal 
formation, compensation, rationalization, and fantasy. 


