
laboratory procedures to a minimuin, expecting the stu- 
dent to have textbooks available on this subject. 

The background and development of this book are 
interesting and explain its particular value and its limi- 
tations. Dr. Napier was, until 1943, director and pro- 
fessor of tropical medicine of the Calcutta School of 
Tropical Medicine. There he had worked'for over 20 
years and had become the recognized authority on the 
clinical aspects and chemotherapy of kala azar. With 
the beginning of the war with Japan, he foui~d i t  neces- 
sary to establish a course in tropical medicine for med- 
ical officers of the armed forces of Great Britain and 
the United States who had had no previous experience in 
this field. His book is largely based on his comprehen- 
sive review of tropical medicine a t  that time. The first 
volume was published by Thacker, Spink, and Company 
in Calcutta in 1943. At that time, however, he came to 
the United States and completed his work here, pub-
lishing it in one volume. For this reason, the Calcutta 
portion of the book was lithographed in the United States 
with certain minor revisions, and the new part of the 
worlr.was added in identical type, producing a uniform 
volume. 

The particular value of this work lies in i ts author- 
ship by a man who has had a very extensive personal 
experience in  a country where many tropical diseases 
exist. The chapters dealing with these diseases have 
been written from the point of view of his own ex-
perience, which may be considered highly authoritative, 
particularly from the British point of view. The chap- 
ters on diseases not present in India are the result of 
his extensive review of the literature and personal con-
tact with authorities on those diseases and are also, in 
general, excellent in their presentation. 

The principal limitation of the book is that the Cal- 
cutta portion could not be adequately revised to include 
discoveries made during the war. Such changes as were 
made had to be inserted in such a way as to cause the 
least possible change in the text, and in some places are 
slightly confusing to the reader. 

I n  addition to the infectious diseases, which constitute 
the great bulk of the text, there are valuable sections 
on effects of tropical climate on health, on nutrition and 
nutritional diseases in the tropics, and on snakes and 
snake bite. 

The book is profusely illustrated with maps, charts, 
line drawings of parasites, life cycles, and photographs, 
many of which are original. The four colored plates 
devoted to intestinal parasites, arthropods, malaria, and 
snakes are in general well done, although a parasitologist 
would object to the four-nucleate cyst of Endamoeba cold 
and to the omission of the egg of Schistosoma japonicum. 

The reviewer considers this work one of the most valu- 
able contributions to tropical medicine and feels that it 
should be a part  of every medical library. I t  should be 
widely used both as a student textbook and as  a guide 
to practitioners of medicine, both in the tropics and in 
the temperate zones. 

HENRYE. MELENEY 
New Pork University College of Medicine 
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