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and B. aerogenes were inhibited. These clinieal and
laboratory findings are being reported elsewhere in
detail (4, 5).

Vitamin D (activated ergosterol) is chemically er-
gosterol (i.e. characterized by the phenanthrene ring),
the antirachitic property being due to intramolecular
changes (1).

Since ergosterol (nonactivated) added to culture
media inhibited tubercle bacilli and Staph. aureus,
thus excluding the antirachitiec factor as being respon-
sible for the antibacterial action, we can assume that
the chemical structure of vitamin D and ergosterol
is responsible.

Cholesterol (a phenanthrene-related substa.nce)
added to culture media also inhibited tubercle baeilli
and Staph. aureus.

Substanees related to phenanthrene are very eom-
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mon in nature (e.g. sex hormones, heart glycosudes,
cholesterol, ergosterol, vitamin D, ete.) (2).

The substances reported here—cholesterol, ergos-
terol, and vitamin D—have in common the phenan-
threne ring and the antibacterial action.

In wvivo, in preliminary experiments, tuberculosis
in guinea pigs was suppressed by injection of large
doses of vitamin D (viosterol, 5,500,000 units D or
more).

Bile salts are also phenanthrene related and have
been known to have “bacteriostatic action on some
species of microorganism” (3).
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News and Notes

Valy Menkin, assistant professor of pathology at
Duke University School of Medicine, has been ap-
pointed associate professor of experimental pathology
in the newly created Department of Surgical Research
at Temple University Medieal School,. Philadelphia.

Harold Hotelling was guest of honor at a testi-
monial dinner given 3 May by the Statistical Tech-
niques Group, New York Chapter, American Statis-
tieal Association. Dr. Hotelling is leaving Columbia
University at the end of the academic year to become
professor of mathematical statistics at the University
of North Carolina. .

On behalf of the Group, Helen M. Walker presented
gifts to Prof. and Mrs. Hotelling. The chairman,
Irving Lorge, introduced the distinguished visitors
who came to honor Dr. Hotelling. Among the speak-
ers were: P. C. Mahalanobis, of Presidency College,
Calcutta, India; Stuart Rice, chairman of the Statis-
tieal Commission of the Economic and Social Couneil
of the United Nations; and Dean Pegram, of the
Graduate Faculties of Columbia University.

Prof. Hotelling reviewed the changes in statistical
theory and techniques that were developed during the
15 years of his professorship at Columbia University.

Fritz Lenz, former professor of eugenies at the Uni-
versity of Berlin and long-time editor of the Archiv
fiir Rassen- und Gesellschafts-Biologie, is at Obern-
felde bei Lubbecke, not far from Osnabriick in the

British zone of occupation. All of his family sur-
vived the war.—Paul Popenoe (American Institute of
Family Relations).

Roger Adams, head of the Chemistry Department,
University of Illinois, was presented the Theodore
William Richards Medal of the American Chemical
Society’s Northeastern Section at a meeting Thursday
evening, 9 May, in Huntington Hall, Massachusetts

Institute of Technology, Cambridge.

James Bryant Conant, president of Harvard Uni-
versity, reviewed the life and scientific achievements
of Prof. Adams, who is a native of Boston and a Har-
vard graduate. Prof. Foster, head of the Chemistry
Department in the State Teachers College, Framing-
ham, Massachusetts, and Section chairman, presented
the medal.

Norman W. Pirie, virus physiologist at the Rotham-
sted Experiment Station, England, is at the Worcester
Foundation for Experimental Biology as a fellow of
the Foundation.

Ottavio Munemti, well known for his genetical
studies on sugar beets and other erops, writes that
he has continued as director of the R. Stazione Ex-
perimentale di Bieticultura at Rovigo, Italy. Dr.
Munerati is anxious to renew contacts with seientists
in the United States. During the war he was able
to publish only one paper: “Duration of the beet
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eycle” (Monthly Bull. agric. Sci. Pract., 1942, 33,
177T-214T).—G. H. Coons (Bureau of Plant In-
dustry, Beltsville, Maryland).

Icie Macy Hoobler, of Detroit, director of the re-
search laboratory of the Children’s Fund of Mich-
igan, will receive the Francis P. Garvan Medal honor-
ing women in chemistry, it is announced by the Amer-
ican Chemical Society. . The gold medal will be pre-
sented to Dr: Hoobler at the Society’s 110th national
meeting in Chicago in September.

The Garvan Medal is the latest of a long series of
honors won by Dr. Hoobler, whose achievements have
made her one of Detroit’s outstanding scientists. She
was the first woman ever to be chairman of an Amer-
ican Chemical Society Division, being elected to that
office by the Division of Biological Chemistry in 1930,
and the first woman to head a Loeal Section of the
Society, serving as chairman of the Detroit Section
in 1930. During the war Dr. Hoobler was a member
of the National Researeh Council’s Food and Nutri-
tion Board.

Charles E. Teeter, Jr., professor of physies and
chemistry at.Cambridge Junior College and formerly
staff member at M.ILT. Radiation Laboratory, has
been appointed research associate at Boston Univer-
sity. He hopes to organize an acoustics research lab-
oratory, covering the fields of supersonies and audlo-
acousties.

N. P. Dubinin, professor at the Institute of Cytol-
ogy of the Academy of Sciences of USSR, Oboukh
Street No. 6, Moscow, USSR, has written as follows
to the Department of Zoology, Columbia University:

We are badly in need of scientific literature published
in the United States. You would do a tremendous favor
to the science of genetics in the USSR by asking all
American colleagues working in genetics, including plant
and animal breeding, to send us their pubhcatlons issued
during the war years.

All publications should be sent directly to Prof.
Dubinin. ,

Capt. Curtis W. Sabrosky, U. S. Public Health Ser-
vice, Office of Malaria Control in War Areas, formerly
assistant professor of entomology at Michigan State
College, has been appointed associate entomologist in
the Division of Insect Identification of the U. S. Bu-
reau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Washing-
ton, D. C.

Harry Eagle has been appointed adjunet professor
of bacteriology in The Johns Hopkins Sehool of Hy-
giene and Public Health. Dr. Bagle will retain his
active status as senior surgeon in the U. S. Public
Health Service, and his laboratory will be designated

SCIENCE

Vol. 103, No. 2683

as the Laboratory of Experimental Therapeuties of.
the U. S. Public Health Service and The Johns Hop-
kins School of Hygiene and Public Health, supported
Jjointly by the two agencies.

George W. White, professor of geology at the Ohlo
State University, has been appointed state geologist
of Ohio. He succeeds Wilber Stout, who retired 1
May after having served the State Geological Survey
for 35 years, the last 18 as state geologist.

8. R. M. Reynolds, Department of Embryology,
Carnegie Institution of ‘Washington, Baltimore, was
elected a membre honoraire of the Société Francaise
‘de Gynécologie at the meeting of this society on 21
January 1946.

' William Bloom, professor of anatomy at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, has resigned from his position as
chairman of the Department, effective 1 July 1946,
at which time he will become a member of the recently
established Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysies
at the University. He will continue as professor in
the Department of Anatomy. Peter P. H. De Bruyn,
who has been promoted to an associate professorship,
will assume the position of chairman of the Depart-
ment.

Clyde Kohn, Department of Geography, Northwest-
ern University, Evanston, is the new secretary of the
National Council of Geography Teachers.

G. T. Nightingale has ‘resigned from the Hawaiian
Pineapple’ Company, where he has been conducting
plant physiological research during the past seven and
one-half years, and has aceepted appointment as head
of the Department of Plant Physiology at the Pine-
apple Research Institute of Hawaii, Honolulu 2.

Recent Deaths

Frances Louise Long, 60, formerly ecologist at the
Carnegie Institution of Washington, died in Santa
Barbara, California, on 17 March.

Simon Flexner, 83, director emeritus of the Rocke-
feller Institute for Medical Research and authority
on meningitis, infantile paralysis, and dysentery, died
on 2 May.

Rollin H. Stevens, 78, president of the recently-
organized Detroit Institute of Cancer Research, died
in Detroit on 17 May.

Joseph Sergi Kasamin, director of the psychiatry
department of Mount Zion Hospital and former presi-
dent of the American Orthopsychiatric Association,
died on 4 May in San Francisco, California. Dr.
Kasanin was author of Language and thought in
schizophrenia.



