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FOR THE EYES OF SCIENCE

The optical equipment upon which science is
so dependent is, in turn, dependent upon op-
tical glass. Prior to World War I, American-
made optical glass was a laboratory curiosity.
At that time Bausch & Lomb was able to per-
fect the methods and formulae with which it
had been experimenting for several years ...
producing the first commercial quantities of
fine optical glass ever made in this country.
Since then, optical glass making at Bausch &
Lomb has been continuously expanded until

today Bausch & Lomb produces the major
portion of the optical glass used in this country
... each of the many types for its specific opti-
cal use. Bausch & Lomb Optical Company,
Rochester 2, N.Y.

lllustrated is the largest single usable piece of optical
glass ever made in America. Weighing some 379
pounds, after two months of shaping and ling,
it will be ground as a 4° prism for use in the world’s
largest Schmidt-type telescope, to be erected at Puebla,
Mexico,
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In the present volume there are four reviews on funda-
mental studies on protein structure or reactivity. ¢‘The
Reactions of Formaldehyde with Amino Acids and Pro-
teins,’’ by French and Edsall, and the consideration of
¢¢X-Ray Diffraction and Protein Structure,”’ by Fan-
kuchen, are masterly presentations of the respective sub-
jeets. The success of the former authors in condensing
and .making clear and readable” the vast literature on
formaldehyde-protein reactions is noteworthy. The table
‘assembled by Fankuchen on X-ray data on the crystalline
proteins is a valuable aid to the reader. In a review on
¢‘Protein Denaturation and the Properties of Protein
Groups,’’ Anson has made a thoughtful and straightfor-
ward presentation of his views on this topic. A discus-
sion on ‘‘Terminal Amino Acids in Peptides and Pro-
teins,”’ by Fox, describes some of the methods which
might be employed in determining amino acid sequences
in proteins.

There are two excellent reviews on tissue proteins, one
by Dawson and Mallette on ‘‘Copper Proteins,’’ and the
other by Karl Meyer on ‘‘Mucoids and Glycoproteins.’’
The former covers the topics of the hemocyanins, the oxi-
dases, and metalloproteins generally; the latter is con-
cerned with those polysaccharides and smaller sugars
which are attached to a number of proteins. Both re-
views should be immensely valuable to workers in many
fields.

Two reviews on foodstuffs, ‘‘ Amino Acid Composition
of Food Proteins,’’ by Block, and ‘¢ Wheat Gluten,’’ by
Blish, are interesting contributions to this subject, the
tables. in both reviews being of particular usefulness to
workers in nutrition. The range of problems encountered
in cereal technology may be a surprise to those accus-
tomed to the ready availability of bread nicely wrapped
in wax paper on the grocer’s shelves.

There are two reviews on methods of protein analysis.
One, by Snell, on the ‘‘Microbiological Assay of Amino
Acids’’ is very well done and of considerable contem-
porary interest. The other, by Martin and Synge, covers
nearly all methods of analysis of hydrolyzed proteins ex-
cept the microbiological; close to 800 references are cited
in 63 pages of text, and the thought arises that perhaps
too much has been attempted in too small a space.

A contribution of interest to medicine is a review by
Paul Cannon on ‘‘Antibody Production and Resistance
to Infection,’’ which is largely concerned with the rela-
tion of protein metabolism to resistance mechanisms in

the animal body.
JESSE P. GREENSTEIN

National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, Maryland

Scanning Science—

The first number of the anthropological series pub-
lished by the Field Columbian Museum, Chicago, is
the “Archaeological Studies among the Anecient Cities
of Mexico,” by the curator, William H. Holmes. The
first part, which alone has appeared, is devoted to the
architectural remains of Yueatan.
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HANDBOOK
OF LIZARDS

Lizards of the United
States and of Canada

By Hobart Muir Smith

Latest title to be added to the already
well-known series HANDBOOKS OF
AMERICAN NATURAL HISTORY,
edited by Albert Hazen Wright, this
Handbook considers 136 species of liz-
ards under the following topics: range,
type, locality, size, color, scalation, rec-
ognition characters, structural features,
life history, habitat and habits, methods
of collection and preservation, and prob-
lems for future study. ‘

Illustrations, numbering more than 300,
consist of photographs, from several
views, of practically all species and sub-
species, line drawings and range maps.
Also included are illustrated keys to all
the families, genera, species and sub-
species of North American lizards.

The HANDBOOK OF LIZARDS is the
first full treatment thus far published of
lizards occurring in the United States
and in Canada. It will be of particular
interest to all herpetologists and' stu-
dents of general zoology, both for field
work and as a valuable reference.

To be published in the spring.
Approximately 600 pages,
$5.75 (tentative)

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER OR

COMSTOCK: PUBLISHING CO., INC.

124 ROBERTS PLACE
ITHACA, NEW YORK




