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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT.  
OF SCIENCE  

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

AT the meeting of the Executive Committee (mem-
bers present, Roger Adams, 0. W. Caldwell, A. J. 
Carlson, c k a h m ,  B. E. Livingston, Kirtley F. 
Nather, Walter R. Miles, F. R. hloulton and E. C. 
Stakman) held on J u n e  24, 1945, the following ac-
tions were taken : 

1.,The Assoeiation will take over the editorship of 
S ~ E N C EJanuary 1, 1946. 

'2. The nominees for consideration in connection with 
the editorship of SCIENCEsecured by the Spedal Com- 
mittee (Drs. George A. Baitsell, Philip Bard, Howard P. 
Barss, W. F. G. Swann) from the canvass of the members 
of the Council and submitted to the Executive Committee, 
were subjected to a preferential ballot and the Chairman 
of the Executive Committee wa* authorized to contaot 

these nominees in the order of the preference ballot, with 
reference to availability, and to report to the Executive 
Committee. 

3. The chairman and the Permanent Secretary were 
authorized to submit the names of nominees for editorial 
advisers' for SCIENCE (two nominees from each section, 
one to be elected), which were presented to the Executive 
Committee by the SCIENCE Policy Committee (Malcolm 
H. Soule, Roger Adams, Walter R. Miles), to the members 
of the Council for election. 

4. The chairman was authorized to appoint a com-
mittee to study and make proposals for the &cquisition of 
adequate housing facilities for the growing activities of 
the Association, and this committee was authorized to 
proceed immediately to secure funds for a permanent 
home for the Association. 
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relatively gentle winds rather than regular, strong winds, 
which factor seems in itself to bar this magpie from 
certain otherwise suitable areas. The total of require-
ments for the yellow-billed magpie is thus distinctly dif- 
ferent from that of the American Black-billed Mag-
pie . . . ; neither species would likely thrive for long 
within the range of the other [p. 2941. 

F o r  sixty years the taxonomic and distributional 
study of California birds has been the interest of a n  
extremely active group of ornithologists. The late 
Dr. Joseph ~ r i n h e l l ,  senior author of the present 
monograph, often said that continuation of the under- 
taking offered problems enough to keep a growing 
company of workers busy f o r  the next hundred years. 
His  statement may be true, provided constant exten- 
sion of the aims is taken into account, though it is 
difficult to see how any  refinement of technique could 
broaden the scope or improve the usefulness of the 
present volume without rapidly encountering limita- 

' tions imposed by the law of decreasing returns. 
The work covers 427 species (644 species and sub- 

species) of California birds. Of these, 273 species 
(423 species and subspecies) breed within the State. 
84 species are  represented by more than 1 race: 
38 by 2 races, 21 by 3 , 1 1  by 4 , 3  by 5 , 3  by 6, 3 by  7, 
and single species have, respectively, 8, 10, 13, 1 5  
and 1 8  races. California song sparrows comprise no 
fewer than 1 4  races, the breeding ranges o f  several 
of which ark restricted to extremely small ecological 
niches. A colored frontispiece portrays the distinctive 
plumage characters of eight of these forms, and a 
distributional map on page 548 shows the ranges 
within the State of all 14. 

After a n  introduction of eight pages, the work 
opens with systematic list of the species and sub- 
species of California birds. This includes both tech- 
nical and vernacular names, i n  both of which the 
authors make certain departures from the A. 0. U. 
Check-List of North American ,Birds, a step taken 
deliberateb and ably defended i n  the introduction. 
Then follows the general account of the native birds 
of the State, which occupies the bulk of the volume. 
The treatment includes a list of synonyms; a para-
graph on the status of the form in california; a 
longer paragraph on the geographic range, which 
lists the published sources and gives a succinct and 
aumbating into the nature earlier find-insight of 
ings. The-final heading under each form relates to 
the habitat of the bird within its seasonal or perma- 
nent geographic range. A 57 distribu-
tional maps adds greatly to  the usefulness of the 
admirable text. 

Pages 557 to 576 are devoted to introduced species 
and to those of uncertain or legendary status. B y
such means the have removed from the body 

of their book material of a kind that has long clut- 

tered u p  the text of countless other works on ornithol- 
ogy, while a t  the same time they have not deprived 
their readers of information that has a special interest 
in  its own right. The work closes with a n  index 
covering all scientific and popular names of every 
species. and subspecies. 

The book as  a whole fulfils expectations built u p  
by the senior author, who is no longer living, and 
the junior author, who still carfies on i n  the same 
tradition. There is not a word of padding in its 
608 pages. I t s  text is stark but sufficient, and it 
offers a direct guide to the best sources of more de- 
tailed information. Space precludes further consid- 
eration of a particular sample of the text, but the 
reviewer can not forbear a reference to the common 
cliff swallow of California which, according to sea-
sonal press releases, arrives each year a t  th'e mission 
of San  J u a n  Capistrano on March 19 and departs 
with equal regularity on October 23, taking due ac- 
count, if we are to believe the newspapers, even of the 
quadrennial shift produced by leap year. Grinnell 
and Miller have no space in  their compact text fo r  a 
reference to the pious tale, but i n  discussing the 
status of this swallow in California they note that 
the "dates of arrival and departure are  greatly vari- 
able with year and locality." 

R. C. MURPHY 
A~~ERICANMUSEUMos NATURALHISTORY 
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