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tistical Laboratory, Calcutta. Distinguished for his 
contributions both to statistical theory and to the appli- 
cations of statistics, particularly to sample surveys, 
agriculture and population. 

PEIERLS, RUDOLF ERNST (Birmingham). Professor of 
applied mathematics. Distinguished for his contribu- 
tions to theoretical physics, particularly in the appli- 
cation of quantum mechanics to the electron theory of 
metals and other phenomena of the solid state and in 
the theory of the atomic nucleus. 

ROBERTSON,JOHNMONTEATH(Glasgow). Professor of 
chemistry. Distinguished for his work on crystal strnc- 
tnre by the methods of x-ray analysis. He has made 
measurements of great accuracy in this field, and has 
derived from them precise molecular structnrw, elec- 
tron density distributions and inter-atomic distances of 
organic molecules. 

ROWE,FREDERICKMAURICE(Leeds). Professor of color 
chemistry and dyeing. As leading dyestuffs technolo- 
gist, his work has been of national importance. He 
has made varied and original contributions to the chem- 
istry of dyes and intermediates. ' 

SMITII, WILLIAM WRIGHT (Edinburgh). Rogius professor 
of botany and Keeper of the Eoyal Botanic Gardens. 
Distinguished for his contributions to the taxonomy of 
Angiosperms, and especially for his monographic treat- 
ment of the genera P r h l a  and Rhododendron. 

STEPHENSON,MARJORY(Cambridge). A member of the 
scientific staff of the Medical Research Council. Dis-
tinguished for her biochemical researches upon the 
metabolism of bacteria, which, with those of her pupils 
during 25 years, have included work upon hydrogenase, 
lactic dehydrogenase and adaptive enzymes. 

WALLIS, BARNES NEVILLE. Mechanical engineer. Chief 
of research and development of Vickers-Armstrong Ltd., 

,Aircraft Section. He has been responsible for many 
new projects of design, and his work has led to secret 
developments which have been of great importance in 
the war effort. 

YOUNG,JOHN (Oxford) . University lecturer in ZACHARY 
zoology. Distinguished for his outstanding contribu- 
tions to knowledge of the nerve fibre, both of its struc- 
ture and function. During the war he has worked on 
important clinical aspects of the repair of damaged 
nerves. 

AFFILIATION OF T H E  SHELL DEVELOP-

MENT RESEARCH CLUB WITH THE 


SOCIETY OF T H E  SIGMA XI 

ON March 21, the Shell Development Research 

Club1 held its annual initiation of local members and 
local associate members a t  a dinner meeting a t  the 
Hotel Claremont a t  Berkeley, Calif. Eighty initiates 
in  each classification were presented to the chairman, 
William E.  Vaughan, by the marshal, Marion D. 
Taylor; Mr. Vaughan then performed the brief cere-
mony and presented the new members to the club. 

Following the initiation, the club became officially 

1 The organization of the group was reported in the 
V'ortex of December, 1944, p. 415. 

affiliated with the Society of the Sigma Xi, national 
honorary scientific fraternity. This ceremony was 
conducted by Professor George W. Beadle, of the 
Department of Biology, Stanford University, 1945 
Sigma Xi  Lecturer, who had been appointed by the 
society to be the installing officer. Professor Beadle's 
action marked the a t t ah ing  of one of the principal 
objectives of the founders, who were 142 members 
and associate members of Sigma Xi on the San  Fran-  
cisco and Emeryville staffs of the Shell Development 
Company. The founders patterned their organization 
strictly on the same principles, qualifications and ac- 
tivities as the national fraternity. Sigma X i  itself 
was feunded a t  Cornell University in  1886 by two 
groups, one of engineers and the other primarily of 
geologists; and it is expanding its membership be- 
yond its one hundred and twenty-five college and uni- 
versity chapters to include such industrial research 
clubs as the present one. The object of both the 
society and the club is "to encourage original investi- 
gation in science, pure and applied." 

Professor William Hammond Wright, of the Lick 
Observatory of the University of California, a t  
Mount Hamilton, gave the address of the evening, en- 
titled "The Carnegie Telescope of the Lick Observa- 
tory." H e  described this new double telescope and 
amplified on its use to obtain (possibly in  fifty 
years) a n  accurate measure of the precession of the 
earth's axis. This, in  turn, will enable astronomers 
to measure more exactly the proper motion of stars 
in  our galaxy, and such information is essential to 
the understanding of celestial mechanics. 

A nuniber of distinguished guests were in  atten-
dance. The California chapter of Sigma Xi  was 
represented by its president, Professor D. M. Green- 
berg, and the Stanford chapter by its vice-president, 
Professor 0. C. Shepard. The Shell Oil Company, 
Incorporated, was represented by Messrs. David Heg- 
gie, F. C. Clulow, J. M. Brackenbury and A. Boult-
bee, and Shell Chemical by Messrs. L. V. Steck and 
M. Buck, 

The message to the club sent by Professor Harlow 
Shapley, of Harvard University, president of the 
Sigma Xi, is a s  follows : 

Of high importance in the steady advance of our Amer- 
ican culture is the respect we have individually and as a 
nation for scientific discoveries and for new technical 
applications of the Buqdamental creations and revelations 
of the past. One phase of scientific work that is of in-
'creasing significance is that represented by research in 
industrial laboratories. The laboratories of the Shell 
Development Company are taking a noble part in the 
science of industry. Therefore, our congratulations to 
the new Sigma Xi Club, which is dedicated to counter- 
balancing the de-civilizing tendencies of war and of in- 
ternational strife, with the civilizing contributions \that 
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we can provide with test-tubes, centrifuges, microiomes 
and radiation analyzers. 

May the new club have a continuing active career in 
the incitation of companionship in first-class scientific 
inquiry. 

THE NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR 

INFANTILE PARALYSIS 


THE National Foundation for  Infantile Paralysis 
has $1,267,600 for  m e  training of quali-
fied physical therapists. 

There are now 3,500 qualified pllysical thera-
pists, than are in the Armed 
Forces. With earlier and more ex tens i~euse of such 

methods treatment, twice the number 
trained could be used f o r  this disease alone. The pro-
gram developed under the guidance of a special 
mittee established i n  the of physical therapy 'On-
sists of three parts : 

$1,107,000 for scholarships to train new physical 
therapist,^ ; 

$82,000 for fellowships to proride additional teaeh-
ers, and 

(3)  	$78,600 for general developlnent of the field of 
physical therapy. 

The National Foundation since it  was organized in 
1938 has spent more than a million dollars in  the 
development of the fields of physical medicine and 
physical therapy. The new program is designed to 
provide urgently needed personnel. 

Under the chairmanship of Dr. Irvin Abell, of 
Louisville, Ky., chairnlan of the Board of Regents 
of the American College of Surgeons, a special com-

mittee has been formed to assist in  its development. 
Applications f o r  scholarships should be made to The 
~ ~ t i ~ ~~ ~ l~ ~ ~ d ~ t i ~for rnfantile paralysis, 120 ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ d ~N~~ yol.k 5, N. Y. ~ 

THE PASSANO FOUNDATION AWARD 
A s  the result of a nationwide poll among leaders in 

nledical *science,Dr. Edwin J. Cohn, professor of bio-
chemistl.y at ~~~~~~d university, has been chosen as 
the firstwinnerof the award of $5,000 of the Passano 
Foundation. The presentation will be niade on the 
night of May 1 6  a t  an appropriate cereniony in Osier 
IIall of the Medical and Cllirurgical Faculty of Mary-

land, Baltinlore. 
The foundation, was established in 1944 by 

Williams and Tvilkins Company, proposes to aid 
in any way possible the advancement of lnedical re-
parch, research that bears promise of clin-

ical application. F o r  the encouragement of such re-
search the foundation has established the award as 
one of its activities. 

Dr. Ernil Novak, associate in gynecology in the 
Johns Hopkins University Medical School; Dr. 
Nicholson J. Eastman, professor of obstetrics, and 
Dr. George W. Corner, director of the Embryolog-
ical Laboratory of the Carnegie Institution of Wash-
ington, represent the rnedical profession on the board 
of directors of the foundation. 

Following the piesentation of the award by Ed-
ward B. Passano, chairinan of the board of the Wil-
liams and Wilkins Company, Dr. Cohn will read a 
paper concerning the applications of his work on 
blood plasma to the field of clinical medicine. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

DR. GEOIZGEH. SHULL,professor of botany and 

genetics, emeritus, of Princeton University, has re-
ceived a citation of distinguished service from the 
New Jersey State Board of Agriculture. The award 
is in  recognition of the discoveries which led to the 
development of hybrid corn and for  his years of 
service in the science of genetics a t  Princeton. 

THE Gold Medal of the Thornas A. Ldison Founda-
tion for  1944 has been awarded to Dr. Murdock 
Equen, physician of Atlanta, fo r  his development 
of the alnico rrlagnet to rernove metal objects from 
the stomach and lungs. 

THE Gold Medal of the Royal Astronomical Society 
f o r  1945 has been awarded to Professor Bengt EdlBn, 
of the Observatory a t  Lund, Sweden, in  recognition 
of his identification of the origin of the principal lines 
in  the coronal spectrum. 

DR. 'CV. IfT.HANSEN, engineer theresearch f o r  
Sperry Gyroscope Company, has been awarded the 

Morris N. Lieblnann Menlorial Prize of the Institute 
of Radio Engineers for  his work on "the application 
of nragnctic theory to radiation, antennae, resonators 
and electronic bunching; and for  the development of 
practical microwave equipment and technique." 

A CERTIFICATEOF MERIThas been awarded by the 
I!. S. Office of Censorship to Dr. M. A. Bosanoff, 
solnetime postgraduate professor of chemistry in 
Clark University, "in recognition of a n  outstanding 
contribution to the nation's war effort." 

PROFESSOR 	 of the Uni-WILTONMARIONKROGMAN, 
versity of Chicago, has been elected president of the 
Anlerican Association of Physical Anthropologists 
fo r  the coming year. 

DR. J. R. DE La TORRE-BVEKO,of Tucson, Ariz., for 
the last thirty years editor of the publications of the 
Brooklyn Entomological Society, has been elected 
honorary prmident of the society. H e  succeeds the 
late William T. Davis, who was elected honorary 


