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and. algae, a member of the staff of the Laboratoire

de Cryptogamie of the Museum d’Histoire Naturelle,

Paris, in 1937 president of the Société botanique de
France, died on January 21.
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ViapiMir IvaANOvICH VERNADSKY, professor of
crystallography and mineralogy at the University of
Moscow, died on January 6 at the age of eighty-two
years.

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE TYPHUS COMMISSION OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

BrigapiEr GENERAL S. Bayne-Jones, U.S.A,,
deputy chief of the Preventive- Medicine Service of
the Office of the Surgeon General, U. S. Army, and
director of the U. S. A. Typhus Commission, has made
the following statement:

In the President’s Executive Order No. 9285 dated
December 24, 1942, establishing the United States of
America Typhus Commission, provision is made for re-
search on typhus fever and for collaboration with all
appropriate agencies. Ever since the commission went
into action in January, 1943, research on typhus fever
and the related rickettsial diseases has been one of the
main objectives. This research has been condueted in
this country and overseas by Typhus Commission per-
sonnel, and by investigators in the laboratories of the
Army Medical School, the Army Medical Museum, the
National Institute of Health, the U. S. Public Health
Service and the Naval Medical Research Institute. Fur-
thermore, there has been full collaboration with numerous
civilian institutions both in this country and abroad.
The work has advanced the understanding of typhus, has
improved control measures of both epidemie typhus and
scrub typhus and may be leading to the discovery of
effective remedies for several types of typhus fever.
There are many unsolved problems, but definite progress
is being made. The point which I wish to emphasize
is that the operation of the U. S. A. Typhus Commission
again exemplifies collaboration and coordination of activi-
ties of both military and civilian agencies and the draw-
ing to the support of a research program great resources
and competent investigators from both military and ecivil-
ian establishments.

THE WAR AND ENGINEERING EDUCATION

To conserve certain advantages the war has brought,
the Carnegie Foundation is conduecting a study of
measurement and guidance in engineering education
at eleven cooperating higher 1nst1tut10ns The under-
taking is sponsored jointly by the Engineers’ Counecil
for Professional Development, the Society for the
Promotion of Engineering Education and the Car-
negie Foundation, funds being provided by the two
engineering bodies and the Carnegie Corporation of
New York.

Based on an inventory of the ability and skills
which the entering student of engineering is expected
to possess, seven special tests are used to appraise
his ability and to assist in assigning and guldmg him
in his training and choice of career.

Among engineers and educators associated with
the work are Robert E. Doherty, B. R. Teare and
J. B. Rosenbach, of the Carnegie Institute of Tech-
nology; Everett S. Lee and A. R. Stevenson, of the
General Electric Company; Alan R. Cullimore and
A. D. Moore, of the Newark College of Engineering;
R. L. Sackett, of the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers; R. H. Frazier and T. P. Pitre, of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; H. S. Rogers,
of the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn; Franecis M.
Dawson and John M. Russ, of the State University
of Towa; T. W. Wood, of Northwestern University,
and Carl J. Eckhardt, Jr., of the University of Texas.

ADDITIONAL GRANTS OF THE SUGAR RE-
SEARCH FOUNDATION .

FUuTURE uses for sugar and new evidence to estab-
lish the funections of sugar in the human diet are the
object of research now being conducted by college and
university investigators under grants-in-aid from the
Sugar Research Foundation of New York City.

Founded under the laws of the State of New York
on June 10, 1943, the Sugar Research Foundation, of
which Joseph F'. Abbott is director, is an organization
of growers and processors of cane and beet sugar in
the continental United States, Hawaii, Puerto Rico,
Cuba and Canada. Ody H. Lamborn is the executive
director. Dr. Robert C. Hockett, who has leave of
absence for five years from the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, where he is associate professor
of organic chemistry, is the scientific director.

The purpose of the foundation is to eollect and dis-
cover facts about sugar—its physiological funetions,
its chemieal characterlstlcs——and to develop its many

potential uses.

The first of the grants-in-aid was made to the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where, in De-
cember, 1943, the Sugar Research Foundation Labora-
tories, a training center for carbohydrate chemists,
were established: Here pure and applied organie
chemical research on sugars is in progress. This is
a five-year project for which the amount appropriated
was $125,000. '

In addition to the individual grants listed in Sci-
ENCE for January 12 the following grants are re-
ported :

Professor Ancel Keys, laboratory of physiological hy-
giene, University of Minnesota, for studies of the human
requirement for B vitamins.
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Professor Julian D. Boyd, department of pediatries,
University Hospital, State University of Iowa, for studies
on the arrest by dietary control of dental caries in chil-
dren.

Professor A, Leroy Johnson and F. J, Stare, Schools of
Dental Medicine, Medicine and Public Health, Harvard
University, to aid a comprehensive investigation of the
etiology and control of dental earies.

Professor Melville L. Wolfrom, department of chem-
istry, The Ohio State University, for a study of the non-
sugar constituents of molasses.

Professor Carl Neuberg, department of chemistry,
Washington Square College, New York University, for
studies of dry invertase preparations and glyeerol pro-
duction by modified fermentations.

AWARD OF THE ROEBLING MEDAL OF THE
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

Ar a special luncheon meeting of the Mineralogical
Society of America to be held at noon at the Hotel
Penngylvania in New York City, on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 20, the Roebling Medal of the Mineralogical
Society of America will be awarded to Professor Ed-
ward H. Kraus, dean of the College of Literature,
Science and Arts at the University of Michigan. This

award is in recognition of meritorious achievements in

SCIENCE

111

the fields of crystallography and mineralogy. The:
meeting will also eommemorate the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of the founding of the society.

Dean Kraus received his B.S. degree from Syracuse
University in 1896 and his Ph.D. from the University
of Munich, Germany, in 1901. He was called to the
University of Michigan in 1904 to take charge of the
instruetion in ecrystallography and mineralogy. In
addition to his professorship he has held many im-
portant executive university positions. Since 1933 he
has served as dean of the college. He has published
more than seventy-five scientific papers and is sole
author of two and co-author of three texts on erystal-
lography, general mineralogy, gems and gem materials
and tables for the determination of minerals.

In November, 1944, he was appointed by the Re-
search Club of the University of Michigan to the
Henry Russel Lectureship for 1945 for his outstand-
ing work in his special fields of interest.

This will be the fifth award of the Roebling Medal.
The four previous recipients were Professor Charles
Palache, of Harvard University; Dr. Waldemar T.
Schaller, of the U. S. Geological Survey; Dr. Leonard
J. Spencer, of the British Museum, and Professor
Esper S. Larsen, of Harvard University.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

THE American Institute of Electrical Engineers
gave on January 23 a dinner in honor of Dr. Ernst
F. W. Alexanderson, of the General Electric Com-
pany, at which he was presented with the Edison
Medal, awarded annually by the institute for achieve-

ments in the field of electricity, in recognition of his .

“outstanding inventions and developments in the
radio, transportation, marine and power fields.”

THE newly established Proctor Gold Medal Award
of the Philadelphia Drug Exchange was presented
at its eighty-fourth anniversary dinner in Philadel-
phia on January 23 to Dr. Ivor Griffith, president of
the "Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science,
for his “distinguished service in.the pharmaceutical
field.”

Dr. E. O. Essig, professor of entomology at the
University of California at Berkeley, has been
awarded a bronze medal by the American Iris Society
in reecognition of his work in iris hybridization.

THOSE receiving Awards of Merit of the Alumni
Society of the University of Pennsylvania include
Colonel I. S. Ravdin, Harrison professor of surgery,
who holds the Legion of Merit for outstanding ser-
vices as commander of an Army hospital in India
which was organized by the university, and Colonel
William S. Middleton, professor of -medicine and

dean ofvthe Medical School of the University of Wis-
consin, who supervises all activities in internal medi-’
cine for the American forces in Europe.

Dr. R. C. GisBs, professor of physies at Cornell
University, was elected president of the American
Association of Physies Teachers at the recent New
York meeting held in conjunction with the American
Physical Society. The Oersted Medal, awarded an-
nually “for notable -contributions to the teaching of
physies,” was presented to Dr. Homer L. Dodge, presi-
dent of Norwich University, Vermont. At this meet-
ing Professor I. I. Rabi, of Columbia University,
delivered the Richtmyer Memorial Lecture. '

CaarLES H. CoLvIN, engineering and management
consultant of New York City, has been elected presi-
dent of the Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences. He
suceeeds Major R. H. Fleet, of San Diego, Calif.

Dr. JeaN BROADHURST, professor emeritus of bae-
teriology of Teachers College, Columbia University,
has been elected an honorary member of the New York
City Branch of the Society of American Bacteriolo-
gists.

Ar the School of Medicine of the University of
Minnesota, Dr. Gaylord W. Anderson, professor and
head of the department of preventive medicine and



