
of Glasgow since 1936, in succession to Sir  Robert Lutley Sclater, zoologist and ornithologist, formerly 
Muir. director of the South African Museum a t  Cape Town, 

has been killed by a German flying bomb. I-Ie was 
AN Associated Press dispatch reports that William eighty-one years old. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS O F  T H E  PRE-


VENTIVE MEDICINE SERVICE O F  

T H E  U. S. ARMY 


THE objectives of the Preventive Medicine Service of 
the Office of the Surgeon General are  the maintenance 
and conservation of the health of the Army through 
the prevention and control of infectious diseases and 
the elimination of sanitary, occupational and other 
health hazards. I t s  recent accomplishments as  out-
lined in a statement from the Office of the Surgeon 
General are reflected in the current health picture of 
the Army. The total disease admissions and death 
rates from troops have been extremely low; in fact, 
the current death rate from disease of only 0.6 per 
one thousand per annum is the lowest ever recorded in 
the history of the Army. Seasonal waves of mild in- 
fluenza have occurred, but the death rate from this dis- 
ease has been insignificant. Meningitis occurred almost 
in epidemic proportions during the past year, but 
due to early recognition of the disease and adequate 
treatment with sulfonamides the mortality was less 
than 5 per cent. as  compared with a death rate of 38 
per cent, in World W a r  I. Venereal disease rates have 
been significantly lower than during the last war and 
are  continuing to decline. The mtes of certain insect- 
borne diseases and bacillary dysentery in some sec- 
tions of the-overseas theaters have been undesirably 
high where adequate control measures have been diffi- 
cult to carry out under combat conditions, but the 
incidence from these diseases is steadily declining. 
There have been no reported cases of plague, cholera 
or yellow fever, and fewer than fifty cases of epidemic 
typhus have occurred with no deaths. 

Specifically, among the accomplishments of the 
service during the past year were the following: 

1. The Army Epidemiological Board and the ten com- 
missions operating under the board increased the scope of 
their activities, particularly in overseas theaters, and 
made important contributions in the control of scrub 
typhus, meningococcal meningitis, measles, sandfly fever 
and respiratory diseases. I t s  Commission on Influenza 
has succeeded in developing a promising vaccine against 
influenza. Other commissions are making critical studies 
of infectious hepatitis, rheumatic fever, dengue fever and 
certain neurotropic virus diseases. 

2. The prevention of insect-borne diseases among 
troops, particularly in combat areas, has been extensively 
skudied and effective methods of control have been pro- 
mulgated. The development and estaljlishment of stand- 

ard practices of application of DDT powder, aerosol 
insecticides and certain @sect repellants have been ef- 
fective in reducing the incidence of insect-borne diseases. 

3. Days lost from duty because of venereal diseases have 
dropped from 1,278 per one thousand in  1940 to 400 
per one thousand per annum and even lower non-effective 
rates are to be expected with the newer treatment methods 
utilizing sulf onamides and penicillin. I n  addition, during 
the past year over 100,000 civilians with venereal diseases 
have 'been inducted into the Army and successfully 
treated. 

4. Sanitary engineering activities have ensured pure 
drinking water, adequate swimming and bathing facili-
ties, waste and sewage disposal for troops; laboratories 
have been created and staffed with trained personnel; 
the Army industrial program has been expanded to en-
sure healthful working conditions and adequate treatment 
facilities for over 850,000 civilians employed in  Army 
owned and operated arsenals, depots and plants; and 
training and assignment of nutrition officers has con-
tinued and studies are. continually being made in coopera- 
tion with the Office of the Quartermaster General to im- 
prove existing rations. 

T H E  BUDGET O F  T H E  UNIVERSITY O F  
WISCONSIN 

IT is announced that the budget of the University of 
Wisconsin fo r  1944-45 has been approved by the 
Board of Regents. I t  amounts to $7,105,288 for  edu- 
cational, science research and public service work 
during the fiscal year beginning on July 1. 

Of this amount $4,277,144 is appropriated by the 
state. The university earns the remaining 40 per 
cent. of its budget f rom direct receipts, from federal 
grants or from gifts from business, industry, founda- 
tions and individuals. 

The budget makes provision for  the return of salary 
waivers, left over from depression days, to about a 
hundred faculty members in  the higher salary ranks, 
whose salary waivers, first imposed in 1932, have never 
been restored. The waivers in  the lower salary ranks 
were restored in 1937. 

I n  addition, in  order to comply with the require- 
ment that civil service employees receive systematic 
increases on Ju ly  1of each year, i t  will be necessary 
to request an appropriation of $60,344 from the State 
Emergency Board. This includes the appropriation 
for  general operation, books and equipment; mainte- 
nance and operation of the physical plant ;  agricul- 
tural extension service; the agricultural experiment 
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station; the Psychiatric Institute; the State Labora- 
tory of Hygiene; the State geologist; and the class 
instruction, correspondence study and general pro-
gram of the University Extension Division. 

Under the heading of research the budget provides 
fo r  the study and investigation of special problems 
affecting the welfare of the people of Wisconsin, in- 
cluding studies in  the prevention and cure of cancer, 
improvements in agricultural production and market- 
ing, industrial research and the prevention and cure 
of diseases of animals and plants. 

REPORT O F  T H E  DIRECTOR O F  T H E  

CHICAGO NATURAL HIST-ORY 


MUSEUM 


THE acting director of the Chicago Natural History 
Museum, Orr Goodson, gives in  his annual report the 
following summary of the work of the museum : 

The conditions existing in a nation whose efforts were 
almost totally directed to the demands of war naturally 
affected adversely the progress of the museum. 

The inroads on the personnel continued at  a steady 
pace, with a resulting decrease in the scope of museum 
activities, although every effort was made to operate all 
departments on a normal basis. 

Under the policy adopted in 1942, to be continued for 
the duration of the war, there were. no expeditions during 
1943, and even local field work was held to a minimum. 

Some new exhibits were prepared and installed, al-
though not as many as would have been the case had the 
full staff been present. 

Research slowed up in ratio to the shrinkage of the 
staff, and many projects that were in progress have been 
halted. 

Seven men and two women were granted leave of ab- 
sence in 1943 for service with the armed forces or other 
governmental agencies, bringing the total number of trus- 
tees, staff members and volunteer associates in service 
to 38. 

The outstanding event of the year was the program 
on. September 15 commemorating the fiftieth anniversary 
of the founding of the museum. 

In  conformity with the suggestion of Trustee Mar-
shall Field and President Stanley Field, duly approved 
by the board of trustees, the name of the museum was 
officially changed on December 6, 1943, from Field Mu- 
seum of Natural History to Chicago Natural History 
Museum. 

Among contributions during the year toward the 
work of the museum $100,916 was received from Mar- 
shall Field, and from Stanley Field, president of the 
museum, $20,075. 

The number of visitors to the museum during 1943 
declined to 1,021,289 from 1,025,002 in 1942. Of this 
number all but 77,980 were admitted free. 

Included in the report a re  r4sum4s of the year's 
activities of the four  scientific departments, anthro- 

pology, botany, geology and zoology; and of all the 
administrative and other divisions of the museum. 

T H E  PACIFIC DIVISION O F  T H E  AMERICAN 
PHYTOPATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

THE twenty-seventh annual meeting of the Pacific 
Division of the American Phytopathological Society 
mas held from June  26 to 28 a t  Oregon State College 
a t  Corvallis. Thirty-two members and twelve non-
members from Oregon, Washington, California, 
Idaho, Nevada and Washington, D. C., were present, 
and twenty-two scientific papers were presented. 

New diseases reported included the destructive 
blind-seed disease on rye grass caused by Phialea 
temulenta and described by Geo. W. Fischer. New 
methods for  the control of plant disease included the 
disinfestation of old stakes fo r  the control of bean 
rust on pole beans, as reported by J. A. Milbrath. 
Officers elected for  1945 a re :  President, B. L. Rich- 
ards; Vice-president, H .  R. McLarty; Secretary-
Treasurer, Geo. W .  Fischer; Councilor, L. D. Leach; 
and Representat i~e on the Council of the Pacific Divi- 
sion of the American Association f o r  the Advance- 
ment of Science, L. D. Leach. 

C. E. YARWOOD, 
Secretary-Treasurer 

T H E  CHARLES MAYER FELLOWSHIPS 

THE Journal of the American Medical Association 
reports that three of four fellowships entrusted to the 
committee on medical education of the p e w  York 
Academy of Medicine have been awarded. The fel- 
lowships mere provided by Charles Mayer of New 
York and consist of $2,000 each. 

The recipients were Dr. Har ry  ~ o l d b i a t t ,  associate 
director of the Institute of Pathology of the School 
of Medicine of Western Reserve University, and Dr. 
Philip Handler, associate in  physiology and nutri-
tion at  the School of Medicine of Duke University, 
fo r  work on "use of choline and other lipotropic fac- 
tors in  the prevention and treatment of fat ty  infiltra- 
ticn of the liver and hepatic insufficiency"; Dr. Rich- 
ard Lewisohn, of the cancer research laboratory of the 
Mount Sinai Hospital, New York, fo r  work on "the 
action of ingested choline, lecithin, methionine and 
inositol on precancerous lesions and disorders asso-
ciated with neoplastic diseases"; and Dr. John R. 
Murlin, professor of physiology a t  the University of 
Rochester, fo,r research on "the effects of riboflavin, 
certain amino acids and casein on the development 
and growth of cancer." 

I N  HONOR O F  RALPH E. SMITH 

A DINNER in. honor of Professor Ralph E. Smith, 
who retired on June 30 as the oldest staff member i n  


