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fessor of pharmacology a t  the Cornell University Med- 
ical School, New York, died on April 1. He was sev- 
enty-six years old. 

DR. joIJN for thil.ty-one years headRIcrImn F ~ ~ ~ ,  
of the department of agronomy of the University of 
Georgia, died on March 26 a t  the age of seventy years. 

A PORTRAIT plaque of the late Dr. Jabez H. Elliott, 
professor of the history of medicine of the faculty of 

medicine of the University of Toronto, has been' un- 
veiled in the building of the Toronto Academy of 
Medicine. 

THE American Section of the Society of Chemical 
Industry and the New York Section of the ~ m e r i c a n  
CheUlical Society held a joint meeting on March 31 
in commemoration of "Lavoisier, the Father of Modern 
Chemistry.'' Dr. Foster Dee Snell, chairman of the 
American Section, presided. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

NEW FELLOWS OF T H E  ROYAL SOCIETY 

OF EDINBURGH 
ITis reported in Nature that the following have 

been elected ordinary fellows of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh: John Anthony, lecturer in botany, Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh; Dr. Daulatrai Bhatia, senior 
lecturer in zoology, Government College, Ludhiana, 
India; Professor David Burns, department of physi- 
ology, University of Durham; John G. Carr, cancer 
research worker, Institute of Animal Genetics, Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh; Dr. R. W. Craig, Scottish.secre- 
tary, British Medical Association; Dr. L. J. Davies, 
lecturer, department of medicine, University of Edin- 
burgh; Professor E. M. Dunlop, department of bac- 
teriology, University of Durham; J. M. Geoghegan, 
president of the Society of Accountants of Edinburgh; 
Tho Honorable Lord Gibson, chairman of the Scottish 
Land Court; J. Methuen Graham, surgeon, Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary; Professor Arthur Holmes, depart- 
ment of geology and mineralogy, University of Edin- 
burgh ;Dr. D. J. A. Kerr, lecturer on forensic medicine, 
School of Medicine of the Royal Colleges, Edinburgh; 
Professor J. R. Learmonth, department of surgery, 
University of Edinburgh; Dr. W. Ledermann, assistant 
lecturer and Carnegie fellow, University of St. An- 
d r e w ~ ;  Dr. A. D. McEwen, chief bacteriologist, More- 
dun Institute Animal Diseases Research Association, 
Midlothian; Dr. Robert McWhirter, lecturer in radi- 
ology, University of Edinburgh; Major Noel Ewart 
Odell, Clare College, Cambridge; Dr. R. F. Ogilvie, lec- 
turer in pathology, University of Edinburgh; Professor 
G. D. Preston, department of physics, University Col- 
lege, Dundee; W. S. Procter, regional engineer, Post 
Office Engineering Branch, Scottish Region; Dr. T. 
Robertson, district geologist, H. M. Geological Sur- 
vey, Edinburgh; Dr. R. W. Scarlf, reader in morbid 
anatomy, University of London; E. Openshaw Taylor, 
lecturer in electrical power and machinery, Heriot-
Watt College, Edinburgh; Dr. 0.A. Trowell, lecturer 
in human physiology, University of Edinburgh; Pro- 
fessor J. Stirling Young, department of pathology, 
University of Aberdeen. 

T H E  INTER-AMERICAN WORK OF T H E  

AMERICAN STANDARDS 


ASSOCIATION 

ITis reported in Industrial Standarclization that 

Cyrus T. Brady, Jr., and Alberto Magno-Rodrigues, 
of the American Standards Association, are now 
traveling through Latin America. Mr. B ~ a d y  is gen- 
eral field representative and Mr. Magno-Rodrigues is 
in charge of the inter-American work of the associa- 
tion in the New York office. They are making a sur- 
vey of the field as a basis for the coming year's work 
in inter-American standardization. Through such con- 
tact it will be possible to determine what direction our 
efforts must take in the light of current conditions, to 
improve, develop and extend the work of the depart- 
ment. 

I n  each country they will interview those most inter- 
ested in standardization. They will consult with the 
directors of existing standards organizations, govern- 
ment executives, the heads of technical and scientific 
colleges and associations, industrialists and represen- 
tatives of United States firms in Latin-America. 

On his way to Brazil, Mr. Magno-Rodrigues spent 
several days in Venezuela. He received a very cordial 
wclcome from executives of the Venezuelan govern- 
ment, the Commercial and Industrial Association of 
Venezuela and members of United States concerns. 
A Pull description of his visit appeared in the news- 
papers of Caracas. 

Mr. Magno-Rodrigues met with Mr. Brady and with 
Mr. M. E. Souza, field representative for Brazil, in 
Rio de Janeiro. Following this meeting Mr. Brady 
visited Colombia, Venezuela and Chile on his way back 
to New York, where he conferred with the American 
Standards Association regarding further coordination 
of the work of home and field offices on the basis of 
the first year's experience. He planned to visit sev- 
eral countries on his way back to Argentina. 

I t  is hoped that, as a result of these journeys, a 
thorough picture will be gained of the present status 
of standardization in the various countries, so that the 
Inter-American Department of the American Stand- 
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ards Association can extend its exchange of informa- 
tion, and material regarding proposed and existing 
standards with the Latin-American standardizing or- 
ganization and provide an increasingly thorough chan- 
nel through which inter-American standardization can 
be developed. I 

THE PUBLIC SCIENCE CENTER AT 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 


THE I-Iouston, Texas, Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment has announced the establishment of a post-war 
Public Science Center, in Hermann Park, with pre- 
serves in Memorial Park. Plans include, according to 
Museum News, the erection of a museum of science 
a t  a cost of $4,000,000, an aquarium and a plane-
tarium each to cost $600,000, the complete replanning 
of the Zoological Park a t  a cost of $500,000, and a 
botanical garden, arboretum and wild-life sanctuary, 
for which the sum of $300,000 will be expended. 

It is expected that funds for the project will be 
raised largely by public subscription. A finance com- 
mittee of civic leaders has been set up. According to 
the statement : 

Steps toward the establishment of the science center 
were taken in the summer of 1943 by the new director of 
the Parks and Recreation Department, (J. C. Fleming. 
Mr. Fleming appointed Victor A. Greulach, associate pro- 
fessor of biology at the University of Houston, who is 
also acting director of the Museum of Natural History, to 
develop a natural history program for the department. A 
Nature Committee was formed as an advisory planning 
group. Its eleven members are representatives of the 
Outdoor Nature Club, Boys and Girls Scouts, public and 
private schools, the university, and other organizations. 
The committee put into immediate effect a natural history 
program for 1943, began to lay plans for a larger pro- 
gram in 1944, and took the first steps toward the establish- 
ment of the center. 

Leadership and instruction were provided in Houston 
playgrounds. A Nature Guide School was conducted dur- 
ing July and August for playground directors and others 
interested. A nature trail was prepared in Hermann 
Park, and several playgrounds made their own nature 
trails. Steps were taken toward the establishment of a 
community forest. Ten volunteer experienced curators, 
under the direction of Valentine Gesner, curator of the 
Museum of Natural History, redecorated the museum and 
rearranged its collections and exhibits. 

On November 19, 20 and 21 the first annual nature fair 
was held to call attention to the work of the department. 
Exhibits were nature collections and craft work by play- 
ground and school children, together with material from 
city and state organizations interested in conservation 
and natural history. There were motion pictures, wood- 
craft demonstrations and campfire singing. I t  is esti- 
mated that twenty to thirty thousand visitors were in 
attendance. 

The program will be much enlarged in 1944. Nature 

trails and trailside museums are to be constructed in 
all the principal parks. The nature-guide school will 
become a year-round School of Natural History, affili- 
ated with the university for college credit. The natu- 
ral history book collection of the public library will 
be expanded. 

THE BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN 
THE thirty-third annual report of the Brooklyn 

Botanic Garden calls attention to the various ways in 
which the garden has assisted in the war program 
during the past year. As part of this service are 
mentioned the courses in victory gardening and public 
lectures on textiles and on canning and preserving; 
conservatory exhibits of zubber-yielding, fiber and 
beverage plants; cooperation with the New York Vic- 
tory Garden Council and the Civilian Defense Victory 
Organization by consultation and lectures; demonstra- 
tion victory gardens planted in a conspicuous place 
in the garden and viewed by thousands of visitors each 
week; the showing of sound films on victory garden- 
ing; a war-bond rally; the sale of defense stamps and 
bonds in the garden on Sundays throughout the sum- 
mer; the gift of a hundred conservatory plants to the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard; eighty-two trees and shrubs for 
beautifying the grounds of the Halloran General I-Ios- 
pital, Staten Island; and flowers and plants for other 
metropolitan hospitals. More than 1,300,000 packets 
of seed were distributed to school children. 

Attendance on the grounds was 1,465,790-slightly 
less than that of last year, but the attendance a t  the 
conservatories-152,578-was much greater than for 
many years. The combined attendance a t  classes and 
lectures for children and adults was 96,672, a consider-
able increase over that of last year. 

Reports on research in disease resistance in the 
cereal grains and in the chestnut tree, on flower struc- 
ture in the dicotyledons, on the flora of Western 
Ecuador and Peru, on North American and South 
American Cyperaceae and on the physiological effect 
of various substitute teas are included. 

THE AMERICAN PHYTOPATHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY 

THE thirty-fifth annual meeting and war conference 
of the American Phytopathological Society was held 
at the Neil House, Columbus, Ohio, from December 4 
to 6, 1943. This annual meeting and war conference 
facilitated an exchange of ideas, facts and methods by 
members from various laboratories, universities, ex-
periment stations and commercial concerns in North 
America. Comments indicate that this was one of the 
better meetings, as measured by the interest in the 
papers presented and discussions during the entire 
three-day meeting. The attendance was approximately 
200. Fifty-eight papers reporting the results of orig- 


