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the means of unlimited disaster or of unlimited progress. 
There will remain the greater task of directing knowledge 
lastingly towards the purposes of peace and human good. 
In this task the scientists of the world, united by the bond 
of a single purpose, which overrides all bounds of race 
and language, can play a leading and inspiring part." 

THE NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

OF CANADA 


ACCORDIXG an the Canadian to official release of 
National Research Council, scientific research in 
Canada probably reached the peak of its contributions 
to the Arrned Services in 1943. Based on the solid 
foundations built up with care in the two decades 
between 1918 and 1939, research activities in the 
Dominion were directed a t  once on the outbreak of 
the present war to the solution of many novel scien- 
tific problems arising from the new methods of war-
fare-mechanization on the ground, new types and 
tactics in aviation, advances in antisubmarine devices 
and operation. Now, in the fifth year of the war, 
Canada has an enviable record of accomplishment in 
the application of science to mar needs. 

The National Research Council is serving as the 
central coordinating body directing scientific research 
in Canada. Research in its own laboratories and in 
the universities and industry is a combined effort a t  
present being directed to the solution of new and 
urgent problems arising out of the war. The council 
has been appointed the official research station of the 
Navy, Army and Air Force in Canada. Close co-
operation between service personnel and research staff 
has been a large factor in the successful application 
of science to the solution of military problems. 

Work is planned along two main lines; the conduct 
of fundanlental and applied research, including essen- 
tial test work in the National Research Laboratories in 
Ottawa, and the promotion, coordination and support 
of research in other centers throughout the Dominion 
by grants-in-aid, award of scholarships and the direc- 
tion of research investigations under the guidance of 
committees of specialists appointed by the council. 
Effective liaison is maintained with scientific work go- 
ing on in Great Britain, Canada, the other Dominions 
and the United States through the exchange of publi- 
cations and the interchange of research workers. 

Scientific problems referred to the council in con- 
nection with the activities of the Armed Forces are 
studied jointly by officers from Defence Headquarters 
and civilian personnel on the council staff. Decisions 
can thus be taken proinptly and work started without 
delay. Many of the problems relate to the supply of 
materials and the preparation of specifications. 

Much of the work of the council is carried on 
through committees. There are now some forty active 
coinmittees working under its auspices. Important 
developments of special interest, because of their con- 

tributions to the health and well-being of both civilians 
and members of the fighting forces, are the committees 
on medical research. The original purpose of the 
Associate Conirnittee on Medical Research is to co-
ordinate medical research in Canadian institutions 
and to assist in its development. The work of this 
committee is now wholly directed to war problems. 
Three Service Conimittees have been established : 
First, Aviation Medical Research; then Naval Medical 
Research, and last year, Arrny Medical Research. The 
closest cooperation is maintained in all fields. An-
other important war-time comrnittee of the council 
has directed and coordinated research in Canadian 
universities on sixty projeats dealing with problems 
on the production of explosives now in use, and the 
development of new explosives. 

Continuing its established practice the council has 
provided assistance to postgraduate research students 
in science and has made grants-in-aid of research for 
special investigations in the universities. 

FUNGUS INFECTIONS 
THE following announcement has been sent to the 

heads of departments of tropical medicine in the 
medical schools of the TJnited States and Canada: 

The group of workers studying fungus infections at 
Duke University has received a grant from the American 
Foundation of Tropical Medicine for the purpose of act- 
ing as a diagnostic and registry center for the fungus 
diseases of man. 

The service may be outlined as follows: 
(1) Identification of fungi already isolated from 

patients suspected of having fungus disease. 
(2) Pathologic study and registry of biopsy and 

autopsy materials from patients suspected of haying fun- 
gus infection. (This is not to conflict with the diagnostic 
and registry services maintained by the several branches 
of the armed forces.) 

(3)  A complete set of cultures of pathogenic fungi will 
be sent on request to any medical school for use in teach- 
ing courses in tropical medicine. To guarantee arrival of 
the fungi in proper state for study, it is necessary that 
requests for this material be sent at least one month 
prior to the time that the cultures will be necessary for 
demonstration. 

By special arrangement: (a) Serologic tests will be 
made in certain of the fungus infections; (b) vaccines 
for skin testing and therapeutic use in certain of the 
fungus infections will be sent upon request. 

Specimens for pathologic study should be sent to 
Dr. Roger D. Baker, Duke EIospital, Durham, N. C. 
All other requests will be handled through the office 
of Dr. D. T. Smith at the same address. 
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