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land conditions and appraise the effects of war on the 
forests. Assurances of active cooperation have been 
given by state forestry departments and other state, 
regional and federal agencies. Lines of study to be 
followed include recapitulation of forest and farm 
woodland surveys-inventory of timber-growing stock 
and,  forest lands ; ownership and management of for- 
ests by federal, state and private classifications-land, 
timber and other forest values; extent and character 
of forest drain since 1940; utilization trends, with 
particular attention tg wartime uses and peacetime 
possibilities; marketing of forest crops; public atti- 
tudes toward forest resources and industries; permis- 
sible postwar drain-silvicultural, quality and other 
economic factors; scope and effectiveness of forest 
legislation with reference to protection, perpetuation 
and utilization of forest resources; and ownership 
problems and trends-local and federal taxes. 

THE TORREY BOTANICAL CLUB 
DR. CHARLES THOM, of the Bureau of Plant Indus- 

try, U. S. Department of Agriculture, spoke on 
December 7 before the Torrey Botanical Club. His 
subject was "A Mycologist Looks a t  Antibiotics, espe- 
cially Penicillin." A hundred and fifty members and 
guests gathered a t  Columbia University to hear his 
address. 

The annual meeting and banquet were held a t  the 
Men's Faculty Club of Columbia University on Janu- 
ary 4. Colonel Arthur F. Fischer, known for his 
flight from the Philippines with several million seeds 
of high-yielding quinine plants, gave the address. 
Colonel Fischer was introduced by the retiring presi- 
dent, Dr. William J. Robbins. The following officers 
were elected to serve in 1944: 

Pres.ident, Dr. Michael Levine, Montefiore Hospital. 
1st Vice-president, Dr. Fred J. Seaver, New York Bo- 

tanical Garden. 
2nd Vice-president, Dr. H. K. Svenson, Brooklyn Bo- 

tanic Garden. 
Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Edwin B. Matzke, Colum- 

bia University. 
Recording Secretary, Miss Honor Hollinghurst, New 

York City. 
Treasurer, Mrs. John S. Karling, New York City. 
Editor, Dr. Harold W. Rickett, New York Botanical 

Garden. 
Bibliographer, Mrs. Lazella Schwarten, New York Bo- 

tanical Garden. 
Business Manager, Dr. H. H. Glum, Hunter College. 
Members of the Council: Dr. Lela V. Barton, Boyce 

Thompson Institute; Dr. E. 11. Fulling, New York Botani- 
cal Garden; Dr. J. S. Karling, Columbia University; 
Rutherford Platt, New York City. 

Delegate to New York Academy of Sciences, Dr. B. 0. 
Dodge, New York Botanical Garden. 

Representative on Board of New York Botanical Gar- 
den, Dr. H. A. Gleason, New York Botanical Garden. 

Represemtatives on the Council of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science: Dr. J. H. Barn-
hart, New Pork Botanical Garden; Dr. A. I?. Blakeslee, 
Smith College. 

LECTURES ON MEDICAL EDUCATION 

A SERIESof six lecture discussions on "The Relation 
of Medical Education to the Practice of Medicine of 
the Future" are being held a t  the New York University 
College of Medicine on successive Monday evenings 
a t  5 P.M. The first lecture was given on January 17. 
Representatives of medical foundations, medical and 
liberal arts colleges, public health services and pro- 
fessional committees are taking part. 

Dr. Alan Gregg, medical director of the Rockefeller 
Foundation, opened the series with a paper entitled 
"Looking to the Future." Discussion was led by Dr. 
Walter B. Cannon, of IIarvard University, who was 
recently appointed visiting professor a t  the New York 
University College of Medicine, and Dean Willard C. 
Rappleye, dean of the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons of Columbia University. 

Lecturers a t  future meetings will include Dr. Leon- 
ard Carmichael, president of Tufts College; Dr. 
Joseph W. Mountain, assistant surgeon general, U. S. 
Public Health Service; Dr. Louis Hamman, associate 
professor of medicine of the School of Medicine of 
the Johns IIopkins University; Dr. Franz Goldman, 
associate clinical professor of public health of the 
School of Medicine of Yale University; and Dr. A. D. 
Macdonald, dean of the Medical School of the Univer- 
sity of Manchester, England. 

Discussion leaders will include Dr. Elmer J. Butler, 
professor of biology, Princeton University; Dr. IIarry 
S. Mustard, director, DeLamar Institute of Public 
IIealth; Dr. Michael M. Davis, chairman, Committee 
on Research in Medical Economics; Dr. Jean A. Cur- 
ran, president and dean of the Long Island College 
of Medicine, and Dr. Homer W. Smith, Dr. IIenry 
E. Meleney, Dr. William S. Tillett, Dr. S. Bernard 
Wortis, Dr. Evan W. Thomas and Dr. R. Keith Can- 
nan, all of the faculty of the New York University 
College of Medicine. 

The sessions will be presided over by Dr. Harry 
Woodburn Chase, chancellor of the university. 

GRANTS-IN-AID OF THE PERMANENT SCI- 

ENCE FUND OF THE AMERICAN ACAD- 


EMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 


INCOME the Permanent Science Fund, byfrom 
agreement and declaration of trust, is disbursed by 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in sup- 
port of "scientific research in the fields of mathe-
matics, physics, chemistry, astronomy, geology, geog- 
raphy, zoology, botany, anthropology, psychology, 
sociology and economics, history and philology, engi- 
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neering, medicine, surgery, agriculture, manufacture 
and commerce, education or any other science of any 
nature or description." 

Applications for grants-in-aid are 'eceivable on 
forms which will be supplied upon request by the 
chairman of the committee, and will be considered by 
the committee of award on March I, June I and 
October 1. 

I t  is stipulated that title to equipment purchased 
outright from a grant from the Permanent Science 
Fund resides in the fund, such purchased equipment 
being subject to reassignment by the committee upon 
termination of research in the particular field of en-
deavor in support of which a grant is made. 

It is further a condition of grants made by the 
academy from the Permanent Science Fund that they 
are not for financial support of work the results of 
which comprise partial fulfillment of requirements for 
an academic degree. 

I t  is a policy of the committee not to approve re- 
quests for general permanent equipment for institu- 
tions. 

Communications should be addressed to John W. M. 
Bunker, Chahmur, Permanent Science Fund Com-
mittee, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cam- 
bridge 39, Massachusetts. 

THE COMMONWEALTH FUND AND 

MEDICAL RESEARCH 


ACCORDINGto the official summary of the twenty- 
fifth annual report of the Commonwealth Fund for 
the year ending September 30,1943, the fund has con- 
tributed directly to undergraduate and graduate teach- 
ing in medicine by subsidizing departments of pre- 
ventive medicine and psychiatry a t  medical schools, 
by offering advanced fellowships to instructors chosen 
by their department heads as potential leaders in 
medical education and by financing interschool visits 
by outstanding medical teachers. It has just begun a 
six-year schedule of grants to the Long Island College 

of Medicine for the development of its department 
of psychiatry. 

Medical research has taken more and more of the 
fund's income. Of the $4,000,000 appropriated for 
this purpose in 25 years, ngarly a tenth was distrib- 
uted in the fiscal year ended October 30, 1943, when 
aid was given to 41 investigations a t  I1 university 
schools of medicine and 8 other institutions of similar 
scientific standing. War  medicine plays a large part 
in current research. Studies of kidney and respira- 
tory function, long aided by the fund because of their 
physiological importance, have made important contri- 
butions to the understanding of shock, now a crucial 
military problem, and grants have been made specifi- 
cally for work of military significance in aviation 
medicine and the control of infectious disease. The 
three grants made this year for work not previously 
supported included one to the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, for a study by Dr. Max B. Lurie of physiologi- 
cal factors responsible for differences in susceptibility 
to tuberculosis; one to Washington University, for  a 
study by Dr. W. Barry Wood, Jr., of recovery factors 
in certain types of pneumonia; and one to the New 
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station for Dr. Sel- 
man A. Waksman's investigation of new substances 
derived from molds or fungi which, like penicillin, 
might be useful in the control of disease agents. 

For the past two years fellowships have been offered 
to Latin-American physicians and public health work- 
ers for postgraduate study in the United States. 
Under this plan three men from the Argentine Repub- 
lic, two each from Brazil, Uruguay and Venezuela, 
and one each from Chile, Colombia, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, IIaiti and Honduras hold appoint- 
ments for the eurrcnt academic year. Awards are 
made with the cooperation of the Pan American Sani- 
tary Bureau. According to the report, these Latin- 
American fellows ('are well-trained, energetic, eager 
to improve themselves, and allnost without exccption 
are either holding or preparing to hold positions of 
responsibility in public health and clinical medicine." 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

THE Charles P. Daly Medal of the American Geo- 

graphical Society of New York has been awarded to 
Sir Halford John Mackinder, the English geographer 
and statesman, and the Cullum Geographical Medal 
to Arthur Robert Hinks, secretary of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, London. Presentation of the 
medals will be made in London later in the winter. 
Sir Halford served as reader in and professor of 
geography a t  the University of London from 1900 
to 1925 and as member of Parliament and chairman 
of the Imperial Economic Committee from 1926 to 

1931. Mr. IIinks has been secretary of the Royal 
Geographical Society since 1915. Honorary corre-
sponding memberships in the society have been 
awarded to Dr. Christovam Leite de Castro, secretary- 
general of the National Council of Geography of the 
Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics, and 
to Sefior Manuel Medina, chief of the Geographical 
Office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Development 
of Mexico. 

WILLIAN11. McAvou, chief test pilot of the Na- 
tional Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, has been 


