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in 1933 Hope professor of zoology at the University
of Oxford, died on November 21 at the age of eighty-
seven years.
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AcoorDING to a Reuter message from New Delhi,
Sir Aurel Stein, the Asiatic explorer, died on October
26 at the age of eighty-one years.

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

BRITISH VITAL STATISTICS

IN the foreword to the Summary Report of his de-
partment for the year ended March 31, Ernest Brown,
British Minister of Health, states that in many ways
the year was a notable one, remarkable, among other
things, for a series of favorable records in vital statis-
ties, and for an increase at the same time in short-term
sickness. He writes:

There can be no doubt that the nation’s prodigious war
effort has imposed a severe strain upon the health of the
people—a strain which they have in general withstood
with dogged determination and astonishing success. So
far as we can, we have made ready to meet any attack
that disease may make. . . . But, as has often been em-
phasized, the strains of war are progressive, and their
effects on health may be long-term. Certainly in the fifth
winter of war, we must not relax our watchfulness or
reduce our activity.

The report, according to The Times, London, states
that the year was a record-breaking one in vital statis-
ties, apart from the black spots in venereal disease and
tuberculosis. Maternal and infant mortality rates and

“the standardized death rates among ecivilians, male
and female, were the lowest ever recorded in England
and Wales, and the incidence of infectious diseases
was remarkably low, probably the best on record. In-
quiries among doctors and rising claims to sickness
benefit under the national health insurance scheme
suggested a considerable increase in short-term sick-
ness, but an increase in minor ailments might well be
expected after more than three years of war.

Deaths in England and Wales in 1942, including
registered non-civilian deaths and those due to enemy
action, numbered 480,137, or 55,043 less than in 1941,
the general death-rate among civilians being remark-
ably low. Among females the standardized rate was
6.84 per 1,000 living, or 8 per cent. better than in any
previous year, notwithstanding the inclusion of deaths
in this country from enemy action and the withdrawal
of large numbers of healthy young women from the
civilian population. Among civilian males the stand-
ardized rate of 9.52 was also the lowest recorded, in
spite of the considerable effect of selective recruitment.
Mortality of children at the pre-school ages of one to
five, which had declined by no less than 47 per cent.
between 1931-35 and 1939, showed a further improve-
ment of two per cent. in 1942; and at the school ages
of five to 15 the low level reached in 1939 was regained.

Live births, 654,039, increased by 66,811, and, after

allowing for deaths, theré was a natural increase of
173,902, the rate of 15.8 per 1,000 being the highest
since 1931.

The report points out that the number of houses
repaired up to March 31 was 2,500,000, and well over
1,000,000 had received more extensive repairs. The
housing position, however, is serious, and “a vast
amount of work is required to bring housing condi-
tions up even to the standard of 1939, a standard by
no means as high as that aimed at before the war
broke out.”

THE HOOKER SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY

A BraNcH of the Hooker Scientific Library was
opened on November 1, 1942, at Wayne University,
Detroit, by Dr. Neil E. Gordon, chairman of the
department of chemistry. The object of this branch
is to help the library to continue the service which
was started at Central College in October, 1939.
The demand for translations, searches, abstracting
and photocopying became so large that a plan was
formulated to develop in Detroit a complete modern
chemical library. The sum of $200,000 has been
raised by subscription from foundations, chemical
industries and individuals, $100,000 to be used for the
purchase of the library and $100,000 for modernizing
and adding to it.

Contributions are conditional upon the acceptance
of the following responsibilities by Wayne Univer-
sity—maintenance and development of the collection;
a staff sufficient to make the library useful to chem-
ists; space for housing and service; and maintenance
of a chemical technology service covering translations
in fifteen languages, searches, consultation and photo-
reproduction.

Dr. Gordon announces that the aequisition of the
library for Wayne University has been assured by a
grant of $100,000 toward its purchase by the Kresge
Foundation. The other $100,000 is being contributed
by the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, the local section of the American Chemieal
Society, the Barnes, Gibson and Raymond, Burroughs
Adding Machine Company, the Chrysler Corporation,
Carboloy Company, Ine., Difco Laboratories, Ine.,
the Detroit Edison Company, the Ethyl Corporation,
Eberbach and Company, the Federal Mogul Corpora-
tion, the Gelatin Products Company, the General
Motors Corporation, the Hercules Powder Company,
Mrs. Icie Macy Hoobler, Dr. and Mrs. Sibley Hoobler,
the MecLouth Steel Corporation, the Miner Estate,




466

R. E. Marce, the Murray Corporation of Amerieca,
the Neilson Chemical Company, Parke, Davis and
Company, Wyandotte Chemical Company, the W. R.
Warner Company, the White Star Gasoline, the U. S.
Rubber Company and the Udylite Corporation.
There will be connected with the library courses for
the training of specialists in chemical literature.
Candidates for this training will be encouraged to
enter the graduate school for advanced degrees. The

library will be known as the Kresge-Hooker Scien- -

tifie Library.

THE AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION

THE sixty-first annual meeting of the American
Ornithologists’ Union was held at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, New York City, on Oecto-
ber 20.

Due to travel restrictions, the usual five-day meeting
with program sessions was dispensed with, all activi-
ties being condensed into a streamlined one-day busi-
ness session to meet requirements of the by-laws and
ineorporation rules. Fifteen members of the couneil,
19 fellows and 11 members were present. On Wednes-
day evening the group was entertained at the Univer-
sity Club by Dr. Leonard O. Sanford, of New Haven,
Conn.

Officers elected for the new year were as follows:
President, James L. Peters, New York City; Vice-
presidents, George Willett, Los Angeles, and Hoyes
Lloyd, Ottawa; Secretary, Lawrence E. Hicks, Colum-
bus; Treasurer, J. Fletcher Street, Philadelphia;
Editor, John T. Zimmer, New York City; New Mem-
bers of the Council, Dr. Harry C. Oberholser, Cleve-
land; Ludlow Griscom, Boston, and Dr. Alden H.
Miller, Berkeley.

The Brewster Medal Award was made to Dr. Alden
H. Miller, of Berkeley, Calif., for his publication on
“Speciation in the Avian Genus Junco.” Two fel-
lows were elected: Dr. S. Charles Kendeigh, Cham-
paign, Ill., and Austin L. Rand, Ottawa.

In addition to 155 new associate members, five new
members were named : Dean Amadon, New York City;
Robert J. Niedrach, Denver; Frank A. Pitelka, Berke-

ley; Julian K. Potter, Collingswood, N. J., and Ter-,

ence M. Shortt, Winnipeg.
The meeting in 1944, if conditions permit, will prob-
ably be held in New York City, in October.
LawreNce E. Hicks, Secretary
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY
A JOINT session of the History of Science Society
with the American Historical Association will be held
at Barnard College, Columbia University, on Decem-
ber 29 and 30. The program follows:
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FIRST SESSION
Dr. L. C. Karpinski, presiding
Conference on Latin American History

Mathematies in Latin America, a brief survey of their
publications, Dr. L. C. Karpinski, president, History of
Science Society, University of Michigan.

The History of Medical and Bacteriological Sciences
in South America, Dr. Aristides A. Moll, secretary of the
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, Washington, D. C. ’

Learned Societies in Latin America, Dr. Arthur P.
Whitaker, University of Pennsylvania and State Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C.

SECOND SESSION
Dr. Arthur P. Whitaker, presiding

Alexander von Humboldt as Historian of Science in
Latin America, Dr, C. A. Browne, Bureau of Chemistry
and Soils, U. S. Department of Agriculture.

The Contribution of the Jesuits to the Exploration and
Anthropology of South America, Dr. Alfred Metraux,
anthropologist, Bureau of American Ethnology, Smith-
sonian Institution. ’

The Impact of the Fauna and Flora of the New World
upon the Old World during the Sixteenth Century, Dr.
Arthur 8. Aiton, professor of Hispanic-American History,
University of Michigan.

ALEXANDER Pogo, Secretary

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL
ENGINEERS

THE sixty-fourth annual meeting of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, under the presi-
dency of Harold V. Coes, will be held at the Hotel
Pennsylvania, New York, beginning on Monday, No-
vember 29, and concluding on December 4.

The program includes about a hundred and fifty
papers, addresses, panel discussions and symposia.
It is built around the eighteen professional divisions
of the society—applied mechanics, aviation, fuels,
graphiec arts, heat transfer, hydraulic management,
materials handling, metals engineering, oil and gas
power, petroleum, power, process industries, produec-
tion engineering, railroad, textile, wood industries,
rubber and plastics.

On the opening day, speakers at a luncheon on
“ingenuity” will be Dr. Charles F. Kettering, director
of research of the Gteneral Motors Corporation, and
Dr. Vannevar Bush, director of the Office of Scientific
Research and Development and president of the Car-
negie Institution of Washington. An evening session
on ingenuity will include papers on “The Psycholog-
ical Setting for Inventiveness,” by Elliott Dunlap
Smith, professor of economics at Yale University;
“What Our Educational Institutions Can Do for the
Genius,” by Dr. Henry T. Heald, president of the Illi-
nois Institute of Technology, and “Yankee Ingenuity
in Engineering,” by W. L. Merrill, head of the Works



