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leaf-curl group described by 1Tolrrres1 as  the family 
Rugaceue with the one genus, Ruga .  Holines has 
placed thc curly-top virus in  the yellows group, the 
family Chlorogenaceae, and in the single genus, 
Chlorogenus, but the symptoins induced by the curly- 
top virus have little in  corrrmon witlr tlrose used to 
drscribr the farriily Chlorogeaaceae. 

The specific epithet, eutetticola, is i n  error from a n  
orthographic viewpoint because the proper root f o r  
the first ~llenlber should have been eutettig-. The spc- 
cific epithet should, therefore, bc changed. Changing 
the specific epithet affords the opportunity to choose 
a lerrlr that characterizes the curly-top virus and is 
not out of accord with present knowledge. The spe- 
cific epithet, eutetticola, was assigned by Holmcs to 
the curly-top virus when no other vector was known 
except the beet leafhopper, Eute t t i x  tenellus (Baker).  
Tt is now known that this leafhopper failed to trans- 
mit thc variety of thc curly-top virus that occurs in 
Argentina. Another vector, Agalliana ensigera Oman, 
serves as  vector there. 

Becausc the curly-top virus causes in  sugar beet and 
otlrcr host plants arrested development' of invaded 
tissues, leaf curl, enations and other deformities rather 
than the symptoms used to describe the genus Chloro-
genus, we propose that the curly-top virus bc shifted 
to tlrc genus Buga .  And, i n  vicw of thc fact that the 
virus causes rough, pointed enations on the veins and 
rough distortion of the leaves and also in  view of its 
vector relationships, we propose that its specific epi- 
thct he changed to verrucosans, to mean causing rough 
swellings. The name of thc curly-top virus then will 
be R u g a  verrucosans. 

Detailed studies on the Argentine curly top will be 
published later in  a rrlore extcrrsive paper. 

THE PREPARATION OF SODIUM 

IODOACETATE 


INa recent issue of SCIENCE^ tlrere appcarcd a 
request f o r  sodiurrr iodoacetate in  the section devoted 
to "Rare Chemicals." I t  is difficult to obtain this 
reagent in pure form by thc procedurc customarily 
e m p l o y e d . 9 h e  present note describes a simple 
rnetlrod for  preparing pure sodium iodoacetate in 
good yield from monochloroacetic acid. 

Monochloroacctic acid (10 gm) is dissolved in pure 
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dry acetone (150 n ~ l )containing sodium iodide (24 
gm). Thc solution turns brown and separation of 
sodium chloridr begins alrrrost irrrrriediately. The re- 
action is complete in  6 to 8 hours a t  room tcmpcraturc. 
Thc sodium chloride is rerrioved by filtration through 
sintered glass and washed with a littlo acctonc. Th(1 
colnl~irrrd filtralrs are  adjusted to p H  6.8, using 40 
pcr cent. sotliurri hydroxide. Tlre precipitate which 
separates is filtered and washrd with acetone, with 
chilled absolute alcohol and firrally with d ry  ether. 
The product is powdered and dried in vacuo. I t  is 
quitc colorless and free frorrr halide ion. Yield: 20 
grri (91 per cent.). 
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ISOTEL, ISOTELIC 

ITis surprising thal  no onc has previously suggestcd 
(so f a r  as  the writer is aware) the use of the term 
isotelic (Br. isos = same ; telos = purpose) to designate 
the relationship between entities which have the sarrre 
purpose. 

Thc farlliliar terrn isomer (pl. isomers) is used in 
chemistry to designate compounds made u p  of the 
same parts  (Gr. isos = same; meros = part) .  I n  an 
exactly analogous way it sccms logical and convenient 
to designate compounds which perforrn the sarrrc func- 
tion as  isotrls (Gr. isos = silrllc; telos = purpose). 

I n  bioclrernistry the nced for  such terms appears 
real in view of thc fact that numerous cases can be 
cited of distinct chclnical corrrpounds which can re-
place one another, fo r  example, in  the diet. Thus 
therc are  numerous isotelic f o r ~ n s( i so te ls )  of vitamin 
D as well as other vitamin isotels (including biotin 
isotels).l I n  animal nutrition mcthionine and choline 
may bc said to be partially isotelic. I n  yeast nutrition 
P-alanine and pantothenic acid may be said to be iso-
telic, sincc one may replace the other in  nutrient media. 

The tcrnl vitamer has been suggested1 to designate 
vitamin forrrrs which can replace one another. This 
tcrin was ol)viously suggested also by the word isomer. 
Unfortunately, however, the wrong portion of the 
word isomer was used and as  a rrrult  vitcxmer, aside 
from having a inixrd Latin and Greek origin, has a 
definite but false etynlology, meaning, life-p:irt. This 
is nleaningless so f a r  as  the proposed use of tlre term 
is concernetl. 

ROGERJ. WILLIAMS 
TTTEUNIVERSITP TEXAS,OF 

BIOCHEMICAL ANDINSTITUTE, 

CLAYTONFOUNDATION
FOR RESEARCH, 


AUSTIN 


1 D. Burk and R. J. Winzler, SCIENCE, 97: 2507, 57-60, 
January 15, 1943. 


