Avgust 13, 1943

research. Moreover, there can be unwise expendi-
ture, as well as wise expenditure, even on research.
But it can certainly be stated that British effort on
research is not commensurate with our industrial
needs. To talk merely of spending more money,
however, was not enough. It was necessary to plan
our attack on both new and old problems and, most
important of all, to attract some of our best scientific
brains in the country to solve them.

It has also been stated that, whereas Great Britain
has, in the past, been responsible for many of the
most fundamental diseoveries in secience, other coun-
tries have often been the first to apply them to prac-
tical ends. Sir Edward said that he could safely
predict that when the full story can be told after the
war, work in the application of science, as distinet
from the accumulation of scientific facts, will be
found second to none. He instanced the example of
one of the most striking of our war-time develop-
ments, namely, that of radio-loeation, which was not,
as is commonly supposed, a new invention. Here a
technique developed for purely scientific ends has
been magnificently applied by young British scientific
workers to practical wartime uses. In this and other
fields it has been amply demonstrated that the young
men of Great Britain ean hold their own in bridging
the gap between laboratory science and its useful ex-
pression in appliances and industrial processes.

THE WARTIME CONFERENCE OF THE
AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSO-
CIATION

Tae Wartime Conference and the seventy-second
annual business meeting of the American Public
Health Association will be held in New York City
from October 12 to 14. The Hotel Pennsylvania will
be headquarters. Health workers within easy access of
New York City are invited to attend. Representation
of distant areas will be provided by appointed dele-
gates.

The local committee in charge of arrangements of
which Dr. Ernest L. Stebbins, Health Commissioner
of New York City, is chairman, includes: Homnorary
Chairman, The Honorable Fiorello H. LaGuardia;
Co-chasrman, BEdward S. Godfrey, Jr., M.D.; Secre-
.tary, Leona Baumgartner, M.D.; Treasurer, Matthew
Byrne.

The following have agreed to serve as chairmen of
the sub-committees : Fiinance, Frank Kiernan; Meeting
rooms, John Oberwager, M.D.; Publicity, Frank A.
Calderone, M.D.; Radio, Iago Galdston, M.D.; Recep-
tion, John L. Rice, M.D.

Half-day special sessions will be held on the fol-
lowing subjects: Current health department problems
in war; tropieal and imported diseases; new ventures
toward health security and postwar planning.
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The tentative section programs list such topies. as:
The war physieal fitness program, plasma reserves for
civilian defense, conquest of industrial noise, syphilis
and gonorrhea, meningitis, health of the army, diar-
rheal diseases, international vital statisties, aviation
medicine, tubereulosis, the health education program
in wartime, chemical warfare and the laboratory,
tropical diseases and the laboratory, report of the
commission on vital records, community emergency
serviee and war industry, wartime problems of the
county health officer, nutritive value of preserved
foods, nutrition poliey here and abroad, health stand-
ards for day care centers, wartime adjustments of
school health personnel. There will be a “Convention
by Radio” during which the resolutions, the trans-
actions and as much as possible of the program of
the Wartime Conference will be broadeast to mem-
bers at home.

The September issue of The American Journal of
Public Health will print the program. Further in-
formation may be obtained from the American Publie
Health Association, 1790 Broadway, New York 19,
N. Y.

APPEAL OF THE WAR POLICY COMMITTEE
OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
PHYSICS

Tue War Policy Committee of the American Insti-
tute of Physics has outlined a program of post-war
development for physies. Part of this program is a
proposal to purchase a building to serve as an operat-
ing office for the institute, as a New York center
available for the use of the Founder Societies, and as
headquarters for the physicists of America. This pro-
posal was approved and adopted by the governing
board on July 24 and the committee was appointed
to conduct a campaign to raise the necessary $75,000.

The society has grown from a hundred members
in 1900 to over 6,000 members at the present time.

Its immediate objects are. given as follows:

(a) Improve meetings and strengthen journals.

(b) Cement the unity of the physies profession.

(¢) Retain the loyalty of -specialist groups and keep
them identified with physies.

(@) Improve the teaching of physics at the high-sechool
level.

(e) Expand, re-examine and improve physies training
at the college and post-graduate level.

(f) Adopt suitable standards of professional compe-
tence and accredit training institutions.

(g9) Bring increasing resources and facilities to the
support of education and research in physies.

(h) Promote the employment of physicists in industry.

(4) Aid in the rehabilitation of war-interrupted careers
of physicists and students of physies.

(j) Conduct an appropriate campaign on behalf of
public appreciation of physics as a constructive peacetime
activity.
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(k) Inaugurate traveling lectureships, awards recog-
nizing achievements, bulletins and other miscellaneous ser-
vices as may be found desirable.

(1) Represent the profession of physies in informing
and assisting legislators, and government executives con-
sidering laws and regulations affecting education, re-
search and other activities of concern to physicists.

In making its appeal for funds the committee
points out that it is an essential part of the proposal
that there be acquired a permanent home for organ-
ized physies. The joint publishing and general co-
operative operating department—the American Insti-
tute of Physies—has shown in its twelve years a
consistent record of usefulness, reliability and inereas-
ing financial strength. It has always oceupied rented
office space. By virtue of the faet that it is a tax-
free organization it could—if it had its own building—
oceupy and fully maintain much better and larger
quarters at no increase in annual cost over the pres-
ent rent.

It happens that at the present moment an extremely
well-constructed and suitably arranged building has
been offered for sale to the institute. "It is con-
veniently situated on 55th Street between Madison
and Park Avenues, New York, a neighborhood of
excellent and improving value. If advantage is to be
taken of this offer the sum of $75,000 must be guaran-
teed as soon as possible.

The appeal is signed by the War Policy Committee,
the members of which are P. E. Klopsteg, chairman,
0. E. Buckley, K. T. Compton, H. L. Dodge and
R. C. Gibbs. -

THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT

Tae Harvard Alumni Bulletin gives the following
particulars in regard to the Office of Scientific Re-
-search and Development: :

Once a year, a subcommittee of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives meets
in Washington to consider requests for the following year
for funds for the continuation of the National War
Agencies. This is almost the only occasion when infor-
mation of the work of the Office of Secientific Research
and Development, which employs and uses so many Har-
vard scientists and laboratories and to which President
Conant devotes so large a part of his time, enters the
public reeord.

In the hearing on the 1944 bill, held on May 29, Van-
nevar Bush, doctor of engineering, 1916, director of the
office, and President Conant were two of the key wit-
nesses. In support of an appropriation of $125,000,000
for the National Defense Research Committee, the two
men revealed that approximately $2,000,000,000 worth
of equipment had either been secured or was on order
by the armed services through the work carried on by
the office as the result of previous expenditures. More
than 200 devices, Dr. Bush said, had been officially
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adopted out of the research of the office, and many of
these had already seen service at the battlefronts.

The scope of the work is indicated by the faet that
from June, 1940, through April 17, 1943, a total of
1,731 contracts had been let among 124 different aca-
demic institutions and 205 different industrial organi-
zations. The largest volume of work falls under the
supervision of the National-Defense Research Commit-
tee, of which President Conant is chairman.

Appropriations requested for the Medical Research
Committee, of which Dr. A. N. Richards, of the University
of Pennsylvania, is chairman, and Professor A. Baird
Hastings, Hamilton Kuhn professor of biological chem-
istry at the Harvard Medical School, is a member,
amounted to somewhat less than $10,000,000. Concern-
ing the work of that committee, Dr. Richards was enabled
to reveal some remarkable developments made under its
auspices in the use of penicillin, the new bacteria-destroy-
ing product made from green mold, which is expected to
rival the miraculous sulfa drugs. He reported use of the
drug in badly wounded cases in the Pacific area, which
had been under treatment without suecess for as long as
fourteen months. Persistent infections showed remark-
able improvement within a week. Many units of the drug
are now under manufacture, and have been sent to
British and American forces in the field. Coneerning
details of the work of Mr. Conant’s committee on in-
strumentalities of the war, no corner of the veil of mili-
tary secrecy was lifted.

Letters were read into the record by General Marshall,
chief of staff of the Army, and by'Admiral King, of the
Navy, endorsing in wholehearted terms the services in
the war effort of these civilian scientific groups working
in cooperation with the Army and Navy.

MANPOWER PROBLEMS IN THE CHEM-
ICAL INDUSTRY -

A sYMPOSIUM on “Manpower Problems in the Chem-
ical Industry” will be held in connection with the
one hundred and sixth meeting of the American
Chemieal Society, which will take place at Pittsburgh
from September 6 to 10. Dr. A. L. Elder, chief
chemical adviser of the War Production Board, will
preside.

Dr. Franecis J. Curtis, development director of the
Monsanto Chemical Company, will deliver an address
on “How Industry is Solving its Manpower Prob-
lems”; James W. Raynolds, deputy director of the
chemicals division of the War Production Board, will
diseuss “Production Requirements of the Chemical
Industry”; Dr. Herman T. Briscoe, vice-president of
Indiana University, will speak on “Training Programs
for Chemists.” Other speakers and their topies are:
Dr. Warren L. McCabe, of the Carnegie Institute of
Technology, “Training Programs for Chemical Engi-
neers”; Dr. James Coull, of the University of Pitts-
burgh, “Training and Utilization of Women in the
Chemical Industry”; Dr. Frank C. Whitmore, of the
Pennsylvania State College, “Occupational Defer-




