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Originally the governing body of the Weissfluhjoch 
station was the Swiss Commission for Snow and Ava- 
lanche Research under the chairmanship of the head 
of the Federal Forestry Department and working in 
conjunction with many Swiss men of science, chief of 
whom was Professor P. Niggli, the mineralogist, of 
Zurich, and including many experts in cognate sub- 
jects such as Dr. Morikofer, of the Meteorological 
Observatory a t  Davos. I t  was largely financed from 
unofficial sources. A recent press notice stated that 
the Swiss Government has opened a new research in- 
stitute on the Weissfluhjoch, which is assumed to be 
a development of the earlier laboratory, perhaps more 
on the lines of the research institute on the Jungfrau- 
joch. Possibly it means the commencement of its 
existence as a separate department of the Ministry for 
the Interior, with more adequate funds for effective 
research than its semi-private forerunner had been 
able to command. 

THE TROPICAL PLANT RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION 


THE Board of Trustees of the Tropical Plant Re- 
search Foundation met in Washington, D. C., on May 
21, for the purpose of dissolving the foundation and 
distributing its assets to other organizations that are 
now carrying forward the avowed functions of the 
foundation. They also authorized and directed the 
officers of the corporation to institute proceedings in 
the United States, District Court of the District of 
Columbia for the dissolution of this corporation as 
allowed and provided for by law. 

The distribution of assets were as follows: (1)The 
Tropical Agriculture Library now housed a t  the Boyce 
Thompson Institute, including all copyrights, was 
given to the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences of Turrialba, Costa Rica. This is to be dedi- 
cated and marked with an appropriate plaque as a 
memorial to Dr. W. A. Orton, the organizer and di- 
rector and general manager of the foundation from 
its ineeption in 1924 until his death in 1930. (2) Fifty 
copies of "The Soils of Cuba," including the accom- 
panying maps, were given to each of the joint authors, 
11.1%.Bennett and Dr. R. V. Allison. Fifty copies 
of "Tropical Forests of the Caribbean" were given to 
the author, Tom Gill. The remaining copies of these 
books, about 550 of the former and about 225 of the 
latter, were turned over to the Pan American Union 
to be advertised and sold. The returns from these 
sales are to be turned over to the Division of Biology 
and Agriculture of the National Research Council or 
to some other appropriate organization to be used to 
further tropical agriculture. (3) All residual cash 
and bonds, after payment of debts and expenses of 
dissolution, were given to the Division of Biology and 

Agriculture of the National Research Council to be 
used for the promotion of tropical agriculture. This 
contribution will net about $4,500. (4) The furniture, 
bookcases, steel cabinets, etc., are left to the Boyce 
~hompion  Institute for Plant Research, Inc., Yonkers, 
New York; in appreciation of services rendered the 
foundation during the period following Dr. Orton's 
death. 

WILLIAMCROCKER, 
Act ing Director and Gewzeral Manzager, 

Tropical Plant  Research Founda.tion 

THE INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
THE Industrial Research Institute completed five 

years of activity with its recent annual meeting in 
New York on May 21 and 22. Seventy industrial 
executives and research directors, representing mem-
ber companies, and their guests attended the meeting 
and participated in informal round-table ?conferences. 

The organization of research in Great Britain and 
the United States, its support of the war effort and 
probable post-war trends, was discussed a t  the dinner 
session on the evening of May 21. Dr. G. S. Whitby, 
professor of rubber chemistry a t  the University of 
Akron and recently director of the chemical research 
laboratory of the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, Teddington, England, presented the 
British picture, and Dr. Robert W. King, assistant 
vice-president of the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, discussed the situation in this coun- 
try. Dr. Whitby explained the basic differences in the 
organization and effectiveness of research in Britain 
and the United States. 

At a session on new research tools Dr. G. W. King, 
of Arthur D. Little, Inc., discussed improved calculat- 
ing machines for scientific use, particularly in the field 
of chemistry. Dr. W. B. Rayton, director of the 
Scientific Bureau of Bausch and Lomb Optical Com- 
pany, described new optical tools and their applica- 
tions in various fields of industrial research. 

Other sessions were devoted to discussions of indus- 
trial research management problems. R. C. Benner, 
director of research, and G. J. Easter, assistant direc- 
tor of research of the Carborundum Company, de- 
scribed a simple system which has proved of great 
help in the current control of research projects. I t  is 
based on the budgeting of time rather than money. 
Cooperative intra-industry research in seventeen in- 
dustries represented in the institute was reviewed by 
J. M. McIlvain, administrative supervisor of the Re- 
search and Development Department of the Atlantic 
Refining Company. 

The rating of research personnel was discussed in 
four sinlultaneous group conferences on Saturday 
morning, under the leadership of C. L. Bausch, vice- 
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president, Bausch and Lomb Optical Company; J. N. 
now, technical director, Bigelow-Sanford Carpet 
Company, Thompsonville, Conn.; R. S. Taylor, chief 
engineer, Servel, Inc., Evansville, Ind.; and H. L. 
Trumbull, assistant to the director of research, the 
B. F. Goodrich Company, Akron, Ohio. 

William R. Hainsworth, vice-president of Servel, 
Inc., New York, was elected chairman of the executive 
committee for the ensuing year, and Harold K. Work, 
manager of the Research and Development Division, 
General Metallurgical Department of the Jones and 
Laughlin Steel Corporation, Pittsburgh, was elected 
vice-chairman. Three new members of the committee 
were also elected for three-year terms :A. Griffin Ash- 
croft, product engineer of the Alexander Smith and 
Sons Carpet Company; Ralph T. K. Cornwell, direc- 
tor of research of the Sylvania Industrial Corpora- 
tion, and John M. McIlvain. It was announced that 
the fall meeting of the institute will be held in Chi- 
cago. 

The Industrial Research Institute, an affiliate of 
the National Research Council, undertakes to promote 
improvement of methods and more economical and 
effective management in industrial research through 
the cooperative efforts of its members. The member- 
ship is composed of fifty-five industrial concerns 
maintaining research laboratories. Their key execu- 
tives in charge of research represent them in the ac- 
tivities of the institute. It has headquarters a t  60 
East 42nd Street, New York. Other members of the 
executive committee are: Harvey S. Benson, adminis- 
trative engineer, United Shoe Machinery Corporation, 
Beverly, Mass.; Maurice Holland, member a t  large, 
Division of Engineering and Industrial Research, 
National Research Council, New York, and Philip W. 
Pillsbury, president, Pillsbury Flour Mills Company, 
Minneapolis. 

T H E  MOBILIZATION OF SCIENCE 

THE North Carolina Academy of Science has ad- 
dressed the following letter to members of the United 
States Senate : 

T o  the Members of the United States Senate 

GENTLEMEN: 
The North Carolina Academy of Science through its 

Legislative Committee wishes to call your attention to 
their action as regards the Senate Bill 702 "A bill to 
Mobilize the Scientific and Technical Resources of the 
Nation, to Establish an Office of Scientific and Technical 
Mobilization, and for Other Purposes." 

This Bill would make another expensive and overlapping 
Office in the Federal Government. It would add confu- 
sion. I t  would not help in the War Effort. I t  would not 
help in the Peace to comc. 

Therefore be it Resolved: 
That the North Carolina Academy goes on record as 

opposing the passage of Senate Bill 702 as said bill would 
serve no useful purpose. 

Signed for the Academy b y  the 
Legislative Committee, 

WILLARDBERRY,Chairman 
B. C. BURGESS 
H. F. PRYTHERCH 
B. W. WELLS 

ABBOTT LABORATORIES FELLOWSHIPS 

ABBOTTLABORATORIEShas announced that its plan 
of postgraduate fellowships for research in organic 
chemistry and in biochemistry will be continued for 
the academic year 194344. These fellowships are to 
aid capable graduate students in continuing their 
studies. There are no restrictions as to the professor 
under whom the work is to be done or the subject to 
be undertaken. The stipend is $750 per year. For 
the coming year the fellowships are available to both 
men and women. 

The universities to whom these fellowships have 
been awarded are as follows : 

I n  organic chemistry: 
University of California 
University of Illinois 
University of Michigan 
University of Minnesota 
Purdue University 
University of Rochester 
Stanford University 

I n  biochemistry: 
Duke University 
Iowa State College 

It is believed that this aid for graduate study in 
chemistry will lend encouragement to the continuous 
training of able and qualified chemists to fill future 
positions in the educational field and in industry. 

GRANT TO T H E  UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

FROM T H E  NATIONAL FOUNDATION 


FOR INFANTILE PARALYSIS 


THE National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 
and the University of Michigan have joined in a long- 
range program for the training of doctors, public 
health workers and laboratory technicians to study 
infantile paralysis and other virus diseases. This 
program, which has been developing for three years, 
will be expanded when the university opens its new 
three-story building for the School of Public Health. 

The new structure will house a unit devoted entirely 
to work in virus diseases, particularly infantile paraly- 
sis. The virologists who will be trained under the 
program will study all virus diseases, including not 
only infantile paralysis, but also influenza, atypical 


