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T H E  AMERICAN COORDINATING COM- 
MITTEE ON CORROSION 

THE fifth annual meeting of the American Co-
ordinating Committee on Corrosion was held on April 
10 in Pittsburgh, coincident with a one-day sym-
posium on corrosion problems sponsored by the Cor- 
rosion Division of the Electrochemical Society, meet- 
ing in Pittsburgh on April 8, 9 and 10. Dr. R. B. 
Mears was elected committee chairman for 194344, 
F. L. LaQue was named vice-chairman and Dr. G. H.  
Young was re-elected secretary-treasurer. The head- 
quarters are a t  the Mellon Institute in Pittsburgh. 

The committee was organized five years ago to co- 
ordinate research activities in this field, and is pat- 
terned after similar organizations abroad. As its first 
contribution, it undertook to survey existing corrosion 
investigations in this country. Information report 
forms were submitted to some 600 individuals and 
companies, through the executive offices of the member 
organizations of the committee. From the data thus 
accumulated there was issued in 1940 a confidential 
Directory of Corrosion Investigators and a classified 
list of subjects, which was sent to all persons officially 
listed in the directory. This directory has since been 
expanded to include additional investigators and to 
broaden its subject classification. A new revision is 
planned for 1943. 

The committee is a t  present composed of official 
delegates from the American Foundrymen's Associa-
tion, the American Gas Association, the American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers, the American Insti- 
tute of Electrical Engineers, the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers, the American Society for 
Metals, the American Society of Refrigerating Engi- 
neers, the American Society for Testing Rlaterials, 
the American Water Works Association, the American 
Welding Society, the Armour Research Foundation, 
the Battelle Memorial Institute, the Electrochemical 
Society, the Mellon Institute of Industrial Research, 
the National Bureau of Standards, the National Dis- 
trict Heating Association, the National Research 
Council and the Society bf Automotive Engineers. I n  
addition, the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science and the Canadian National Research 
Council were elected to membership. 

T H E  BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN 
THE thirty-second annual report of the Brooklyn 

Botanic Garden, just published, records the fact that 
almost every activity of the garden during 1942 has 
been determined or modified by the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the events that followed. Several pages 
of the report are devoted to the wartime activities of 
the garden and its many cooperations with national, 
state and local agencies. These include extensive vic- 
tory garden work, with classes and lectures, the main- 

tenance of a model victory garden, wide-spread service 
through the bureau of public information and the 
publication and distribution of leaflets on vegetable 
gardening. More than 125 trees and shrubs and quan- 
tities of herbaceous material have been contributed 
for planting a t  army camps, nearly 230 books were 
contributed for the libraries maintained by the United 
Service Organizations and other agencies, and nearly 
$5,000 of war stamps and bonds have been purchased 
by 60 employees. Members of the Kings County 
War Savings Staff were given permits to sell stamps 
and bonds in the garden, and the Office of Civilian 
Defense, with a permit for a table in the garden, 
enrolled volunteers in twelve different war services, 
including blood donors, nurses7 aids, etc. 

Flowers were sent weekly to the Naval Hospital 
near the Brooklyn Navy Yard; Camp Upton, L. I., 
was supplied with more than 2,000 ornamental plants 
for the camp gardens, ornamental plants were sup-
plied to the Service Club Library a t  Fort  Hamilton, 
about two tons of scrap metal were turned in, and the 
Office of War Information was given information on 
the proposed utilization for food of native wild plants 
of various European countries. 

The report includes records of progress in investiga- 
tion in plant diseases, plant breeding and other aspects 
of botany, the distribution to more than 600 schools, 
in every borough of Greater New York, of nearly 
1,316,000 packets of seeds to children for planting in 
school and home gardens, and the attendance of more 
than 59,500 a t  classes and lectures during the year, 
with a registration of nearly 1,300 adults. The regis- 
tered attendance a t  the garden for the year 1942 was 
1,660,046. 

T H E  RADCLIFFE CHAPTER OF T H E  

SOCIETY OF T H E  SIGMA XI 


THE establishment of a Radcliffe Chapter of the 
Society of the Sigma Xi has met with some delay 
because of the unique conditions prevalent in the 
college. Although its administration is separate from 
that of Harvard University, all instructors and pro- 
fessors are members of the Harvard faculty and many 
are members of the Harvard Chapter. 

Fifty-nine science instructors and professors teach- 
ing a t  both institutions signed the petition for the 
chapter on March 24, 1942. I t  was granted a t  the 
forty-third annual convention of the national organi- 
zation on December 29. Formal installation a t  Rad- 
cliffe College took place on April 15. 

Professor Harlow Shapley, national president, and 
Professor Edward Ellery, past-president and presi- 
dent a t  the time the petition was granted, were the 
installing officers. The ceremonies were less formal 
than is usual on such occasions. Following a tea in 
Byerly Hall, the science building, the petitioners and 


