
SCIENCE 


Daniel's experience in university administration began 
long before he became head of the department of 
zoology. H e  rendered note~vorthy service a s  chair-
man of some of the important faculty committees such 
as  the committee on budget and inter-departmental 
relations and the library committee. I n  the opinion 
of the author, Dr. Daniel's most significant contribu- 
tion as  chairman of his departtnent was his interest 
in  and encouragenlent of young men and women of 
high scholarship. His  graduate assistants were se-
lected with exceeding care and their apprenticeship 
in  teaching and development as  scientists and scholars 
were carefully studied. To them he was personally 
devoted, f a r  more, perhaps, than they will ever know. 
I n  his passing they have lost a friend and a counselor; 
he survives, however, a symbol and a creed. 

RECENT DEATHS 

DR.FRANZ
BOAS, professor emeritus of anthropology 

of Columbia University, died on December 21  a t  the 
age of eighty-three years. 

DR. FRANKDAWSON ADAMS, Logan professor of 
geology a t  McGill University from 1894 to 1931 and 
emeritus vice-principal of the university, died on 
December 26 a t  the age of eighty-four years. 

DR. JABEZ ET~T~IOTT,HENRY president of the Ameri- 
can Association of the IIistory of Medicine and pro- 
fessor of the history of medicine a t  the University of 
Toronto, died on December 18. H e  was sixty-nine 
years old. 

DR. WILT,IA~C MARTIN BT~ANCIIARD, ofprofessor 
chemistry and dean emeritus of the DePauw Univer- 
sity College of Jibera1 Arts, died on December 21. 
I Ie  mas sixty-eight years old. 

DR. HANSG. BEUTLER, research associate in  physics 
a t  the University of Chicago, died on December 1 5  a t  
the age of forty-six years. Dr. Beutler, who came to 
this country in  1936 from the Kaiser Wilhelm In-  
stitute fo r  Physical Chemistry in  Berlin, was a 
spectroscopist. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

TERCENTENARY O F  T H E  BIRTH O F  

ISAAC NEWTON1 
WEEN the tercentenary of the birth of Sir Isaac 

N~~~~~was celebrated by F~~~~~~ go-of the noyal 
ciety,in the R~~~~~ ~ i ~ ~~ in December, Sir ~ K~~~~ 
Dale, president of the society, announced the successful 

of negotiations to acquire and pxeserve the 
birthplace "of the greatest of Our men of Xience." 
The Pilgrim Trust, he said, will be responsible fo r  
the sum required for  the purchase, which the Lord of 
the Manor of Woolsthorpe (Lincolnshire) has agreed 
to a t  a price substantially less than its value. 

Sir  Henry Dale described how 

in the hamlet of Woolstliorpe, near Colsterwortli, on the 
Great North Road, some six miles south of Grantham, 
there is still a modest manor farinhouse, with a small 
orchard in front of it. Irere the Newtons lived, simple 
yeoman farmers, and here, two months after his father 
had died, Isaac Newton was born, a puny, premature in- 
fant, on Christmas Day, 1642, 20 years before the Royal 
Society was incorporated by the grant of its first charter. 
The house stands but little altered since that day. The 
room in which Newton was born has a simple marble tab- 
let on the wall, inscribed with Pope's well-known couplet. 

But this house had importance in Newton's later life 
and in his work, and not only as his birthplace. I t  was 
here that lie returned from his schooling at  Grantham, a t  
the age of 16, to take charge of the farm for his mothcr; 
and here, to the ii~calculable gain of science and the 
world, he showed such incompetence as a farmer that he 

1 The Times,London. 

was sent back to school and thence to Cambridge. I t  was 
here, again, that he returned in the autumn of 1665, wlien 
the plague drove him from Cambridge; and here, during 
the following 18 months of quiet exile in the country, his 
early ripening genius grasped already the essential prin- ~ i ~ ~ ,
ciples of his major theoretical discoveries. One can still 
see the upper chamber whicli lie then used as a study; and 
in the little there is an old, recumbent apple tree 
which, one will be told, is descended by direct grafting 
fr, that which Newton sm. 

The land which Newton's family farmed was 
rapiqly being laid waste by quarrying for  iron-stone 
and soon there ~vould have been little left unspoiled 
save the orchard and garden round the house. The 
Royal Society felt that something should be done to 
preserve for  posterity a house and garden which 
carried such niomentous memories, and which had 
meant so much for  science. Accordingly a small 
committee was formed, i n  which Sir  John  Russell and 
Sir  James Jeans joined with the officers of the society 
to negotiate with the lord of the manor, Major E. B. 
Turnor, of Ponton Hall, near Grantham, in  order to 
put  this tiny but historic property for  as  long as 
possible beyond the risk of damage or decay. 

ELECTION O F  T H E  PRESIDENT AND OTHER 

OFFICERS O F  T H E  AMERICAN 


CHEMICAL SOCIETY 


DR. T11onl-AS MIDGLEY, JR.,vice-president of the 
Ethyl Corporation, known for  his discovery of tetra- 
ethyl lead which has made possible dramatic advances 


