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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE EFFECTIVE USE OF SCIENTIFIC
ABILITY

A PLAN to make productive unused scientific ability
in work directing segments of war research problems
in the laboratories of the smaller colleges has been
initiated by the American Chemical Society. Dr.
Charles L. Parsons, secretary of the society, has an-
nounced that the unused talents of directors of re-
search who have retired from the universities and
industry will be connected with departments of chem-
istry in institutions where the staff is not sufficiently
Jarge or well equipped to carry on research alone.
The plan is under the direction of a committee of the
society, of which Dr. J. Sam Guy, chairman of the
-department of chemistry at Emory University, is
chairman. Members of the committee are: Dr. Wil-
liam Lloyd Evans, of the Ohio State University, and
Dr. Samuel C. Lind, of the University of Minnesota,
both past presidents of the society; Dr. Hobart II.
‘Willard, of the University of Michigan; Dr. E. Emmet
Reid, professor emeritus of the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity ; Dr. B. Smith Hopkins, professor emeritus of
the University of Illinois, and Dr. Stuart R. Brinkley,
of Yale University.

The plan is designed to encourage and foster re-
search in American colleges through the use of advis-
ers; it is believed that many unsolved chemical prob-
lems could be undertaken under the direction of the
visiting professors who have had wide experience in
guiding research. Dr. Guy has made the following
statement :

This is no time for any idle ‘‘serap’’ in chemieal re-
search ability to be sitting around. Every man able to
direet research in chemistry should be up and at it. Every
college teacher, every able college student can do his bit.
It is the function of our committee to get these forces
together. We must ‘“serap out’’ bits of valuable scien-
tific ability and set them to work on new problems.

~ More chemical research is needed as a means of national
defense and for the training of future chemists who will
be responsible for ‘‘better things for better living through
chemistry.’”” Many universities and industries, however,
have a definite policy of retiring employees at the age of
approximately sixty-five years. These emeritus chemists
have a vast store of information and inspiration which
should not be lost at a time when the nation requires scien-
tific research almost more than anything else.

There are also active directors of research who are
eager to spread.their influence beyond their individual
laboratories. These men have numbers of problems, all
a part of one large scheme of research, which they would
be glad to farm out to colleges where some wide-awake
student of the upper classes would be interested. The
problems are not quite large enough for a doctor’s thesis
but still offer a challenge to men in their senior year.
Many students, who would thrill at the taste of research,

need leadership which their colleges, for one reason or
another, have not been able to furnish.

The feasibility of the program has been proved by
the experience of Dr. Reid, who since his retirement
from the Johns Hopkins University has been aiding
research in a group of southern colleges, and of Pro-
fessor John Howe Yoe, of the University of Virginia,
who has been dividing large problems into smaller
units capable of being handled with a minimum of
apparatus and material. Last year Dr. Reid, in his
circuit of nine southern schools, had more men cooper-
ating in his research program than he ever had at any
time while he was professor at the Johns Hopkins
University.

The committee will act as a clearing house for re-
search directors who are willing to give their time and
for colleges interested in the plan. It is thought
probable that industrial research laboratories will co-
operate in the program.

CANCELLATION OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

THE annual meeting of the National Conference on
Weights and Measures which is usually held in June
of each year at Washington, D. C., has been cancelled
for 1942 because of unsettled conditions throughout
the country and serious congestion in Washington
resulting from the war. It is undetermined at present
whether future meetings of the conference will be held
during the continuance of the war.

The National Conference on Weights and Measures,
which is a body made up of state and local weights
and measures officials from all parts of the United
States, has a number of standing committees dealing
with various phases of weights and measures activity.
These committees are continuing to function during
the period of recess of the national conference, and
when matters arise upon which the national confer-
ence would ordinarily take action, such matters, if
within the seope of one of these committees, are
referred for committee consideration. The results of
such committee actions are then made public as ree-
ommendations of the national conference, the Weights
and Measures News Letter of the National Bureau of
Standards being the medium for informing state and
local weights and measures officials of these recom-
mendations. The president of the national confer-
ence, Dr. Lyman J. Briggs, director of the National
Bureau of Standards, and the secretary, R. W. Smith,
assistant chief of the Division of Weights and Mea-
sures of the bureau, have been called upon by war
agencies in Washington to present the recommenda-
tions of the national conference.
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Meetings of state weights and measures associations
have in a few instances been cancelled this year.
However, most of the officials of the state associations
of weights and measures, which have normally held
meetings each year, have held regular meetings during
1942, in Connecticut, Minnesota, Indiana, Massachu-
setts, North Carolina, . Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Texas and Virginia. Meetings scheduled for the re-
mainder of 1942 include The California Weights
and Measures Association, at Bakersfield, Calif., on
October 21, 22 and 23, and the Ohio Weights and
Measures Association at Columbus, Ohio, on Decem-
ber 1, 2 and 3.

THE INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
TuE Industrial Research Institute met in Buffalo,
N. Y., on September 4 and 5, with headquarters at
the Hotel Statler. Seventy-five industrial executives
and research directors, representing member com-
panies, and their guests participated in round-table
diseussions of eurrent research management prob-
lems. ’
Patent trends and pending legislation were reviewed
by H. S. Demaree, head of the Patent Department
of the Hoover Company, Chicago, at the opening
session on Friday morning. Following this, E. R.
Schaeffer, chief of the Safety and Technical Equip-
ment Branch, War Production Board, outlined the
Production Requirements Plan and its effect on re-
search laboratories. The mass spectrometer as a new
research tool was described by Harold Washburn, of
Consolidated Engineers, Pasadena. )
The group spent Friday afternoon inspecting the
new assembly plant of the Curtiss-Wright Corpora-
tion in Buffalo, and witnessed performance tests of
the P-40 pursuit planes produced by this company.
Frederic Flader, chief engineer of Curtiss-Wright,
made an address at an informal dinner that evening
on research and its trends in the aviation industry.

The principal speaker at the Saturday morning
round-table session was C. E. K. Mees, vice-president
and director of research of the Eastman Kodak Com-
pany, who outlined his philosophy of the direction
of research based on thirty-five years’ experience.
Discussion of other current problems presented from
the floor by members and a business meeting con-
cluded the formal program. It is proposed to publish
a monograph on the organization of industrial re-
search laboratories. This will be based on member
experience and should serve as a reliable reference
work.

The institute, an affiliate of the National Research
Council, undertakes to promote improvement of
methods and more economical and effective manage-
ment in industrial research -through the cooperative
efforts of its members. The membership is composed
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of forty-six industrial concerns maintaining research
laboratories, represented by the executives in charge.
The headquarters of the institute are at 60 East 42nd
Street, New York, having been moved recently from
Chicago. :

Harvey S. Benson, administrative engineer, United
Shoe Machinery Corporation, Beverly, Mass., is chair-
man of the executive committee. William R. Hains-
worth, vice-president, Servel, Inc., New York, is vice-
chairman. Other members of the committee are F.
'W. Blair, director of the Chemical Division, the Proc-
ter and Gamble Company, Ivorydale, Ohio; Caryl
P. Haskins, president, Haskins Laboratories, New
York; Maurice Holland, Division of Engineering and
Industrial Research, National Research Council; R.
C. Newton, vice-president, Swift and Company, Chi-
cago; Philip W. Pillsbury, president, Pillsbury Flour
Mills Company, Minneapolis; and Harold K. Work,
manager of research and development, Jones and
Laughlin Steel Corporation, Pittshurgh.

CLINICAL CONGRESS OF THE AMERICAN
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

TrE 1942 Clinical Congress of the American Col-
lege of Surgeons, originally scheduled for October at
the Stevens Hotel, Chicago, which was taken over on
August 1 by the U. S. Army Air Corps, will be held
from November 17 to 20 in Cleveland, with head-
quarters at the Cleveland Publie Auditorium, accord-
ing to an announcement, from the headquarters of the
college in Chicago. The twenty-fifth annual Hospital
Standardization Conference sponsored by the college
will be held simultaneously.

The program of panel discussions, clinieal confer-
ences, scientific sessions, hospital meetings and medi-
cal motion picture exhibitions at headquarters, and
operative clinics and demonstrations in the local hos-
pitals and Western Reserve University Sehool of
Medicine has been centered around the many medieal
and surgical problems arising out of the prosecution
of an all-out effort to win the war, emphasizing the
needs of the rapidly expanding medical services of
the Army and the Navy, and consideration of special
problems related to the increasing activities for
civilian defense.

The program of both meetings will begin with a
joint general assembly on Tuesday morning, Novem-
ber 17, with addresses by Surgeon General James C.
Magee, of the Medical Corps, U. 8. Army; Surgeon
General Ross T. Melntire, of the Medical Corps, U. S.
Navy; Surgeon General Thomas Parran, of the U. S.
Public Health Service; Lieutenant Colonel George
Baehr, chief medical officer of the U. S. Office of Ci-
vilian Defense; Dr. Frank H. Lahey, chairman of the
directing board of the Procurement and Assignment
Service; Dr. Irvin Abell, chairman of the Board of




