
fourth is fo r  the most remarkable current literary 
work of an idealistic tendency. All hail to the fifth f 
I t  is given to the person or society that renders the 
greatest service to the cause of international brother- 
hood, in the suppression or reduction of standing 
armies or in  the establishment or furtherance of 
international congresses to promote peace. Numerous 
Sobel prizes have been given and to representatives 
of many countries. 

The friendly relations vhich prevailed among all 
nations, before the world mars of this century, fostered 
and lTere fostered by the international societies which 
grew u p  anlong the eminent men of science in each of 
its principal branches. Every science from astronomy 
to zoology, throughout the alphabet, had its occasional 
congresses held in turn in the different nations. Fast  
friendships were formed across the seas. I t  was in- 
spiring to meet the eminent discoverers, whom one had 
grown to admire through their published works, to be 
found in the scientific libraries of all nations. 

These congresses took u p  world problems in science, 
assigned suitable parts to the several nations harmoni- 
ous to their opportunities, and thus astonishing 

progress often followed, f a r  beyond what individuals 
could have done without organized cooperation. 

I n  recent time me lament to see a reaction against 
this friendly policy of Smithson and of Nobel. Ger-
many fifty years ago was revered as  a world's leader 
in  culture. American students who wished to be 
liberally educated went by thousands a t  great financial 
sacrifice to  enjoy the benefit of the invigorating Ger- 
man scientific atmosphere. But  now, we are  informed, 
not only &re illustrious Germans like Einstein obliged 
to fly from their country, but science, art, religion and 
truth itself are warped and emasculated so as not to 
appear to contradict the cruel and hateful policy of 
the German rulers. All information is censored and 
death is the penalty for  listening to the news broad- 
cast from other nations. I n  conquered countries the 
Germans seek to exterminate culture and reduce the 
inhabitants to slavish status. Our lines have run  into 
very dangerous times. Truth is gravely threatened. 
Free peoples everywhere emulate one another in  the 
sacrifice of their dearest possessions to preserve f o r  
the world the Smithson ideal of altruistic increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among all men. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

DEATHS AND MEMORIALS 

DR. FRBKCIS professor of biology emeri- R A ~ ~ A L E P ,  
tus of the University of Colorado, botanical editor of 
Ecology, died on June  10, in  his seventy-second gear. 

DR. ROY K. FLBXKAGLX, themedical director of 
department of public health of TTirginia, died on June  
18, a t  the age of seventy-one years. 

DR. LAURENCE S. MOPER, of the department of 
botany of the University of Minnesota, mas killed 
recently in a blimp accident near Atlantic City while 
on a mission for  the Navy. 

DR. WILLIAY A. BRYAN, director of the Los Angeles 
Museum of History, Science and Art, died on June  18, 
a t  the age of sixty-six years. 

D ~ .A. R. F ~ ~ ~ ~professor of the Im-
perial College of Science and Technology, London, 

died on June  2, a t  the age of eighty-four years. 

Natz~re reports the cleath of Professor Charles 
Cohen, formerly of the Pasteur Institute, Brussels, 
aged sixty-one years; of Dr. John  Miller, director of 
aircraft production (factories), formerly chief engi- -

neer, London and North-Eastern Railway; of Pro-
fessor G. A. Witherington, formerly of the depart- 
lnent of mathematics in  the Royal Naval College, 
Greenwich, aged sixty-nine years, and of Dr. Bern- 
hard Fischer-Wasels, professor of morbid anatomy 
at Frankfort-on-Main, president of the German 

Pathological Society and editor of the Frarzkfurter 
Zeitschrift fiir PatTzologie, a t  the age of sixty-five 
gears. 

IN connection with the seventy-fifth anniversary 
celebration of the founding of the Torrey Botanical 
Club, the department of botang of Columbia Uni-
versity observed the fiftieth anniversary of its organi- 
zation as a separate department of the university 
and the one hundred fiftieth anniversary of the ap- 
pointment of the first professor of botang i n  Colunlbia 
College, then a t  Astor Place in  lower Manhattan. Dr. 
Richard S. Icissam was appointed to the chair of 
botang on February 20, 1792, and was thus the third 
designated professor of botany i n  America, being 
preceded in point of time only by Adam Kuhn i n  
1768 and Benjamin Barton in 1759 a t  the College of ~ ~ , 
Philadel~hia. The 'lepartment was even-
tually organized a hundred gears later as a distinct 
school a t  Columbia by Dr. Sathaniel Britton. I n  ob- 
servance of these anniversaries an exhibit depicting 
the development of botany at columbia was held in 
L~~ n ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ l~ i b ~ ~ ~during the lnonth of june, ~ 

GRASSLAND RESEARCH I N  GREAT BRITAIN1 

TBE appointment of s i r  George Stapledon as the 
director of the JIinistry of Agriculture Grassland 
Improvement Station, Dodwell, marks a break in a 
long period of pioneer service which may be said to 
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have revolutionized the current methods of grassland excellent opportunity to demonstrate the value of his 
management. After holding the posts of professor ideas, backed by wide experience, and the venture 
a t  Cirencester and adviser in  agricultural botany a t  will be follolved with great interest by all who have 
Aberystmyth, Sir George became the first director of the interests of agriculture a t  heart. 
the official Seed Testing Station when it  mas founded 
by the Food Production Department of the Ministry 
of Agriculture during the war of 191-1-18. Thence 
he proceeded to the chair of agricultural botany a t  
Aberystwyth and also became director of the Welsh 
Plant Breeding Station when it  was founded in 1919. 
Gathering round him a band of enthusiastic and 
patient research assistants, he began the long series 
of experiments which have made his work famous 
the world over. 

S o  early as 1913 Sir  George rvas interested in pas- 
ture  problems, such as  drought resistance, and the 
response of grassland species under manuring, and 
in 1916 he collaborated with his present successor, 
T. J. Jenkin, in  investigations on indigenous species 
in  relation to habitat and sown species. F o r  the next 
twenty-five years his attention was devoted to the 
various ways in which the grasslands of Great Britain 
could be improved and better use made of the great 
acreage of unprofitable and neglected pastures u p  and 
down Great Britain. The importance of varieties and 
strains was fully recognized, and geneticists and plant 
breeders on his staff concentrated their attention on 
the production of the special types of the herbage 
plants needed f o r  specific purposes. The labor in- 
volved was immense, and only by most skillful organi- 
zation has it  been possible to carry through the work 
without confusion or delay, and to apply the results 
to  agricultural practice. Varieties of grasses and 
clovers har-e been bred for  earliness or lateness, fo r  
leaf or stein production, fo r  spreading or erect types, 
to  provide seed to meet different requirements. 

Parallel with the plant-breeding work, problems of 
management were investigated, particularly in  rela- 
tion to the effects of grazing, and the most amazing 
a n d  valuable results mere obtained. But  all the time 
S i r  George was working towards his main object of 
obtaining recognition from the government and farm- 
ers  alike that poor or derelict pasture could be so 
improved as to beconze an important asset instead of 
a liability. Much preliminary critical work JTas car- 
ried out, the importance of buried and viable seeds 
in the soil being early recognized. Then in 1933 the 
station acquired Cahn Hill, ~vhereon large-scale hill 
experinlents could be made in order to develop meth- 
ods whereby improvements could be made and to 
determine their econornic value. Alnch progress has 
been made, both on the hill pastures and in connection 
with ley farming, in which poor permanent pasture 
is improved by ploughing up  and reseeding. Sir  
George Stapledon's new appointment will provide an 

T H E  I N S T I T U T E  OF AERONAUTICAL 

SCIENCES 


AN account is g i ~ e n  in the Xezo Y o r k  Herctld 
T~ibzrneof the gif t  of the Daniel Guggenheim estate 
a t  Sands Point, L. I., to the Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences fo r  the establishment of a center for  aero-
nautical research and study. The gift was made by 
31rs. Guggenheim in memory of her husband, who 
cluring his lifetime gaye ser-era1 million dollars fo r  the 
advancement of aeronautical sciences. 

The Guggenheim estate, near Port  TTiashington, 
L. I., contains 162 acres, with t\i70 thirds of a mile of 
shore front and a forty-room house overlooking Long 
Island Sound. I t  has been named Daniel Guggen-
heim P a r k  by the council of the institute. A board 
of trustees will supervise arrangements for  the use of 
the property and will appoint a board of scientific 
advisers to conduct aeronautical research. I n  accept- 
ing the gift from i\frs. Guggenheim, the institute con- 
sulted with her son, Lieutenant Cornniander Har ry  F. 
Guggenheim. 

Daniel Guggenheim established the Daniel Gug-
genheini 'Fund for  the Promotion of Aeronautics in 
1926 with a gift  of $2,500,000, which was subsequently 
increased. H e  previously had established the Gug- 
genheim School of Aeronautics a t  New P o r k  Univer- 
sity, and the fund endowed schools of aeronautics a t  
the Xassachusetts Institute of Technology. the 
Georgia School of Technology, the California Insti- 
tute of Technology, the University of Washington, 
Leland Stanford I-niversity, Syracuse University and 
the Unir-ersity of Michigan. The fund also estab- 
lished a chair of aeronautics in  the Library of Con-
gress, made the first ecluipnient loan in this country 
to establish aerial passenger service, set u p  the first 
complete aeronautical \ileathey-reporting service and 
established a safety prize. 

The Institute of Aeronautical Sciences, which now 
has headquarters a t  Rockefeller Center, was organized 
in 1932 and has forty-ser-en branches throughout the 
country and a library of more than 12,000 aeronauti- 
cal publications. 

AWARDS F O R  E X H I B I T S  A T  T H E  M E E T I N G  

O F  T H E  AMERICAN MEDICAL 


ASSOCIATION 


AT the ninety-third meeting of the Arnerican Medi- 
cal Association in Atlantic City, gold, silver and 
bronze inedals mere presented by the committee on 
amarc1 of scientific exhibits. The awards in Group 1 
were for  exhibits of individual investigations, mhich 


