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FRANK COLLINS BAKER 

FRANK BAKER has been widely recognizecl COLLIXS 
as an authority on fresh-mter  mollusca, on Pleisto- 
cene invertebi8ate paleontology and on nluseum ad-
ministration. Born on Decernber 14, 1867, he devoted 
a long life-time to the services of science. Most of 
his official positions have involved nluseunl work and 
research, but through his scientific displays, his genial 
and kindly personality, and his ambitious pyogranl 
of publication he has had more influence upon the 
~ o & s  of others than Inany rvho hare devoted their 
xvhole time to teaching and to the direction of research. 

I n  his concept of a nluseunl were combined the 
functions of display, teaching and research. F o r  the 
'niversity of Illinois, where he served as curator of 
the Sluseurn of Sa tura l  History fro111 1918 until his 
retirertlent as curator e~neritus in 1939, he built one of 
the finest teaching niuseums in this country. B t  the 
salne time he mas amassing study collections in various 
fields of zoology, arclieology and paleontology and 
carried on a very extensive personal program of 
research. T i t h  his death on May 7, 1942, his broad 
influence in the sereral fields of his immediate inter- 
ests ~irill be felt keenly. 

I l is  studies on nlollusca were begun in the days 
when entire attention IT-as focused upon the shells, 
but he became one of the early investigators to de- 
velop the field of malacology. At the time of his 
death. he had eolnpleted the typescript for  the first 
oolurne of a proposed t~?-o-volulne nionograph on 
Plnnorbidae, in which morphology of these snails is 
treated in  exhaustive manner. 

Mr. Baker secured his early training at Brown Uni- 
versitv, in  the Philadelphia Academy of Sciences and 
in the Ward's Natural Science Establishnlent a t  
Rochester, New Tork, where so many museum spe-
cialists of the earlier generation served an appren-
ticeship. 

I n  1894, he became curator of zoology in the Field 
Colu~nbian Museunl of Chicago, but left that post 
the same year to become curator of the Chicago dcad-  
emy of Sciences, a position which he held until 1915. 
From 1915 untiI 1917 he carried on a n  intensive quan- 
titative study of relations of bottom fauna in lakes 
to fish life fo r  the New 'T-ork State College of Forestry 
of Syracuse TIniversity. 

On the invitation of President F:. -5. Janles, lie caine 
to the Gniversitg of Illinois as curator i n  1918. Here, 
a t  the height of his career, he carried forward the 
developlnent of the university rnuseuln a t  the same 
time that he was prosecuting a most anlbitious re-
search program. Only a few of his major publica- 
tions can be mentioned here. 

I n  1911, his "Lymnaeidae of Sor th  and RIiddle 

America" came off the presq ancl after tuore than 
thirty years is st111 regarded as  the most comprehen- 
s h e  treatise on this family. His  two volumes on the 
"Molluscs of the Chicago Area" (1592 and 1902) 
have been widely used. 

After coming to Urbana, he colnpleted '.The Life 
of the Pleistocene," which the university published. 
This book gained for  him very general recognition 
as a paleontologist. His ~ o r k  in this field was recog- 
nized through his election as fellow of the Geological 
Society of America and by appointnient as consultant 
m Pleistocene invertebrate paleontology on the staff 
of the Illinois State Geological Surrey. The Zoologi- 
cal Society of London honored him by election to cor- 
responding nrenlbership in recognition of the sound- 
ness of his work\. 

I l ls  two volunles on the "3Iollusca of STTiseorisin" 
(1925) are recognized as one of the most conlprehen- 
s i ~ e  regional studies of American fresh-water mol- 
lusca. The field work for  this study was carried on 
through several bummers as a member of the staff of 
the Wisconsin Geological and Natural IIistory Survey. 

I n  1939, the Illlnois State Natural History Survey 
publibhed the results of his life-long stucly of land 
snails in a "Fieldbook of Illlnois Land Snails," to 
which he had brought two surnnlers of uninterrupted 
field study on the Survey staff. 

I n  recent years, responsibility for  coordination of 
some progralns of field studies in archeology and a n  
in te~cs t  in  the rnollusca used by prehistoric races 
opened up  yet another field of activity in which he 
made sereral contributions. 

H e  mas a regular contributor to the pages of 
Nnuiilus,  where numerous shorter papers on rxlollusca 
were published through the years. At  the time of his 
death he v n s  serring as president of the American 
3lalacological ITnion. I t  mas his fortune to witness 
the change of lnuseunls fro111 "cabinets of curiosity" 
to educational institutions. H e  had likex7ise watched 
the expansion of the amateur field of conchology to a 
Inore mature science. His studies on detailed morphol- 
ogy and on ecological relations of mollusca to their 
envi~-onil~enthave played a par t  in  this fransfo~ination. 

H. J. Vaii C L E ~ V E  

RECENT DEATHS 
DR. JOHN31. T. FIXSEY)professor of surgery 

emeritus a t  the Johns Hopkin., I-niversity, died on 
Xay 30 in his seventy-ninth year. 

DR. Jams D. TRASK,associate professor of pedi- 
atrics a t  the Yale School of Medicine, known for  
his work on infantile paralysis, died on May 24 in his 
fifty-second gear. 

DR. GEORGEP. ENGELHARDT,who retired in 1930 


