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and with 3 ears bent u p  vertically to serve as a three- 
point attachment for  the clip. 11 piece of filrn clip 
(of suitable length and curvature to encircle snngly 
the inner valve of the Petr i  dish) is  soldered to these 
three ears ~v i th  its ends pointing outward and its 
loll-er edge just clearing the stage surface (Fig. 1,A ) .  

I n  use, this holder, its frame firlnly gripped in the 
fingers of the nlechanical stage and its clip snugly 
clasping the periphery of the dish, vi l l  move even 
heavy agar-filled dishes around on the stage without 
lagging or ajerking and ~ i ~ i t h  slnoothness and pre- 
cision that permit work under liigh dry magnification. 

Although this original type of holder in suitable 
sizes has proved adequate fo r  niost of our needs, va- 
rious niodifications have since been developed for  spe- 
cial purposes. F o r  the built-in mechanical stages of 
such microscopes as the Spencer research model the 
writer uses a holder essentially silililar in  construction 
but with its frame screwed to a beveled brass s t r ip  
that fits into the stage slot i n  place of the usual slide- 
holding fingers (rf. Fig. I, B) . A somewhat different 
holder for  built-in stages has been devised recently by 
Dr. Ernest Runyon, of Agnes Scott College, who, 
~ i t h o u t  knowing of the ~vriter 's appliance, indepen- 
dently has used the same essential principle. I n  Dr. 
Runyon's model the clip of clock spring is attached 
at  one end to a sn~a l l  Bakelite block which is screwed 
to one of the slide-holding fingers of the mechanical 
stage (cf. Fig. 2, A) .  

F o r  holding the uncovered lower valve of a Petri  
dish upside down so that danger of contamination is 

.minimized during operations on pure cultures grom- 
ing on nutrient agar the writer uses a holder that 
supports the valve a t  a height (about 1 inch) snffi-
cient to permit working with mechanically n~anipu-  
lated needles or pipettes. I n  this model (Fig. 2, B) 
the spring clip grips the dish especially tightly and 
is provided with four  lugs projecting slightly froin 
its lower edge so that the clish, although easily in- 
serted, can not fall  out. The frame, which extends 
farther around the dish for  greater firmness, is sup- 
ported by a rigid upright whose beveled base fits the 
slot of the built-in mechanical stage. 

Since these holders have proved helpful in  our 
~vorli, i t  is hoped that the foregoing description may 
extend their usefulness to  other laboratories. 

T H E  U S E  O F  DRIED PLASMA FOR T H E  

COAGULASE T E S T  


THE coagulase t e ~ t  has becorne an outstanding 
test for  the identification of pathogenic staphylo-
cocci.1~2~3~4+fi.6-'iExperiments recently conducted 
have shov-n that the test can be satisfactorily carried 
out, using plasma d ~ i e dby the cryoche~n process. 
Using rabbit plasma (Iper cent. sodium citrate) dried 
ia a modified eryoeheni apparatus constructed in  these 
laboratories, coagulase tests have been run on a series 
of coagulase negative and positive staphylococci sup- 
plied by Dr. W. N.Plastridge and Dr.  J. M. Xurphy. 
Controls were run  on each culture, using fresh un-
dried plasma. The technique of Fishi was used. 
Plasina (dried or  fresh) was diluted tenfold with 
physiological saline and inoculated with a large loop- 
fu l  of overnight growths of staphylococci. Perfect 
agreement between the 'esults with fresh and pre-
viously dried plasnla has been obtained, clotting hav- 
ing occarred with the strains studied within six hours. 

Certain advantages are  gained in conducting the 
coagulase test with dried plasma. Large quantities 
of plasnla can be distributed in  convenient amounts, 
dried and stored for  future use. Periodic bleedings 
at  frequent intervals are  dispensed xvith. 

The method should facilitate the work of clinical 
and mobile laboratories. 
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