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Franors IRENEE DU PoNT, research chemist, died on
March 16 at the age of sixty-eight years. He was
known for his discoveries in the field of smokeless
powder and for his development of the minerals
separation process. ’

IsaBEL BEVIER, until her retirement with the title
emeritus in 1922 professor of home economics and
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head of the department at the University of Illinois,
died on March 17 in her eighty-second year.

WuARTON HUBER, curator of mammals in the
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, died
on March 12. He had been a member of the staff of
the academy since 1921.

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE COMING HARVEST IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM

A wireress dispateh from Raymond Daniell to the
New York Times reports that the British Minister
of Agriculture, Robert S. Hudson, stated on March
18 in the House of Commons that the future history
of Britain and perhaps of the world might depend
on this year’s harvest in the United Kingdom. He
pointed out that meat supplies are dwindling and the
shortage of merchant tonnage is becoming more acute;
the nation is depending more and more on vegetables,
and he made it clear that the advice of the Minister
of Foods, Lord Woolton, to make up deficiencies in
diet with vegetables could not be followed unless
larger harvests from land already cultivated could be
obtained.

Experts from the United States will go to England
for consultation in an effort to increase production.
Mr. Hudson stated that nearly all arable land is
already in use, but that there is a shortage of man-
power. There are more than 25,000 women enrolled
in the agricultural army and it is still growing, but use
will have to be made of school children and Italian
war prisoners.

More than 80 per cent. of the farms consist of less
than 150 acres. Many farmers earn little more than
the laborers they hire to work in their fields. At the
close of this ploughing season the tilled fields will
amount to 6,000,000 acres more than before the war.
The 1938 potato acreage of 700,000 acres already had
been increased by more than 1,000,000 acres and will
be further increased this year. Vegetable production
generally had been increased from 2,500,000 to 4,000,-
000 tons. Oat and sugar-beet production also had
been greatly increased. Germany had 70,000 tractors
working on 4,000,000 farms in 1939, while Great
Britain had 50,000 on 500,000 holdings. Mr. Hudson
stated, however, that Germany was making poor prog-
ress in increasing the farm output of the occupied
countries. Meats in Great Britain are now scarce,
and the ration probably will have to be cut even
further. Fuel and light soon will be rationed, and it
is expected that for part of the time there will be no
hot water.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF YALE
UNIVERSITY

THE expenditures of Yale University for the fisecal
year ended June 30 were $9,517,376, according to
the annual report of George Parmly Day, treasurer
of the university. Of this amount, $7,890,088 was
for educational purposes, and the balance of $1,627,-
288, for the operation of the dining halls, the Athletic
Association and maintenance of plant. The total
income available was $9,492,005, leaving a deficit of
$25,371. _

Included in the income mentioned were gifts to
the university from the Alumni Fund of $323,472 to
meet current expenses, an increase of $2,062 over last
year. Since its founding, the Alumni Fund, which
was organized to raise endowment and provide funds
for current expenses for the university, has made
available $7,954,255 for income and has accumulated

‘a principal of $5,664,568.

Yale paid out $6,312,249 in salaries to about 3,300
persons in and around New Haven—faculty and ad-
ministrative and service employees—who constitute
the university payroll, and to local firms for mate-
rials and services, $1,973,558, bringing the total ex-
penditures made in New Haven to $8,285,807.

Statistics included in other parts of the report
show that the twelve dining halls operated by the
university served 1,665,978 meals during the ‘year,
and the weekly board rate, unchanged since 1933, is
$8 for 21 meals; the University Library, with expenses
of $494,007, added 106,000 volumes to its collections,
bringing the total number of books to more than 3,-
000,000; the Athletic Association had expenses of
$438,033 and income of $397,693, which left a deficit
of $40,340. .

The report listed gifts and bequests for endowment,
exclusive of contributions to building funds, aggre-
gating $1,994,019, bringing the total endowment to
$112,096,810. Income derived from productive assets
amounted to $3,932,964—an average return of 4.34
per cent. (The average was 4.32 per cent. in 1940,
3.97 per cent. in 1939 and 4.31 per cent. in 1938.)

Among the principal items of income listed in the



