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have to record total failure in this part of the work.
The field of stars close to the eclipsed sun was known
beforehand to be a poor one; but eclipses are so few
and far between that the attempt seemed justified.
In fact, the lessened exposure time and reduced aper-
ture necessary to prevent fogging of the plates by the
rather bright sky, combined with the poor daytime
“seeing” on the Karroo to prevent any stars showing
on the negatives at all. Astronomers all over the
world will sympathize with H.M. Astronomer and
his staff in this disappointment, particularly as ob-
serving conditions were otherwise good. Their sole
compensation was in securing the only large-scale
photographs of the corona obtained during this eclipse
—vphotographs which, though interesting and indeed
important, represent a most inadequate reward for
months of work.

NEW KODACHROME SLIDE  SERIES OF
THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY '

TaE department of education of the American Mu-
seum of Natural History has made available to
schools and colleges the first teaching series of koda-
chrome lantern slides to be offered by any institution.
The “Evolution of the Horse” is the title of this set
of twenty-five slides made up in the 2x 2 inch size.

The late Dr. Walter Granger, paleontologist at the
American Museum, endorsed the aceuracy of the slides
which are reproductions of exhibits in the museum.

A process of duplicating kodachrome pictures has
been developed by the museum, so that careful con-
trol of the color of the final slide is maintained. The
original photographs of the exhibits are made on the
larger kodachrome sizes so as to retain as much detail
as possible. These large pictures are then rephoto-
graphed down to the thirty-five millimeter size using
an artificial light source accurately adjusted as to
color temperature. A complete series of faint com-
plementary color correction filters makes it possible
to adjust the hues of the final slides to as close a
duplicate of the original colors in the museum ex-
hibits as is necessary to maintain fidelity.

The “Evolution of the Horse” series contains maps
of the chief fossil deposits in the United States, pic-
tures of the formations in which the fossils are found,
a progressive series of the fossil horse skeletons,
Charles R. Knight’s paintings of restorations of the
fossil horses and the contemporary life of each
period. Slides comparing the skulls, hooves and
overall size of the earliest and modern horses ecom-
plete this series. A special manuscript has been writ-
ten deseribing the slides and the story of “The Evo-
lution of the Horse.”

This set of slides is the first of several that ure
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planned. The Story of the Dinosaur and Anecient
Man will follow soon. The “Evolution of the Horse”
is already in use in the high schools of New York
City.

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION

THE American Forestry Association, in an open
letter to the Congress, urges that forest fire protection
be placed on a war-time basis. Shortage of employ-.
able labor in the forest regions because of military
service and demands of war industries, coupled with
the curtailment and diversion of the CCC, heretofore
an important link in forest fire protection, were given
as reasons for the growing fire peril to vital timber
resources.

Recommendations that a war priority rating be
given forest protection and that the CCC be re-
appraised in the light of a streamlined, mobile re-
source protection force with the status of an essential
war agency were made by the association.

Back of these recommendations is the important
fact that forest resources are now being heavily drawn
on and must continue to be heavily drawn on in the
prosecution of the war. According to the association,
the war already has called for 2,500,000,000 feet of
lumber from the nation’s forests, and the War De-
partment has let contracts for upwards of a billion
feet more. Wood is needed in great volume for air-
planes, cargo and fighting ships, construction of train-
ing camps and cantonments, crates for shipping food
and equipment to the battle fronts, and scores of other
war-needed products. Protection of such a vital war
resource is an immediate and major concern to the
Congress and to the nation. It is pointed out in the
letter to the Congress that

Failure to make provision to assure adequate protection
of these resources during seasons of the year when it is
known they will be exposed to critical danger, may easily
disrupt and delay our all-out plans to win this war.
Forest fires do not wait for man to organize after the
fire season arrives. They can be dealt with successfully
only by advance organization, planning and preparedness.
The question as it now presents itself appears to be pri-
marily one of providing necessary man power in advance
through centralized governmental action instead of legv-
ing it to regional protective agencies to compete with one
another for labor and to be short-handed and unprepared
when critical forest fires break out.

COMMITTEE OF EXAMINATIONS AND
TESTS OF THE AMERICAN
CHEMICAL SOCIETY

TrE Committee of Examinations and Tests, Divi-
sion of Chemical Education, of the American Chemi-
cal Society, has announced that the 1942 Cooperative
Chemistry Test will be available by April 1. Inquiries



