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Dr. John S. Coztlter, aysociate professor of physicaI 
tlierapy, xorthwester~~ University IIedical School, has 
been appointed Begiollal 3fedical Officer of the Sixth 
Ci5ilian Defcnse Region, 1~1th headquarters in Chicago. 

Dr. Dudley A. Xe tk i e ,  assistant director of health and 
chief medical ofricer of the Tennessee T-alley Authority. 
has bcen appointed Regional 3fetriicaI OBcer of the First 
Cirilian Defcnse Region, n,ith headquarters in Boston. 
He succeeds Dr. Allan &I. Butler, Boston, r h o  resigned 
to become head of the deyartmeat of pediatrics at  the 
3iassaclinsetts General Hobpital, Boston. Dr. Rcekie en- 
tercd on active duty on January 31. 

Dr. Leojzard A. Scheele, passed assistant surgeon, U. S. 
Public Realth Service, Bethesda, Xd., ITas reccntl~ as- 
signed to the Ti'ashington staff of the Ncdical Division, 
Oflice of Civilian Defense. Dr. Scheele gradnated f ron~  
f5'ayne Uni~~ersity College of Xedicine, Detroit, 1933, and 
was co~nmissio~xed in the public health service folloxving 
tlie completion of his internsliip. Dr. Seheele %Tas as- 
signgd in 1938 to the National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, 
as consultant 011 cancer control. There he condacted 
~tudier of the epidenliology of cancer, efficacy of cancer 
therapy, radiation protection and cost of caizcer therapy. 

Dr. Barold Xarks, passed assistant surgeon (Reserve), 
U. S. Public IIealth Serviee, recently on the staff of the 
Kational Institute of fIealth, Bethesda, joined the 
Medical Division staff in January. Before being as-
signed to the O%co of Civilian Defense, he was stationed 
at  the Xational Institute of Health and was engaged in 
making surrey5 of medical care in defense communities. 

7Tillian~3.Cart,$, JT., recently associated x-ith rhe 
Sornian Booscy Manufacturing Company, Detroit, has 
been appointed RegionaI Sanitary Engineer for the Sixtll 
and Seveiith Civilian Defense Regions, plus Indiana and 
Iientuclry, tvith headquarters in Chicago, effective Feb- 
ruary 4. He has bcen conimissioned Sanitary Eilgineer 
(Rcrerre) in  the U. S. Public IIealth 8ervica. 

A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  CAPTAIN N. K. HECK 
REARADI~IRAL1,. 0. COLXERT,director of the 'C-. S. 

Coast and Geodetic Snrvey, announces that Captain 
S.H. Hecli, fomlerly chief of the Division of Geo-

magnetism and Seismology of the Survey, has been 
appointed asblstaat to the director on scientific and 
technical matters. Captain Heck is well known in 
scientific circlcs as  one of the ~ o r l d ' s  leading anthori- 
ties on earthcjuakes and the earth's magnetic forces. 

Capitiin EIcck entered the survey i n  1904. H e  
served a t  sea for  a number of years and a t  various 
times cornillantled the surrey ships Hy7rogmphe.r, 
illcrtc?tle~sand Errplorer.. H e  had a large share in  the 
dereloplllenl of the rrire drag, uhich has becn respon- 
sible f o r  the discovery and 'charting, o r  ultinlate 
eliniination, of countless menaces to narigation. H e  
also contributed materially to the early development 
of the Radio Acoustic Ranging method of hydro-
gmphi t  surreping. 

IIis interest turning to research in m;lgnetism he 
became, in 1921, chief oil the Division of Terrestrial 
Magnetism. T3'hen the study of earthquakes mas 
transferred froni the T17eather Bnrenu to the Coast 
and Geodetic Surrey in 1926, his title was changed 
to chief of the Division of Teri'estrial IPIagnetisni and 
Seisnlology, in  which capacity he 4 c r ~ e d  until he as- 
smned tiis new work. 

I Ie  is author of numerous books and articles on 
scientific and technical snbjects. Among his works 
are : "Earthquakes," pnblislied in  1936 ; "Cornpensa-
tion of the Magnetic Compass." 1923; *'Velocity of 
Sounci in  Sea Kater," 1923: and "Earthquake His-
tory of the Cnited State5," 19'35 and 1935. H e  has 
been the recipient of several honorary degrees and 
is n nlenlber of a nntnber of scientific and engineering 
societies. From 1935 to 1935 he was chairnlan of the 
Alrierican Geophysical Union, and from 1936 to 1939 
presiclcnt of the Seismological Association of the In-  
terllational Geodetic and Geophysical Union. EIe is 
a past president of the Philosophical Society of TT'ash- 
ington and of the District of Columbia CIlxpter of 
Sigma Xi. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

THE nTilliam R. Nichols BIeclal of the New Tork  

Section of tlie An~erican Cheruical Society xi7as pre- 
sented to Dr. Duncan A. JIacInnes, of the Rockefeller 
Tnstitute fo r  Jfedical Research, for "distinguishecl con- 
tributions to electrochemistry" a t  a dinner of the 
section in h'ew T o ~ k  City on the evening of Febrnary 
27. The presentation ivas made by Professor MTilliarn 

vanic Cells as  Instruments of Research." Professor 
Herbert 5. Harned, of Yale Cnivcrsity, spoke on 
"The 'ATork of the Xedalist," and Professor George 
Seatchard, of the llfassachusetts Institute of Teeh-
nulo,gy, on '.Dr. BIacInnes-The Stan." Professor 
Ralph IT. Jliiller, of Kex- york t'niversity, chairman 
of the sectinn, presided. 

C. XacTavislr. head of the departnlent 01c h e ~ ~ l i s t ~ g  THE 1941 Lam~zlc S1ed:~l of the Ameriri~n Iristitute 
of New P o r k  Vniversity and chairrnan of the jury 
of a~vard,  which cited Dr,  JfaeTnnes for  '.ontstandirtg 
investigations on electrolytes and the development of 
techniques ~vhi th  have i rn~~~easnrab ly  enricl~ecl both the 
theory and practice of rnoderu electrocllernistry." I n  
his acteptailce speech, Dr. IllaeInnes discussed "Gal- 

of Electrical Engineers has becn axyarded to Forrest 
E. Ricketts, vice-pwesident of the Consolidated Gas, 
Electric Light and Power Company, Baltiulore, "for 
his contribntion to the high reliability of pornel*-sup- 
ply systems, especial l~ in the design of apparatus fo r  
selective relaying and circuit reclosure," The ntedal 


