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arbitrarily exclude froni its proposed unit numerous other 
enlployees whom it had been unable to interest in its 
sclleme because their inclusion in any voting unit un-
doubtedly ~ o u l d  mean the loss of an election. 

The board ciisposed of the union's contention by order- 
ing two elections and designating t.n-o units for the pur- 
pose of the elections. The one unit is composed of all the 
skilled and unskilled employees in the plant. The other 
unit is co,llposed of all the professional TTorkers in the 
plant. Department heads and supervisory employees ITere 
excluded from the vote. In  thus resolving the issue as i t  -
did the board afforded' the professional employees an 
opportunity to express thcnlselves in a group composed 
entirely of professional emplo*yees on the question of union 
representation for collective bargaining. 

T H E  REMOVAL O F  T H E  NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE FROM WASHINGTON 

BY order of the Federal Budget Director issued on 
December 19, the National Park Service and two other 
bureaus of the Department of the Interior TTere 
directed to nlove their Washington offices to Chicago. 
The transfer of these and other federal agencies to 
make room for  rapidly increasing defense vorkers 
has been opposed on various grounds. 

Many of the agencies themselves have reported to 
the Congress that it would seriously disrupt their 
operations to move their main offices to distant loca- 
tions. Appearing by request before a joint session 
of the Senate and House District Conilnittees on 
January 9, Director Newton B. Drury testified that 
the National P a r k  Service is  already highly decentral- 
ized, with 5,263 eniployees in  the field and (besides 
533 with National Capital Parks) only 304 in TTash- 
ington. H e  said that the service has many close rela- 
tionships with other federal bureaus a t  the seat of 
government which are necessary for  the efficient con- 
duct of its affairs. H e  pointed out that the service 
has not only made many direct contributions to the 
defense program, but has suggested numerous alterna- 
tives to the W a r  and Xavy Departments fo r  saving 
distinctive areas from uses that would cause irrepa- 
rable damage. Fif ty  per cent. of the ITiasliington 
office employees have indicated that they can not move 
to Chicago. 

Congressional opponents of further decentralization 
gave up  their fight to hold federal bureaus in  Wash- 
ington on January 14, when the Senate by a vote of 
33 to 26 defeated a resolution calling for  a report to 
the Congress on the government's removal plans. 
President Roosevelt has asserted that the transfer 
orders will not be revoked, but the Bureau of the 
Budget has already made some modifications of its 
original plans. Current studies are  being made by 
the Xational P a r k  Service to determine the possibility 
of further decentralizing its activities, so that the 
complete transfer of its Washington office to Chicago 
would be unnecessary. 

I f  the National P a r k  Service is moved anray from 
Washington '$for the duration," leaving only a small 
liaison unit to handle contacts with the congressand 
other agencies, friends of the Kational Parks hope 
that under no circunlstances this move be made 
permanent, because the public interest ~vould be ill- 
served by such an eventuality. During the absence 
of the service it  will be more important than ever to 
have such a disinterested organization as the National 
Parks Association on the job in  Washington, where 
it can remain alert to the recurring dangers of en-
croachment on the National Parks and related areas. 

T H E  MEDICAL ADMINISTRATION CORPS 

O F  T H E  ARMY 


ACCORDISG
to the S e w  Y o r k  Times,Colonel Leon- 
ard G. Roundtree, medical director of the Selective 
Service Board, in  a n  address i n  Chicago a t  the annual 
meeting of the National Conference on Medical Ser- 
vice reported that "the Surgeon General of the Army 
has ruled that not only will the Army commission 
third- and fourth-year medical students as second 
lieutenants, but also first- and second-year medical 
students and pre-medical students of acceptable stand- 
ing. They will be assigned to the Medical Administra- 
tion Corps of the Army." 

H e  explained that the students so commissioned 
would be in  the Arniy Reserve and would not be called 
into active service until they had finished their educa- 
tion. 

Dr. Morris Fishbein, editor of the Journal  of the 
Anierican Medical Association, said that a similar 
program has been adopted in the Navy. 

As reserve officers the students will be draft-proof. 
Heretofore, only the third- and fourth-year students 
and internes mere accepted for  commissions. 

The ruling by JIajor General James Magee, Sur- 
geon General of the Army, according to the Times, 
v a s  in ansner to narnings from members of the med- 
ical profession that a shortage of physicians ~vould 
arise unless some uniform method of providing defer- 
ment fo r  medical students was found. 

About 12,000 pre-medical students apply f o r  medi- 
cal school entry each year, according to Dr. Fishbein, 
and about 6,500 are chosen. Dr. Fishbein said that 
the Army's ruling would apply only to those chosen 
and emphasized that a t  the first sign of a student's 
inability to handle the work he could be made eligible 
fo r  the draft. H e  pointed out that this not only in- 
sures the Army and Navy of a plentiful supply of 
physicians, but will insure that civilian needs mill not 
suffer. 

APPOINTMENTS O F  T H E  OFFICE OF 
CIVILIAN DEFENSE 

THE f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  appoiiitments i n  the Office of Civilian 
Defense have been annowced : 



SCIEXCE VOL. 95, SO. 2463 

Dr. John S. Coztlter, aysociate professor of physicaI 
tlierapy, xorthwester~~ University IIedical School, has 
been appointed Begiollal 3fedical Officer of the Sixth 
Ci5ilian Defcnse Region, 171th headquarters in Chicago. 

Dr. Dudley A. Xe tk i e ,  assistant director of health and 
chief medical ofricer of the Tennessee T-alley Authority. 
has bcen appointed Regional 3fetriicaI OBcer of the First 
Cirilian Defcnse Region, n,ith headquarters in Boston. 
He succeeds Dr. Allan &I. Butler, Boston, r h o  resigned 
to become head of the deyartmeat of pediatrics at  the 
3iassaclinsetts General Hobpital, Boston. Dr. Rcekie en- 
tercd on active duty on January 31. 

Dr. Leojzard A. Scheele, passed assistant surgeon, U. S. 
Public Realth Service, Bethesda, Xd., \Tas reccntl~ as- 
signed to the Ti'ashington staff of the Ncdical Division, 
Oflice of Civilian Defense. Dr. Scheele gradnated f ron~  
f5'ayne Uni~~ersity College of Xedicine, Detroit, 1933, and 
was co~nmissio~xed in the public health service folloxving 
tlie completion of his internsliip. Dr. Seheele %Tas as- 
signgd in 1938 to the National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, 
as consultant 011 cancer control. There he condacted 
~tudier of the epidenliology of cancer, efficacy of cancer 
therapy, radiation protection and cost of caizcer therapy. 

Dr. Barold Xarks, passed assistant surgeon (Reserve), 
U. S. Public IIealth Serviee, recently on the staff of the 
Kational Institute of fIealth, Bethesda, joined the 
Medical Division staff in January. Before being as-
signed to the O%co of Civilian Defense, he was stationed 
at  the Xational Institute of Health and was engaged in 
making surrey5 of medical care in defense communities. 

7Tillian~3.Cart,$, JT., recently associated x-ith rhe 
Sornian Booscy Manufacturing Company, Detroit, has 
been appointed RegionaI Sanitary Engineer for the Sixtll 
and Seveiith Civilian Defense Regions, plus Indiana and 
Iientuclry, tvith headquarters in Chicago, effective Feb- 
ruary 4. He has bcen conimissioned Sanitary Eilgineer 
(Rcrerre) in  the U. S. Public IIealth 8ervica. 

A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  CAPTAIN N. K. HECK 
REARADI~IRAL1,. 0. COLXERT,director of the 'C-. S. 

Coast and Geodetic Snrvey, announces that Captain 
S.H. Hecli, fomlerly chief of the Division of Geo-

magnetism and Seismology of the Survey, has been 
appointed asblstaat to the director on scientific and 
technical matters. Captain Heck is well known in 
scientific circlcs as  one of the ~ o r l d ' s  leading anthori- 
ties on earthcjuakes and the earth's magnetic forces. 

Capitiin EIcck entered the survey i n  1904. H e  
served a t  sea for  a number of years and a t  various 
times cornillantled the surrey ships Hy7rogmphe.r, 
illcrtc?tle~sand Errplorer.. H e  had a large share in  the 
dereloplllenl of the rrire drag, uhich has becn respon- 
sible f o r  the discovery and 'charting, o r  ultinlate 
eliniination, of countless menaces to narigation. H e  
also contributed materially to the early development 
of the Radio Acoustic Ranging method of hydro-
gmphit surreping. 

IIis interest turning to research in mxgnetism he 
became, in 1921, chief oil the Division of Terrestrial 
Magnetism. T3'hen the study of earthquakes mas 
transferred froni the T17eather Bnrenu to the Coast 
and Geodetic Surrey in 1926, his title was changed 
to chief of the Division of Teri'estrial IPIagnetisni and 
Seisnlology, in  which capacity he 4 c r ~ e d  until he as- 
smned tiis new work. 

I Ie  is author of numerous books and articles on 
scientific and technical snbjects. Among his works 
are : "Earthquakes," pnblislied in  1936 ; "Cornpensa-
tion of the Magnetic Compass." 1923; *'Velocity of 
Sounci in  Sea Kater," 1923: and "Earthquake His-
tory of the Cnited State5," 19'35 and 1935. H e  has 
been the recipient of several honorary degrees and 
is n nlenlber of a nntnber of scientific and engineering 
societies. From 1935 to 1935 he was chairnlan of the 
Alrierican Geophysical Union, and from 1936 to 1939 
presiclcnt of the Seismological Association of the In-  
terllational Geodetic and Geophysical Union. EIe is 
a past president of the Philosophical Society of TT'ash- 
ington and of the District of Columbia CIlxpter of 
Sigma Xi. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

THE nTilliam R. Nichols BIeclal of the New Tork  

Section of tlie An~erican Cheruical Society xi7as pre- 
sented to Dr. Duncan A. JIacInnes, of the Rockefeller 
Tnstitute fo r  Jfedical Research, for "distinguishecl con- 
tributions to electrochemistry" a t  a dinner of the 
section in h'ew T o ~ k  City on the evening of Febrnary 
27. The presentation ivas made by Professor MTilliarn 

vanic Cells as  Instruments of Research." Professor 
Herbert 5. Harned, of Yale Cnivcrsity, spoke on 
"The 'ATork of the Xedalist," and Professor George 
Seatchard, of the llfassachusetts Institute of Teeh-
nulo,gy, on '.Dr. BIacInnes-The Stan." Professor 
Ralph IT. Jliiller, of Kex- york t'niversity, chairman 
of the sectinn, presided. 

C. XacTavislr. head of the departnlent 01c h e ~ ~ l i s t ~ g  THE 1941 Lam~zlc S1ed:~l of the Ameriri~n Iristitute 
of New P o r k  Vniversity and chairrnan of the jury 
of a~vard,  which cited Dr,  JfaeTnnes for  '.ontstandirtg 
investigations on electrolytes and the development of 
techniques ~vhi th  have i rn~~~easnrab ly  enricl~ecl both the 
theory and practice of rnoderu electrocllernistry." I n  
his acteptailce speech, Dr. IllaeInnes discussed "Gal- 

of Electrical Engineers has becn axyarded to Forrest 
E. Ricketts, vice-pwesident of the Consolidated Gas, 
Electric Light and Power Company, Baltiulore, "for 
his contribntion to the high reliability of pornel*-sup- 
ply systems, especial l~ in the design of apparatus fo r  
selective relaying and circuit reclosure," The ntedal 


