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a fuller expression of these ideas see the following

papers by the author.? ARTEUER N. BRAGG

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

CALENDAR REFORM AND THE NATIONAL
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

MANY persons think that our present calendar has
certain defects which could easily be remedied. The
chief ones are (1) that a particular day of the month
occurs in successive years on a different day of the
week, making necessary a wholly new calendar each
year, and (2) that the length of the months is not
uniform but varies from 28 to 31 days. These two
defects make the arrangement of schedules for indus-
try and eduecation difficult and temporary only.

Defect (1) could be remedied in a very simple way.
The solar year, as recognized in our present calendar,
consists of 365 days, or in leap years of 366 days.

Neither period is divisible exaectly into 7-day weeks.

Fifty-two 7-day weeks make 364 days. If the 365th
day is not included in one of these 52 weeks, but is
considered an extra Saturday, or simply a Year day,
a holiday, the new year will begin on Sunday always.
The 366th day of leap years can be used in a similar
way as an exira Saturday, or Leap year day, a holiday
in the middle of the year, without disturbing the oec-
currence of a particular day of the month always on
the same day of the week.

Two different proposals for calendar reform which
have been widely diseussed in recent years remedy
defect (1) in this same simple and sensible way. But
they differ in the way they deal with defect (2).

A proposed 13-month calendar would have each
month consist of exactly 4 weeks. An objection which
has proved fatal to this proposal in popular esteem is
that the year would not be divisible by months into
quarters and the familiar twelve months would have to
be abandoned.

A less radieal proposal is known as the World
Calendar of twelve months and four equal quarters.
This retains the familiar month names but adjusts
their lengths so as to make them as nearly equal as
possible. Each quarter begins on Sunday and ends
on Saturday. It contains 91 days. There are 30 days
in each month except the first month of the quarter,
which by reason of having a fifth (the initial) Sunday
has 31 days. The number of week days is the same in
every month, 26.

SCIENCE
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From a wish to ascertain the opinion of a body of
eminent scientists upon the desirability and practi-
cability of the proposed World Cadendar, an informal
post-card questionnaire was recently sent to each
member of the National Academy of Sciences. Re-
plies were received from 168 members, more than half
of the entire membership.

One question was worded, “Do you consider the
adoption of a revised World Calendar of 12 months
and equal quarters, as outlined by the World Calendar
Association, to be desirable?” The answers were
“Yes,” 128 (76 per cent.), “No,” 17 (10 per cent.),
“Undecided,” 23 (14 per cent.).

Another question was worded, “Would you consider
it practicable for the United States to begin the use
of such a calendar on January 1, 1945 [which will be
a Sunday in our present calendar] ¢n collaboration
with other governments?”

The answers of the 128 who favor the World Calen-
der were “Yes,” 74 (58 per cent.), “No,” unless the
war ends soon enough, 54 (42 per cent.).

There can accordingly be no doubt about what
would happen in calendar reform, if the scientists had

their way.
W. E. CASTLE
BERKELEY, CALIF.

FISHERIES LITERATURE FOR CHINA

Ax official of the Chinese Government with its
capital now at Chungking has asked that there be
secured for him whatever fisheries literature is avail-
able in order that some start may be made on the
rehabilitation of Chinese fisheries after the war.

Such assistance will be a practical and direet way
of showing our sympathy with the Chinese. It speaks
volumes for their courage and confidence that such
preparations should be under way.

He would be more than glad to receive any form of
fisheries literature whether it deals with life history,
systematics or technology which any reader of this
notice may be able to spare for transmittal at such
time as communications are re-established.

These should be sent to School of Fisheries, Uni-
versity of Washington, Seattle, Washington, and
marked plainly as intended for Ti Chow, Chungking.

W. F. THOMPSON,
Director

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE

ANALYSIS OF POST-WAR PROBLEMS AND
PROCEDURES

APTER winning the first World War, the Allies lost
the peace because of the inability of statesmen and
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public opinion to understand the dependence of
national security on world order and the dependence
of world order upon truly workable international rela-
tions. Assuming the defeat of Hitlerism, how may
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