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also is the adaptability of these cabinets to otherwise
unused space in the laboratory or office. They may
be placed flat against the wall (and stacked one upon
another in tiers) or at the ends of desks, tables, ete.
Use of these cabinets likewise eliminates the necessity
of shelving, and thus an empty room may be con-
verted to a reprint file room without expensive car-
penter work. The flexibility of the system allows the
addition of small units as needed or budget may per-
mit. In the event the collection requires moving it is
an easy task to crate the individual cabinets; this also
spares one of the unwelecome task of sorting and filing
following the move.

The author prefers a subject filing system to an

alphabetical author listing, since the material is of

most value when thought of in relation to subject.
Such a file (for example, a departmental collection)
is then of value to graduate students or others who
know the subject upon which they seek information
but who, as yet, may be unfamiliar with the various
authors. In my collection all reprints are marked by
me in the upper right-hand corner in red ink to indi-
cate the subject, thus permitting secretarial or other
aid in filing. A typed list, which is posted, indicates
the scope of each section, and thus the collection is
available to others without my aid. With the modern
trend to research by projects involving several per-
sons rather than the isolated individual the need be-
comes emphasized of a single large file useful to the
group. )

In many instances (for example, reports relating to
physiology, serology, taxonomy, etc.) there may be
too many reprints relating to a certain subject to
form a workable unit. For these a series of drawers
is devoted to subdivisions of the larger topic which
in the case of “physiology” include carbohydrate
metabolism, nitrogen metabolism, lipolysis, effect of
environment on mieroorganisms, ete. With the aid of
a card file there is no worry that a reprint which
relates directly to two or more subjects may be “lost”
in the file since additional cards may be entered in the
various subject divisions with each of the ecards
marked to indicate the placing of the reprint in the
file. Since the card file contains countless references
from the original literature and abstract sources those
cards for which a reprint is available are so marked.
The author has found no value in an alphabetical
author listing of the reprints for general use, though
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perhaps suech a compilation might be desirable for
library holdings of a gift collection.
L. 8. McCLuxne
INDIANA UNIVERSITY

PER CENT.

Ir instructions in an original paper or a laboratory
text-book call for, say, a 40 per cent. aqueous solution
of caustic soda, it is probable that what is required is
a solution containing 40 g of NaOH per 100 cc of
solution, which is actually a solution containing about
30 per cent. NaOH by weight. Less probably, 40 g
in 100 ec of water is actually meant, that is 28.6 per
cent. by weight. Just possibly the author may really
mean 40 per cent., that is, 40 g NaOH dissolved in
60 g of water. But, in general, no indication is given
as to what is meant. There is often similar ambiguity
in instructions for preparing mixtures of fluids when
concentrations are stated as volumes per cent. With
concentrations up to about 10 per cent., when accuracy ‘
is not required, the ambiguity is not important, but
with stronger solutions misunderstanding may be
critical.

It may be claimed that the custom of using the term
“per cent.” for grams or volumes per 100 cc solution
is so well established in American scientific literature
that nobody would be misled by it. However, the
writer has been misled at times and the custom is con-
fusing since it is not universally followed. For in-
stance, bottles of concentrated hydrochloric acid are
labeled with the specific gravity and the percentage
acid, the percentage being given in the correct sense,
that is, in grams acid per 100 grams of solution.
The “Handbook of Physics and Chemistry” uses “per
cent.” only in the correct sense and uses specific state-
ments for the other senses, see, e.g., “Tables of Specific
Gravity of Aqueous Solutions” and “Tables of Physi-
cal Constants of Compounds.”

The incorrect use of “per cent.” seems to be largely
confined to writers in biological sciences, but there is
no reason why workers in these fields should be con-
tent to use slipshod terms. I would like to recommend
that authors, when stating concentrations of solutions,
should indicate exactly what is meant, by using unam-
biguous expressions such as # g per 100 ce solution,
of n g per 100 cc solvent, or » g in m cc solvent.

K. A. C. EnnioTT
INSTITUTE OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL,
PHILADELPHIA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE

THE BRITISH GRAHAM LAND EXPEDI-
TION, 1934-37
TaE Graham Land Expedition was primarily en-
gaged in survey work on the west coast of Graham
Land and the adjacent islands, in the Falkland Island

Dependencies, Antarctica. Advantage was taken of
the exceptional opportunities for zoological research,
and the resulting reports are being published by the
British Museum. The following, dated August to
October, 1940, have come to hand:



