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OBITUARY 
ALEXANDER L O W Y  


1889-1941 

DR. ALEXANDERLOWY,professor of organic chenl- 
ictry in the rniversity of Pittsburgh, died in  The 
Tes te rn  Pennsyl~ania Hospital on Decenlber 25, 
1941, after an illness of about four  months. 

Dr. Lowy was born in  New Yorli Clty on Jfarch 31, 
1889, the son of David and Fanny (TITeiss) Lo~vy. H e  
obtained his bachelor of science degree from Colulnbia 
University in 1911, the master of arts in  1912 and the 
doctor of philosophy degree in  1915. His major work 
was in the field of organic chenlistry under Columbia's 
Professor JIarston T. Bogert, leader in  the field of 
organic chenlistry and president of the I~lternational 
Union of Chemistry. On December 23, 1915, he mar- 
ried Dora Landberg of Brooklyn. 

Dr. Lowy was assistant in  electrochemistry in Co- 
lumbia University from 1912-1916. FIe taught in the 
high schools of New 'ork City from 1915-1918 xhen  
he became professor of organic cheniistry in  the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh v i th  which he was associated 
until the time of his death. During the past summer 
he was exchange professor in  the Cniversity of Sonth- 
ern California. Dr. LOTVJ- was the holder of nurneroas 
United States patents. H e  was a recognized authority 
in  the field of protective chemicals, having invented 
methods for  the safeguarding of banks and vaults. 
H e  also nlacle ~nlportant  contributions in  the field of 
clyebtuffs and was a pioneer in electro-organic chem- 
istry, to which he contributed numerous researches. 
Dr. LOTVJ-, with Dr. Benja~nin Earrow, of the College 
of the City of S e w  Tork, was the author of d T e x t -
book  of O r g o n i c  C b e ? ~ l i s t ~ y ,which is in use in over 
125 colleges and universities in America. This text- 
book has gone through Inany revisions. Each revision 
included the latest developruents in the field of organic 
chelnistry and the most modern charts and devices. 
This tendency was characteristic of the senior author. 
A colnpanion volulne to the text-book is A L a b o r n -
t o r y  &Ia)t1~n1 of 01.gnlzic Chemis try  with Dr. TTilnier 
E. Baldwin, assistant professor of chemistry in the 
University of Pittsburgh. This also has had exten-
sive adoptions. Dr. Loxvy contrlbntecl the chapter 
on organic chemistry to Rogers's JInlzunl of I ~ z d l i s -
t ~ i u 7Che7,l i try.  Alone and with his research stu-
dents he was the author of over seventy research 
reports and scientific papers which have appeared in 
technical journals since 1919. Dr. Lowg was a meni-
her of the American Chemical Society and n past 
chair~nan of the Pittsburgh section. H e  was a mem-
ber of the Anlcrican Electrochelnical Society and its 
1-ice-president from 1930-1933 and again from 1939- 
1941. H e  was chairman of the committee on publica- 

tions of this society from 1931 to 1911. EIe belonged 
to the honorary science societies, Sigma Xi and Phi  
Lambda Upsilon. H e  was an honorary member of 
Signla Alpha 311.1 fraternity. 

I n  the sunliner of 1929, Dr. and Mrs. Lowy visited 
England and continental Europe, where Dr. Lomy 
made a study of the universities ancl industrial estab- 
lishments. H e  lectured extensively ancl addressed 
many of the sections of the American Cheiilieal So- 
ciety. I t  was as a teacher that Dr. Lo~vy reached his 
pinnacle. No effort was too great to provide what 
was best for  the student. The painstaking care with 
which Inaterial was presented left no question regarcl- 
ing accuracy. R e  was exacting in the student's per- 
fornlance, but at the same time tolerant of the'indi- 
vidnal's difficulties and ever willing to lend the student 
a hand ancl help him, not only in  his studies but in  
his private problems. Dr.  Lowy had no hobbies. His 
only pleasure IT as his work except during recent years 
when he enjoyed his small fa rm in Gibsonia, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he and his f alnily spent the summers. I n  
the Univeriity of Pittsburgh he was a member of 
important conlnlittees and was faculty chairnlan of 
registration. 
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ORIN F.STAFFORD 


ORIN F .  STAFFORD, chairnlan of the Chemistry De- 
partuient of the University of Oregon ancl dean of 
science and of the Lower Division, died at  Eugene, 
Oregon, on September 17, 1941, after a painful illness 
of two months. 

Professor Stafforcl was born a t  Hillsboro, Ohio, on 
February 7. 1873. H e  mored with his parents to 
Kansas in 1885. and in 1900 received the A.B. degree 
from the U n i ~ e r i i t y  of Kansas and in 1902 the A.31, 
degree. I n  1900 he mas appointed instructor in chem- 
istry a t  the U n i ~  ersity of Oregon. I n  1902 he becanlc 
ass i~ tan t  professor and in 1906 was promoted to full 
professor ancl head of the department. H e  became 
clean of science in 1934. 

TThile at  Kansa-, Stafford was assistant to Dr.  E. C. 
Franklin and participated in the pioneer work on 
solutions in  liquid ammonia. Thus began an intimate 
friendship betneen the two men which continued 
throughout subsequent years. 

Professor and Mrs. Stafford spent the year 1908-09 
in Europe, where he did graduate work at  the Univer- 
sity of Berlin under Dr. Walter Nernst. During the 
four years from 1918 to 1922 he was on leave of 
absence in Boston and Icingsport, Tenn., developing 
his invention for  the autogenous distillation of mood. 


